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nOBECTb 




npoAor. 


- Ba6ycto TaHHO, a mo TaKe aoaa? 

yCAblLUaB CTOAb Cepbe3HblM BOnpOC, np03ByHaBLUMM K TOMy >xe AeTCKMM 
TOAOCOM, KpMCTMHa - MMAOBMAHafl ABaALiaTHLLieCTMAeTHafl AeByLUKa - HeBOAbHO 
o6epHyAacb. Asao 6biAO no3AHMM BenepoM. Oina, KaK o6bNHo, B03BpamaAacb c 
pa6oTbi b nepenoAHeHHOM aBTo6yce, ctoa B03Ae 3aAHero BbixoAa. C6oKy ot 
H ee CMAeAa neHCMOHepKa ceAbCKoro Tuna, c MaAeHbKOM agbohkom Ha KOAeHax. 
AeBOHKe - CKopee Bcero ee BHyHKe - 6biAo ot chaw AeT nflTb. 06e ckpomho, 
ho hmcto oAeTbi m cyAfl no roBopy - npnexaAM b CTOAMuy c 3anaAHoro 
perMOHa. 

- Aoaa? Aoaa, Cocj)iMKO - ue >kmttji. A y Bcix pi3He: xopoiue a6o He 

Ay>Ke, paAicHe hm cyMHe, 6araTe hm 6iAHe, AOBre a6o KopoTKe... ToMy m KawyTb, 
LUO KO>KHa AKDAMHa Mae CBOKD AOAKD. - npOCTO OTBeTMAa nOXKMAafl >KeHLUHHa. 

- A HOMy >KMTTfl pi3He? 

- A TOMy luo TocnoAb TaK 3axoTiB, luo6 y koxkhoT akdamhm Ha 3eMAi 6yAo 
no-CBoeMy. He ak y iHLUMX. Ot yaBM co6i, luo y Bcix Bee oAHaKOBe: y Te6e, y 
MeHe, y TaTa 3 MaMoio, y cyciACbKoro MMxaMAMKa. OAHaKOBMM oa^t, oAHaKOBi 
3auiKaBAeHHA, OAHaKOBi irpawKH Ha caM Kmeub... CyMHo, Ma6yTb, 6yAo 6 HaM 
TOAi. 

- He 3Haio... - HeonpeAeAeHHO no>xaAa Ta nAenaMM. 

- A a 3Hato, - yAbi6HyAacb 6a6yi±iKa. - koam y Bcix aoaa pi3Ha - >kmtm uiKaBime. 

- I TocnoAb Aae BciM pi3Hy aoakd? 

Pa3rOBOp CTaHOBMACfl MHTepeCHbIM, yHMTbIBafl, HTO BOnpOCbl 3BynaAM C yCT 
MaAOAeTHero pe6eHKa. KpMCTMHe CTaAO Aio6onbiTHo, KaK 6a6ytuKa CMO>KeT 
o6bflCHMTb BHyHKe to, o HeM nopoPi B3pocAbie Apyr Apyry noBeAaTb He MoryT. 

- ripaBMAbHo oHyHKo! CaMe BiH Ha He6ecax i BM3Hanae KOMy i ak >kmtm. - c 
rpycTbto B3AOXHyAa OHa. 

- TeTb yciM? - He yHMMaAacb AeBOHKa. 

- BciM, OHyHKo, bcIm! 

- A akluo AKDAMHa He xoHe Toro, luo asb i'M TocnoAb, BOHa MO>Ke 3 mIhmtm cbokd 
AOAKD? 

KpMCTMHa HanparAacb m bca o6paTMAacb b CAyx. CTapaAacb Ha cj>oHe LuyMa m 
raAAe>Ka b aBTo6yce HMHero He ynycTMTb M3 CTOAb Heo6bNHoro AMaAora. 

- Xm... Aoakd, Co<j>iMKO, 3 mIhmtm MO>KHa, aAe ue Aywe i Ay>Ke CKAaAHO. AaAeKO 



He Bci MO>KyTb co6i u,e ao3boamtm. 


-A ocb us naHi - TyT AeBOHKa coBepiueHHO HeB03MyTMM0 noi<a3aAa naAbHMKOM 
Ha Hee - MO>xe? 

- Tcc, Coc|)iMKo! He Mo>KHa >k TaK! CKiAbKM pa3iB a To6i Ka3aAa He noKa3yBaTM 
Ha AtoAeM naAbueM. - 6ecnoKOMHO 3aBopnaAa neHCMOHepKa. 

- AAe >k 6a6ycto! y u.i eT naHi Aywe noraHa aoaa. HoMy BOHa He xone iT 3 mIhmtm? 

- noAyKanpn3HbiM toaocom HacTaMBaAa Ta. 

KpMCTMHy ot 3tmx caob npoiiin6 noT. OHa pa30M BCTpeneHyAacb m 
oKpyrAeHHbiMM rAa3aMM ycTaBMAacb Ha pe6eHKa. 

- He Ka>KM AypHMLlb! 3aMOBKHn! - nO-Cepbe3HOMy 3aBOAHOBaAaCb >KeHLMMHa. 

- AiBHMHa, bm 6yAeTe bmxoamtm? - o6paTMAacb OHa y>Ke HanpaMyio k Hen. 

- HeT... MHe nepe3 ABe ocTaHOBKM eme... - tmxmm toaocom npo6opMOTaAa 
AeByniKa. 

-A HaM B>Ke nac. BcraBaM Ato6a, TyT mm bmxoammo! 

C TpyAOM npoTMCKMBaacb CKB03b KyHKy AtoAeM, neHCMOHepKa CAynaMHO 
KOCHyAaCb CBOeM AaAOHbKD KMCTb ee pyKM. TOTHaC B3ApOrHyAa. ripMCTaAbHO 
B3rAflAeBLUMCb eM b rAa3a, CKa3aAa oAHy eAMHCTBeHHyio cf>pa3y: 

-Tm B>Ke, AOU.KD, no6epe>KMCb... 

3aTeM 6biCTpo BbiujAa npM>KMMan BHynKy k ce6e m cpa3y 3aTepaAacb b TOAne 
yAMHHbIX npOXO>KMX. ABTo6yC TpOHyACfl, a nOTpflCeHHaa yCAblLUaHHblM 
KpMCTMHa OLUapaLLieHHblM B3rAflAOM npOAOA>KaAa MaLJJMHaAbHO CMOTpeTb B 
CTopoHy ocTaHOBKM, hto yAaAAAacb ot Hee Bee AaAbLue m AaAbiue. 


TAaBa I. 

UBeTOK M HO>K. 

Pa6oHee yTpo noHeASAbHMKa HanaAocb He coBceM CTaHAapTHo. 

- KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa, 6yAbTe Ao6pbi, 3aMAMTe ko MHe. - toaoc HanaAbHMKa 
OTAeAa 6poHMpoBaHM*i Tpe6oBaTeAbHO npo3BynaA b TeAecjjOHHOM Tpy6Ke. 

- TeHHaAMM BMKTOpOBMH, y>Ke MAy. 

- KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa, - CKa3aA oh, eABa AeByniKa nepecTynMB nopor 
Ka6MHeTa 3aKpbiAa 3a co6om ABepb, - MHe TyT c roAOBHoro ocjjMca nepeAaAM 
nanKy c AMHHbiM agaom HeKoro BAaAMMMpa AHMMTpoBa. Oh 6yAeT pa6oTaTb b 



HanieM OTAeAe no AaTMHoaMepMKaHCKOMy HanpaBAeHmo LUTaTHbiM 
nepeBOAHMKOM. Bot, no>KaAyMCTa 03HaK0MbTecb. K asbatm nacaM AOA>KeH 
noAOMTM CKDAa. Baiua 3aAana npeACTaBMTb ero BceMy KOAAeKTMBy. Ha 
6AM>KaMUjyKD HeAeAbKy Apyryto oh nocTynaeT k BaM b noAHoe pacnopaweHMe. 
BBeAeTe ero b Kpyr o6jmHHOCTeM, paccKa>KeTe o HtoaHcax HauieM o6meM 
pa6oTbi, MopaAbHO noAroTOBMTe... Hy, Bbi MeHfl noHAAM. BaM BeAb He BnepBOM 
3TMM 3aHMMaTbCfl? 

- Be3ycAOBHO, T eHHaAMM Bmktopobmh, cAeAaio Bee KaK Bbi CKa3aAM m b AynmeM 

BMAe. HTO-Hn6yAb eme? 

- rioKa Bee. Mo>xeTe mat m. 

BepHyBLUMCb b cbom Ka6MHeT, oHa B3rAAHyAa Ha cjjOTorpacjjMto HOBoro 
coTpyAHMKa, BKAeeHHyto b aHKeTy ero amhhoto AeAa. Ha Hee CMOTpeAo 
cnoKOMHoe m CBeTAoe amu,o KpynHoro My>KHMHbi, AeT TpMAUaTM-TpMAUaTM Tpex, 
c ynpjiMbiM KBaApaTHbiM noA6opoAKOM, KapMMM rAa3aMM, yBepeHHbiM, CAerKa 
HaCMeiUAMBblM B3rAflAOM M KOpOTKO CTpM>KeHHblMM, TpOHyTbIMM CeAMHOM 
BOAOCaMM. 

- "AkDAM C TaKOM BHeUJHOCTbKD name B npaBOOXpaHMTeAbHbIX opraHax 
pa60TaKDT. Mam Hao6opOT - M3 KpMMMHaAbHOM CpeAbl He BblAe3atOT..."- 
noneMy-TO noMopmMBLUMCb, noAyMaAa OHa. 

HeCMOTpfl Ha TO, HTO BAaAMMMp CMAbHO HanOMMHaA KAaCCMHeCKOTO 6aHAMTa 
3nOXM AMXMX AeBflHOCTbIX, OH, CyAfl no npMAO>KeHHblM K aHKeTe KCepOKOnMflM 
AOKyMeHTOB, 6biA AocraTOHHO o6pa30BaH. Ilapy AeT Ha3aA craA BbinycKHMKOM 
npecTM>KHoro b CTOAMue yHMBepcMTeTa, 3aKOHHMB cj>aKyAbTeT Me>KAyHapoAHoro 
MeHeA>KMeHTa m TypM3Ma. B KanecTBe 6oHyca k AMnAOMy MMeA napoHKy 
cepTMc|)MKaTOB noATBepxKAatoinMX 3HaHMe McnaHCKoro. M TeM He MeHee, b 
CBoeM npeAnoAO>KeHMM OHa noHTM He OLUM6Aacb - M3 ero aBTo6Morpa<j>MM 
y3HaAa, HTO AO ABaAUaTM nflTM AeT TOT yCneA M KOHTpaKTHMKOM B apMMM 
nocAy>KMTb m Ha rpa>KAaHKe TeAoxpaHMTeAeM nopa6oTaTb. 

- "Aa... npaBMAbHO roBopnT, hto nyTM TocnoAHM HeMcnoBeAMMbi! 3 to >Ke HaAo 
TaK nocTapaTbca nepecKOHMTb c cmaobmkob b Typ6M3Hec..." - ropbKO 
ycMexHyAacb OHa. Ho pa3 y>K toaobhom ocJjmc cneA Hy>KHbiM npMCAaTb TaKoro 
nepeBOAHMKa, ePi HMHero He ocTaBaAocb, KaK BBecTM ero b Kypc AeAa. 

- OAeHbKa - Ha6paAa OHa cbokd ceKpeTapiuy, - c MMHyTbi Ha m m HyTy AOA>KeH 
noflBMTbca HeKMM BAaAMMMp Ahmmtpob. TaK bot, KorAa oh npMAeT 
HeMeAAeHHo npoBeAM ero ko MHe. 

- f\ Bac noHAAa, KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa. 

Eu^e He ycneB amhho c hmm no3HaKOMMTbca, OHa McnbiTaAa CTOMKoe nyBCTBO 



aHTMnaTMM. M B03HMKLUeM AMLilb Ha OCHOBaHMM erO 6norpac|)MM M (}>OTOrpa(|>MM 
AMLia. yMOM 0C03HaBaAa, HTO 3TO TAynO BblTAflAMT CO CTOpOHbl - CyAMTb o 
neAOBeKe Aawe toakom ero He 3Haa, OAHaKO, hto 6wao to 6biAO. M nepBoe 
BnenaTAeHMe 0Ka3aA0Cb oTHeTAMBO HeraTMBHbiM. 

TeM BpeMeHeM CTpeAKM HacTeHHbix nacoB noKa3aAM AeBflTb. 

- "MHTepecHO, a nyHKTyaAbHOCTb eMy Boo6Lue 3HaKOMa?"— XMbiKHyAa AeBywKa. 
Ho He nponiAo m napbi MMHyT, TeAecjjoH Ha CTOAe 3a3BeHeA, OHa CHflAa Tpy6Ky m 
b Hen nocAbiwaACfl 3 bohkmm, eiye coBceM astckmm toaocok OAeHbKM. 

- KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa, KaK Bbi m npeAynpe>KAaAM, BAaAmvmp Ahmmtpob 
TOAbKO hto npMLueA. 9 \ nocbiAaio ero k BaM. 

- Cnacn6o, OAeHbKa. 

Hepe3 HecKOAbKO ceKyHA b Asepb nocTynaAM. 

- BAaAMMkip Ahmmtpob, - CKa3aAa OHa, nocAe Toro KaK npMBeTCTBeHHan nacTb 
pa3roBopa nAaBHO nepeTeKAa b AeAOBoe pycAO, - BaM y>Ke M3Becmo, hto Hama 
KOMnaHMfl b 3tom roAy BbixoAHT Ha HOBbiM pbiHOK no nepcneKTMBHbiM cennac 
HanpaBAeHMflM: MeKCMKa-Ky6a-AaTMHCKaa AMepMKa. M HaM Hy>KHbi 
cneLikiaAMCTbi npo<j>eccnoHaAbHO BAaAeioinMe McnaHCKMM: aaa agaobom 
neperiMCKM m aaa ycTHbix CMHxpoHHbix nepeBOAOB c TaMOLUHeM ctopohom, b 
cAynae KOMaHAHpoBOK. Co6cTBeHHo roBopa, bot noneMy Bbi 3Aecb. 9\ 
nOApo6HO 03HaK0MAKD BaC C BaLUMMM o6fl3aHHOCTflMM M npeACTaBAKD Ka>KAOMy 
coTpyAHMKy KOMnaHMM. Ho npe>KAe Bcero, y MeHfl k BaM 6yAeT ABa noHTM 
AMHHbIX Bonpoca. Mo>kho? 

- 3aAaBaMTe, KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa, - yAbi6HyAca My>KHMHa, - ft Becb bo 
BHHMaHHkl! 

- f\ npo6e>KaAacb no BaweM 6norpacj)MM m y3HaAa, hto Bbi pe3Ko, m b o6meM 
y>Ke B AOCTaTOHHO 3peAOM B03paCTe peLUMAM KapAHHaAbHO M3MeHMTb CBOIO 
>KM3Hb: yPiTM, CKa>KeM TaK, c apMMM Ha rpa>KAaHKy. Ecam He ceKpeT, hto Bac 
no6yAMAo nocTynMTb Ha Me>KAyHapoAHbiM Typn3M? 

- BkiAHTe am... KpMCTMHa... - TyT oh CAerKa 3anHyAca, - ft He M3 po6Koro 
AecflTKa, Aa m no MoeMy BMAy 3Toro He CKa3aTb. Ho ft... npocTO noHAA, hto am... 
ocraBaTbca Ha npe>KHMx pa6oTax CTaHOBMTca aaa MeHn npeBaTbiM. 3to 
nocTOAHHaa 6aAaHCMpoBKa Ha rpaHM >km3hm m CMepTM. K ABaAuaTM naTM roAaM, 
no MeHbmePi Mepe pa3 nflTb ft 6biA Ha nopore CMepTM m bcakmm pa3 TOAbKO 
nyAO MeHfl m cnacaAo. MaTb bca M3BeAacb Ha HepBax. OTeu, b nocAeAHee BpeMfl 
Tame CTaA HacTaMBaTb Ha CMeHe npo<j>eccMM. Aa hto y>K rpexa TaMTb, 

KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa, caMOMy CTpamHo 6biAo! KyAa 6e3 3Toro? KaKOM 
neAOBeK corAacMTca yMepeTb b ABaAuaTb nsTb? 



- rioHMMcUo... - 3aAyMHMBO npoM3HecAa oHa. - A noneMy mmchho McnaHCKMM m 
OTK yAa CTOAb xopoiuee 3HaHMe? 

- A, c 3tmm y MeHfl Bee npocro! - CHOBa yAbi6HyAca oh. - Mom poAMTeAM 
pOAOM M3 MoAAOBbl M npeKpaCHO 3HaiOT A3blK. npaBAS, pOAMACfl y>Ke B 
KMeBe, ho OTeu, c ASTCTBa AOMa cneuMaAbHO pa3roBapMBaA co mhom TOAbKO Ha 
MOAAaBCKOM, XOTeA HT06bl M ft erO 3HaA. llOTOM MHe 3TO CMAbHO npMTOAMAOCb. 
llocKOAbKy MMefl xopoiiiyto 6a3y b oahom poMaHCKOM A3biKe BnoAHe AerKO 
nepeKAKDHMTbca Ha ApyroM. 

KorAa Ha BHenAaHOBOM co6paHMM b necTb npnxoAa b KOMnaHMto HOBoro 
COTpyAHMKa, BAaAMMMp 6blA 0<|)MI4MaAbH0 npeACTaBAeH BCeMy KOAAeKTMBy, 
aHTMnaTMio k HeMy OHa y>Ke He omymaAa. Ta coBepiueHHO 6eccAeAHO KyAa-TO 
McnapMAacb. OnocAa, aHaAM3Mpya cbom mncam o hobom pa6oTHMKe, KpMCTMHa 
noHJiAa, noneMy M3HanaAbHO noAyMaAa o HeM nAoxo. 

Oh CBOMMM 4»M3MHeCKMMM AaHHbIMM COBepLiieHHO He BnMCbIBaACfl B TMnMHHbie 
o6pa3bi ee KOAAer no TypMCTMHecKOMy 6M3Hecy. Ero pocT 6biA noA MeTp 
AeBflHOCTO, a cj>Mrypa MMeAa aTAeTMHecKoe TeAocAO>KeHMe. TaKMX AtoAePi b 
T ypM3Me OHa HMKorAa He BCTpena. Hto c oahom CTopoHbi, kohchho, BecbMa 
yAMBA^Ao, c ApyroM - HacTopa>KMBaAO. 

KpoMe Toro, rAy6oKO b noAC03HaHMM AaBHO m npoHHO 3aceAo ynpjiMoe 
npeAy6e>KAeHMe, hto AecKaTb, HapoAHaa MyApocTb peAKO KorAa oi±iM6aeTar A 
e>KeAM TaK, TO paCCHMTbIBaTb Ha HeHTO OCo6eHHOe TyT flBHO He npMXOAMAOCb. 
CMAa - m npMHeM HeMaAaa, b 3tom neAOBeKe 0AH03HaHH0 npMcyTCTBOBaAa. A 
bot b HaAMHMe yMa - hto 6oAee Heo6xoAMMo m BOCTpe6oBaHHo b Hai±ie BpeMA 

- KpMCTMHa noHanaAy He BepMAa. 

TaK>Ke en He noHpaBMAocb, hto 6yAyHM y>Ke OTHKDAb He toHouieM, BAaAMMMp 
peiilMA CTOAb KapAMHaAbHbIM o6pa30M M3MeHMTb CBOtO >KM3Hb. B ee TAa3aX 
AaHHOe o6CTOJ1TeAbCTBO He Ao6aBAflAO eMy 6aAAOB. OAHaKO AMHHbIM pa3rOBOp 
Bee npoacHMA m neTKO paccTaBMA no cbomm MecTaM. OHa noHAAa, hto 
M y>KHMHa, KaK aaa noTeHUMaAbHoro pa6oTHMKa mx ccjjepbi, npoM3BOAMT BnoAHe 
ce6e aAeKBaTHoe BnenaTAeHMe. 

K TOMy >Ke, BpeMfl noKa3aAO, hto eMy yAaAOCb BecbMa 6biCTpo BAMTbcn b HOBbiM 
AA ft ce6 ft KOAAeKTMB. ripoujAo Bcero napy HeAeAb m ero CMeAO mo>kho 6nao 
H a3BaTb HaCTOflLUeM AyLUOM KOMnaHMM. BeAb nOAo6HO MHOTMM ApyrMM 
OpraHM3ai4MflM, COTpyAHMKM MX OTAeAa TaK>Ke 6blAM pa3o6LMeHbl Ha HeCKOAbKO, 
OTHOCMTeAbHO He3aBMCMMbix rpynn no MHTepecaM. A nocAe ero npnxoAa, 
o6l±|,afl aKTMBHOCTb KOAAeKTMBa COCpeAOTOHMAaCb BOKpyr ero KOMnaHeMCKOM 
nepcoHbi. I"1oao6ho MarHMTy, oco3HaHHO mam HeT, ho k HeMy noTAHyAMCb 
6yKBaAbHo Bee. 

He3aMeTHO aaa ce6ft OHa CMeHMAa nepBMHHyio xoAOAHOCTb m paBHOAyuiMe k 



KOAAere Ha >kmbom m HenoAAeAbHbiM k HeMy MHTepec. HeMaAOBawHyio poAb b 
3 tom cbirpaA m yKa 3 Luecjja, Ha BpeMA CBA 3 aB mx o6omx Ha pa6oneM MecTe, noA 
6 okom Apyr y Apyra. M 6yAynn npMCTaBAeHHbiM k Hen, BAaAMMMp waAHO m c 
nOAAMHHbIM MHTepeCOM AHflMM HanpOAeT BblCAyiUMBaA Becb ee M H CTpy KTa>K. A 
OHa, co CBoen CTopoHbi, nocTapaAacb npMOTKpbiTb nepeA hum MHome 
TOHKOCTM M yCAOBHOCTM MX o6meM pa6oTbl. TaK>Ke B Mepy Heo6xOAMMOCTM M 
ocTaBaacb b paMKax npocj>eccMOHaAbHOM 3 tmkm, 3 apaHee npeAOCTeperAa ot 
P^A a TMnMHHblX OUJM60K M AOByiUeK, HpeBaTbIX AAfl HOBMHKOB, OCo6eHHO B 
nepBbie ahm. yBeAa m ot noABOAHbix KaMHeM, Ha KOTopbie tot HecoMHeHHO 6bi 
HanopoAca, He 6yAb y Hero TaKOM nyTKOM m BHMMaTeAbHOM HacTaBHMLibi. 

Ho oAHa>KAbi CAyHMAocb to, Hero KpMCTMHa noAC03HaTeAbHo, He OTAaBaa ce6e 
OTHeTa, onacaAacb. Bee ee npeAy6e>KAeHMfl OTHOCMTeAbHO BAaAMMMpa k 3TOMy 
BpeMeHM ycneAM OKOHnaTeAbHO pa3BeflTbca, a BMecTO hmx no^BMAocb HeHTO, 
COBCeM MM npOTMBOnOAO>KHOe. KaK no MaHOBeHMK) BOALUe6HOM naAOHKM, OH 
BApyr pa3!.. m npeACTaA nepeA Hen b coBepiueHHO mhom KanecTBe. M k CBoeMy 
y>Kacy, AeByLUKa oco3HaAa, hto oh HanaA eM HpaBMTbcn. ripMHeM HpaBMTbcn 
MMeHHO KaK My>KHMHa, b ceKcyaAbHOM acneKTe, hto 6biAo BecbMa HeAOBKO m 
KpaMHe He>KeAaTeAbHO. BHe3anHO HaKaTMBLuee CMAbHoe nyBCTBO CMymaAO m 
nyraAO oAHOBpeMeHHO. 

CMymaAO npe>KAe Bcero noTOMy, hto oamh m3 nyHKTOB mx BHyTpeHHero, 
KopnopaTMBHoro KOAeKca 3anpeu4,aA coTpyAHMKaM Aio6bie npoaBAeHMfl 
CAy>Ke6Hbix poMaHOB Ha pa6oneM Mecre. riyraAO OTToro, hto BAaAMMMp, 
HecMOTpa Ha Ato6e3Hoe m noHTMTeAbHoe k HeM OTHomeHMe, 3a Bee BpeMfl mx 
3HaKOMCTBa TaK hm pa3y He nepecTynMA Ty HeBMAMMyto rpaHb, 3a npeAeAaMM 
KOTOpOM, HyTKafl >KeHCKafl MHTyMLIMfl MOrAa 6bl HaAeflTbCfl Ha HeHTO 6oAblliee, 
neM npocTO Apy>t<6a. M OTcyTCTBMe nepBoro Luara c ero CTopoHbi, OTKpoBeHHO 
roBopa, yApynaAO m nenaAMAo. 

HecKOAbKo Mecflu,eB Ha3aA, KpMCTMHa KpaPme cao>kho m 6oAe3HeHHo aaa ce6a 
3aBepiuMAa onepeAHbie AMHHbie OTHOLueHMfl. Te nepcneKTMBHO pa3BMBaAMCb b 
T eneHMe noAyroAa, BApyr 3ai±iAM b TynMK m... 3aKOHHMAMCb noAHbiM cjjMacKO. 
Moaoaom neAOBeK 6biCTpo, a rAaBHoe, 6e3 BecKMX Ha to npMHMH, npMHUA 
pemeHMe yMTM, ocTaBMB ee oAHy b noAHOM pacrepaHHocTM m HaeAMHe c 
CMAbHeMLueM o6maom. OneHb >KaAb 6biAo noTepyiHHoro BpeMeHM, ho npe>KAe 
Bcero, KOHeHHO, 6biAo 6e3yMHO >KaAb caMy ce6a. AeBywKa McnbiTaAa rAy6oKoe 
MopaAbHoe yHM>KeHMe, a no ee nyBCTBy co6cTBeHHoro AOCTOMHCTBa 6biA 
HaHeceH coKpyuiMTeAbHbiM yAap. I - ! p e AAO>Ke h m e "pa36e>KaTbCfl" nocTynMAo c 
ero CTopoHbi, a 3to AMLUb yABaMBaAO AyLUGBHyto 6oAb. K TOMy >Ke, 3a noAroAa 
OTHOLueHMM OHa ycneAa no-HacToameMy BAio6MTbCfl m Aa>Ke BTaMHe 
paccMaTpMBaAa ero b KanecTBe oTua cbomx 6yAymnx AeTeM... Ho yBbi, He 



CpOCAOCb. 

EoflCb OLUn6nTbCfl b onepeAHOM pa3 m CHOBa noTepjiTb AparoueHHoe Bpeivm, - 
a nepBbiM TpeBOKHbifi 3BOHOHeK npo3BeHeA euj,e b nponiAOM roAy, KorAa 
ABaAuaTMnflTMAeTHMM to6nAeM BenepoM npmuAOCb OTMenaTb b noAHOM 
oAHHonecTBe, - OHa CTaAa HaMHoro meneTMAbHee noAxoAMTb k Bonpocy 
Bbi6opa KaBaAepa. Ao TaK Ha3biBaeMoro "KpMTMnecKoro B03pacTa" (o neM 
HacTeHbKO cyAanMAM MHorne ee npMATeAbHMLibi) 6biAo, npaBAa, eme 
AocTaTOHHO AaAeKO. C ApyroPi CTopoHbi, OHa npeKpacHO noHMMaAa, hto ePi yx<e 
OTHioAb He BOceMHaAuaTb. A noceMy, rAyno 6biAo 6bi AerKOMbiCAeHHO 
pa36pacbiBaTbca roAaMM, Tpam mx Ha OTHOLueHMfl, KOTopbie b KOHeHHOM cneTe 
HMKyAa He npMBeAyT. 

Aep>Ka 3 tm AOBOAbi b yMe, KpMCTMHa nepBoe BpeMfl nbuaAacb y6eAMTb ce6a b 
TOM, HTO eM npOCTO HpaBMTCfl AyMaTb O CeKCyaAbHOM BAeneHMM K BAaAMMMpy. 
Hto 3to noAo6HO HeKOMy HaBax<AeHMK>, CAaAKOMy, ho AypMaHameMy MopoKy: 
roAOBy noKpy>KMT, Aa OTnycTMT. Ho lliam ahm, HeAeAM, a bo3hmklumm MHTepec 
He3aMeTHO nepepoc b caMyio HacToamyio AHKyto CTpacTb. M 3Ta CTpacTb, He 
MMea bo3mo>khoctm BbipBaTbCfl Hapy>Ky m HaMTM ce6e AOA>KHoro npMMeHeHkie, 
KaAeHHbiM >KeAe30M Bbi>KnraAa Bee HyTpo, AeAaa ee M3AMi±me ycraAOM m 
pa3Apa>KMTeAbHOM. 

3AMAO M CMAbHO BbIBOAMAO M3 MOpaAbHOrO paBHOBeCMfl eLH,e M TO, HTO OH K 
3TOMy BpeMeHM He npeMMHyA npojiBMTb ce6a b KanecTBe caMoro HacToamero 
Ka3aHOBbi. Ao Hee aoluam CAyxM o napoHKe He oco6o OTaroineHHbix 
HpaBCTBeHHOCTbKD COTpyAHMU, KOMnaHMM, KaK M O HeCKOAbKMX MX 
KopnopaTMBHbix KAMeHTOK, KOTopbie y>Ke ycneAM no6biBaTb b ero KpenKMX 
o6bflTMflX. B KOAAeKTMBe (KaK BnpoHeM M BHe ero) HMHTO He MOTAO yKpblTbCJI 
ot ee 3opKMX rAa3. OHa MHoro Hero BMAeAa m 3aMenaAa. OcTaAbHoe ycneuiHO 
noACKa3biBaAa weHCKaa MHTyMLiMfl. A bot ero TaK m He cyMeAa noAHOCTbio 
pa3raAaTb. EbiA oh m yMHbiM, m TaKTMHHbiM, m aM6MLiM03HbiM, a nopoM - 
coBepmeHHo He 3HaioinMM rpaHMLi pa3yMHoro. Ka3aAOCb, b ak>6om momcht 
BA aAMMMp 6biA roTOB no>KepTBOBaTb ycneniHocTbKD Kapbepbi b yroAy 
CMKDMMHyTHbix nAOTCKMX yBAeneHMM. Oahmm caobom - M ht eAAe KTyaA, MrpoK M 
aAbc|)a caMeu b oahom cjjAaKOHe. 

LLIaHC xoTb KaK-TO McnpaBMTb rpycTHyto CMTyauMto BbinaA Ha onepeAHOM 
e>KeKBapTaAbHOM KopnopaTMBe. 

- BAaAMK, - CKa3aAa OHa Ha6paBLUMCb cmcaoctm nocAe neTBepTOM pkdmkm 
KOHbflKa, - Mbl MO>KeM OTOMTM B CTOpOHKy? MHe Hy>KHO C T060M KOe O HeM 
nOTOBOpMTb... 

- KoHeHHo, KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa. Becb b BaiueM pacnopa>KeHMM. - LUMpoKo 



yAbl 6 HyACfl OH. 

- OcTaBb b noKoe ocj>m4no3! Mbi He b oc]>Mce. riocAymaM BAaAMK, npn3Haiocb, 
KorAa Tbi TOAbKO nocTynMA k HaM pa6oTaTb, a Te6a noneMy-TO HeB3Ato6nAa. 
KaKaa-To aHTMnaTMfl B03HMKAa, necmoe caobo! He 3Haio, noneMy TaK 
CAO>KMAOCb... Ho B o6meM, Tenepb 3TO COBepmeHHO He Ba>KHO... 

- A hto Tenepb Ba>KHO? - 3araAOHHO cnpocMA oh. 

-A Ba>KHO TO, HTO nOHflAa, HTO Tbl AAfl MeHfl... 3HaHMLUb HeHTO 6 oAbLUee, HeM 
npocTO Apyr... 6 oAbiue neM KOAAera no pa 6 oTe... 9\ He 3Haio KaK Tbi 
OTpearnpyeujb Ha Moe npn3HaHne, c TaKOM-TO BHeujHOCTbio y Te 6 a HaBepHflKa 
HHKOTAa He 6 blAO HeAOCTaTKa B >KeHCKOM BHMMaHMM M... Hy B o 6 l±ieM... MO>KeT 
6 biTb a oneHb rAyno BbirAawy m onpoMeTHMBO nocTynato b tbomx rAa3ax, 
roBopa Te 6 e 06 3tom, ho hto ecTb to ecTb, He Mory 6 oAbLue TepneTb m 
MOAHaTb. BAaAMK, Tbl MHe HpaBMLUbCfl! HpaBMLUbCfl, KaK HaCTOfll±|,MM My>KHMHa! 
Bee! ft AOAro HecAa 3to nyBCTBO b ce 6 e m bot, HaKOHeu, npM3HaAacb! 

K HeonncyeMOMy TpeneTy KpMCTMHbi, tot He roBopa hm CAOBa, o 6 haa ee 3a 
nAeHM, KpenKO npM>KaA k ce 6 e m BnMBiuMCb CMAbHbiMM ry 6 aMM b ee ry 6 bi, camaca 
c Hen b AOAro m m CTpacTHOM noueAye. 

Becb Benep oh 6 oAbLue He otxoama ot Hee hm Ha iuar. Vxa>KMBaA KaK mot, 
npOflBAflfl BCKD raAaHTHOCTb M o 6 xOAMTeAbHOCTb CBOeM UJMpOKOM HaTypbi. He 
>KeAa *1 AO>KMAaTbCfl OKOHHaHMfl CKyHHOM M <J>OpMaAbHOM BenepMHKM, OHM 
He3aMeTHO aaa Bcex OTTyAa ycKOAb3HyAM. OnbflHeHHaa ot HaxAbiHyBLuero 
cnacTbfl 6 oAbiue, neM ot BbinMToro aAKoroAa, ocTaTKaMM pa3yMa oHa noHMMaAa, 
hto Hero>Ke aaa AeByuiKM corAaiuaTbCfl Ha mhtmm b nepBoe CBMAaHMe, ho 
HMnero He MorAa c co6om noAeAaTb. HyAecHbiM Benep nAaBHO nepeTeK b He 
MeHee nyAecHyio HOHb, CTaBiuyio aaa Hee oco 6 eHHO Ba>KHOM m 3HanMMOM. M 
Aa>Ke, b KaKOM-TO Mepe, noBopoTHOM b ee cyAb 6 e. BnponeM, KaK OKa3aAocb 
BnOCAeACTBMM, 3Ta HOHb CTaAa nOBOpOTHOM He TOAbKO AAfl Hee... 

KpMCTMHa He oiuM 6 Aacb. BAaAMMMp npM 6 oAee 6am3kom 3HaKOMCTBe 0Ka3aAca 
MMeHHO TeM TMnOM My>KHMHbl, KOTOpOrO eM TaK He XBaTaAO no >KM3HM. ByAyHM 
AOCTaTOHHO yMHbIM (HO 6e3 3aHyACTBa), OH 6 blA AerOK B o 6 meHMM, HeBepOflTHO 
CMeAbIM M OTHaflHHbIM. M3pflAHafl AOAfl 3AOpOBOrO aBaHTIOpM3Ma (m Aa>Ke 
KaneAbKa u,MHM3Ma) b HeM Bee >Ke npMcyTCTBOBaAa, hto, BnponeM, BOBce ee He 
oropnaAO. Hao 6 opoT, 3tm KanecTBa npMAaBaAM eMy oco6nm aock, a Ha 
n0AC03HaTeAbH0M ypoBHe Bbi3biBaAM y Hee nyBCTBO nepMaHeHTHOM 3M(j>opMM m 
BOCXM lHeHMfl HOBbIM KaBaAepOM. 

OHa npMBblKAa CHMTaTb ce6fl CMAbHOM AMHHOCTblO, nOCKOAbKy BOAeiO CyAb6bl 
eM npMLUAOCb paHO nOB3pOCAeTb M Bcero B >KM3HM Ao6MBaTbCfl CaMOM. Ho 
MHorAa, a oco6eHHo aoapmmm oamhokmmm BenepaMM, TaK xoTeAOCb 
nonyBCTBOBaTb ce6a CAa6oM m 6e33amMTHOM, KOMy-HM6yAb no-HacToameMy 



Hy>KHOM m ropyiHO ak>6mmom. OnepeTbca Ha KpenKoe My>KCKoe nAeno, 
OT6pocnTb Bee >KMTeMCKne npo6AeMbi m Heyp^AHLibi KyAa-Hn6yAb AaAeKO 
AaAeKO. KpMCTMHa, caobho BceM cbomm ecTecTBOM omymaAa, hto oh MAeaAbHO 
ePi noAxoAHT. M MMeHHo c hum mo>kho 6biAo 6bi m 6yAymee CBA3aTb... 

ripaBAa, MHorAa en Ka3aAOCb, hto oh He oneHb nyTKMM. He6oAbLuafl rpy6ocTb 
HaTypbi m rAyxoTa co3HaHMfl 6biAa eMy npMcyma. Ho kto 6bi hto hm roBopMA, a 
CAbiLuaTb m CAyniaTb ApyrMX oh Bee >Ke yMeA. Hto KacaAOCb cj)M3MHecKOM molum 
m ceKcyaAbHOM 3Heprnn - to TyT eMy noMCTMHe He 6biAo paBHbix cpeAM Bcex 
Tex, c KeM en npe>KAe AOBOAHAocb BCTpenaTbca. Ho 6oAbiue Bcero paAOBaAO 
TO o6CTOflTeAbCTBO, HTO BAaAMMMp nOAHOCTbKD n03a6blA M OTKpeCTMACfl OT 
npe>KHMX aMypHbix noxo>KAeHMM, oh BceueAo nepeKAKDHMA Ha Hee CBoe 
BHMMaHkie m MHTepec. 

M xoTfl b oc|)Mce, y hmx no-npe>KHeMy He 6biAo npaBa a<J>Mi±iMpoBaTb AMHHbie 
OTHOLUeHMfl, nOA CTpaXOM BIlAOTb AO yBOAbHeHMfl, BHe pa60Tbl OHM CTaAM 
npoBOAMAM Bee CBo6oAHoe BpeMfl BMecTe. PoMaHTMHecKMe noxoAbi b 
KMHOTeaTpbi Ha no3AHMe ceaHCbi m CAeAytoiUMe 3a hmmm He MeHee 
pOMaHTMHeCKMe HOHM - 3aCTaBAflAM ee HyBCTBOBaTb ce6fl CaMOM CHaCTAMBOM 
>KeHinMHOM Ha CBeTe. OHa bca MAeAa ot HaxAbmyBiuero BHe3anHoro cnacTbfl, 
MOAMAa 3a Hero 6ora m 6oaAacb Aa>Ke noAyMaTb, hto 3to KorAa-HM6yAb MO>KeT 
3aKOHHMTbCJ1. 

ripOliJAO ABa MeCflLia 6e3yMHblX OTHOLUeHMM M AGByLLJKa, OTKpOBeHHO TOBOpfl, 
BTaMHe y>Ke AeAenAa HaAe>KAy ycAbimaTb ot Aio6MMoro CTOAb 3aBeTHbie aaa 
MHOTMX CAOBa O npeAAOKeHMM pyKM M CepAUa, BApyr np0M30LUA0 HeHTO 
CTpaHHoe, ePi coBepiueHHO HenoHflTHoe. B xapaKTepe BAaAMMMpa hto-to abho 
nOMeHflAOCb MAM CAOMaAOCb, M OH pa30M nepeCTaA 6blTb TaKMM MMAbIM M 
MAeaAbHbIM, KaKMM OHa npMBbIKAa ero BMASTb M 3HaTb. TpeneTHOe OTHOLUeHMe 
nOAHOCTbKD MCHe3AO M My>KHMHa CHOBa CTaA npeAnOHMTaTb OTHOCMTbCfl K HeM 
KaK k Apyry m KOAAere no pa6oTe, He Tpe6ya HMHero 6oAbi±iero. HeAOArMM 
nepMOA AK>6bM, KaKMM 6bl CTpaCTHbIM M CyMaCLUeALUMM OH HM 6blA, OCTaACfl B 
npoiuAOM m yBbi, AaAbHeMLuero npoAOAweHMfl He MMeA. 

KpMCTMHa ot oTHaaHMfl He HaxoAMAa ce6e MecTO. HMnyAbCMBHo nbiTaAacb 
6biAo noAHa>KaTb Ha Hero hmcto no->KeHCKM: ycTpoMTb eMy rpaHAM03HbiM 
CKaHAaA. Ho ropAocTb m He>KeAaHMe onycKaTbca b ero rAa3ax ao ypoBHfl 
3aypaAHOM CTepBbi, yAep>KMBaAo ee ot CTOAb Heo6AyMaHHoro nocTynKa. TaK>Ke 
BOBpeMfl BCnOMHMB O >KeCTKOM KOpnOpaTMBHOM yCTaBe, OHa, CTMCHyB 3y6bl, 
OKOHnaTeAbHO OTKa3aAacb ot noAo6HOM 3aTeM. A Bee ee npo3panHbie HaMeKM 
HeAoyMeHMfl m CTpacTM Ha Hero He B03biMeAM poBHbiM cneTOM HMKaKoro 
B03ASMCTBMA. TOT OHeHb 6blCTpO OT Hee OTCTpaHMACfl, Cpa3y CTaA XOAOAHbIM M 
Hepecnyp CKOBaHHbIM. 





KaK rpoM cpeAH flCHoro He6a npo3BynaAa aaa Hee HOBOCTb o npeACTOflinen 
CBaAb6e BAaAMMkipa. rio CAyxaM pa3HOCMMbiM coTpyAH m u,aM m OTAeAa, ero 
M36paHHkmeM CTaAa HeKaa o6ecneHeHHaa AaMOHKa 6aAb3aKOBCKoro B03pacTa, 

Aa eme m c AOBecKOM, b bmag MaAeHbKoro pe6eHKa ot nepBoro 6paKa. flKo6bi 
6yAyHM MX nOCTOflHHOM KAMeHTKOM, Ta B03blMeAa LLiaHC AMHHO C HMM 
no3Hai<oMMTbCfl m b peKopAHbie cpoKM BAto6MTb b ce6a. Mam B CBOM KanMTaAbl, 
b neM KpMCTMHa, BnponeM, 6biAa He yBepeHHa. OHa OTKpoBeHHO HeAoyMeBaAa. 

OAHa>KAbl yAaAOCb yBMASTb COnepHMLiy B>KMByiO. KaK MHTyMTMBHO M 
npeACTaBAAAa 3apaHee, era OKa3aAacb npe3MepHO yxoweHHaa m Bee eme 
KpacMBaa >KeHmnHa, KOTopaa, oAHaKO, BbirA^AeAa 0AH03HaHH0 CTapiiie Hero. M 
npo>KMBaAa npn 3tom He b CTOAMue, a rAe-TO b npoBMHLiMM. Ecam BepMTb 
CAyxaM, oh co6MpaAca yBOAMTbca c pa6oTbi, nepeexaTb k Hen, a nocAe CBaAb6bi 
>KMTb B ee HOBOM, TOAbKO HTO OTCTpoeHHOM OCo6HflKe. 

Pa3pbiBaeMaa Ha nacTM ot 3apo>KAarainerocfl rHeBa, npecTynMB nepe3 ropAOCTb 
m HaMA^ b ce6e cmaw, OHa peniMAa Bbi3BaTb ero Ha OTKpoBeHHbiM pa3roBop. 

- BAaAMK, iioctom! - 3aMaxaAa OHa pyKaMM, noAKapayAMB BAaAMMMpa Ha yAMue 
B03Ae 0(]>MCH0r0 3AaHMfl. - HaM Hy>KHO nOrOBOpMTb. 

- Aa, KpMCTMHKa. KoHeHHo. ft Te6a CAymara. - onycTMB rAa3a, tmxmm m 
BMHOBaTbIM TOAOCOM npOM3HeC OH. 

- BAaAMK, nO>KaAyMCTa, o6bflCHM MHe TOAbKO OAHy BeLUb. rioneMy TaK 
nOAyHMAOCb, HTO HaiilM OTHOLLieHMfl 3aKOHHMAMCb CTOAb BHe3anHO M, BpOAe 6bl, 
COBepilieHHO 6eCnpMHMHHO? HtO np0M30LLIA0? BeAb Bee TaK XOpOLUO 
pa3BMBaAOCb... Tbl MHe rOBOpMA, HTO 6e3 yMa OT MeHfl M... 

- Xm... Hy BMAMLUb AM... - 3anHyACfl OH, CTapaflCb npaBMAbHO nOAo6paTb 
Hy>KHbie CAOBa, - a BApyr oco3HaA, hto Mbi Apyr Apyry He noAxoAMM. 9 \ 
HeAOCTOMH Te6a... He 3Hara KaK Te6e 3to o6b*iCHMTb. Hy He CKAaAbiBaeTCfl, 
noHMMaeiub? 9 \ noAra6MA Apyryra m... npocTM MeHn, KpMCTMHKa... ho a 
co6Mparacb Ha HeM weHMTbca. 

- BAaAMK, ho BeAb Tbi ee coBepmeHHO He 3Haeiiib! M OHa Te6a, KCTaTM, TO>Ke. 
CKOAbKo AHeM Bbi 3HaKOMbi? AecflTb? AsaALiaTb? K TOMy >Ke, OHa CTapiiie. Te6fl 
3to He CMymaeT? M Aa>Ke ecAM cePinac pa3HMLia b B03pacTe He CTOAb 3aMeTHa, 
to y>Ke b 6AM>KaMLUMe roAbi, noBepb, o6*i3aTeAbHO nporiBMTCfl. ]/ Hee y>Ke ecTb 
pe6eHOK. CMOKeiub am Tbi npMHATb ero KaK poAHoro? Tbi cepbe3HO Bee 
npocHMTaA, Aa? 

- Aa. noAio6MA ee TaK, KaK He cmot noAio6MTb Te6n. MaAbHMLLiKy a, KOHeHHO, 
yCblHOBAIO. H3BMHM, HO 3TO BCe, HTO MOry Te6e CKa3aTb. He nOMMHaM 



AMXOM... 


Ymom, ho OTHtoAb He cepAUeM oco3HaB, hto 3Ta 6nTBa npokirpaHa pa3 m 
HaBcerAa, OHa 6biAa Bbmy>KAeHa OTCTynMTb. C oahom cropoHbi - npeKpacHO 
Bee noHAAa. Ho c ApyroPi - ee MyHMAa 3araAKa CTOAb pe3KOM CMeHbi ero 
npe>KHero k Hen OTHOLueHMfl. He b CMAax 6oAbiiie conpoTMBAflTbca 
o6CTOflTeAbCTBaM, AeByiilKa MOpaAbHO CAaAaCb M HeBOAbHO n03B0AMAa 
CMAbHeMLLieM o6MAe, BnepeMeniKy c ropenbio, MeAAeHHO 3anoAHMTb co6om bcio 
ee ocKop6AeHHyio m yHkOKeHHyto cymHOCTb. Co BpeMeHeM o6nAa 
npeBpaTMAacb b HacToamyio CAenyio apocTb, noMHOKeHHyto k TOMy >Ke Ha 
AHKyiO peBHOCTb. 

riopoM xoTeAocb KpMHaTb, hoao6ho yMaAmueHHOM, ho Aa>Ke Ha 3 to y Hee He 
6biAo npaBa. He MMea (KaK m Bee ocraAbHbie coTpyAHMKM) bo3mo>khoctm 
npOflBAeHMfl AMHHbIX 3MOI4MM Ha pa 60 HeM MeCTe, OHa C 6AeAHblM AMLIOM M 
COMKHyTbIMM AO nOCMHeHMfl ry6aMM BblHy>KAeHHO npOCM>KMBaAa B Ka6nHeTe Bee 
Heo6xOAHMOe BpeMfl, OT 3BOHKa AO 3BOHKa. A B MbICAflX npMAyMbIBaAa caMyto 
KpoBaByra ribiTKy, Ha KOTopyio b onepeAHOM HanAbiBe ropbKMX nyBCTB, 6biAa 
corAacHa o6penb BAaAMMMpa 3a bckd npMHMHeHHyio en 6oAb m crpaAaHMfl. 

PeaAbHaa >KM 3 Hb TeM He MeHee AMKTOBaAa cbom ycAOBMfl, Tpe6ya ot KpMCTMHbi 
b ee noAo>KeHMM npaKTMHecKM HeB 03 MO>KHoro. l""lo-npe>KHeMy 6biAo 
Heo6xoAHMo nacTO, a rAaBHoe Be>KAMBO, o6inaTbca c nepcoHaAOM no pa6oTe, 
npMHeM c o 6 ?i 3 aTeAbHOM Aex<ypHOM yAbi6KOM Ha AMue. lloAHafl 
npOTMBOnOAOXKHOCTb BHyTpeHHeTO HaCTpOfl M BHeLUHMX o 6 fl 3 aTeAbCTB 
MeAAeHHO CBOAHAa c yMa. E>KeAHeBHO BMAeTb ero b ocjjkice, b nepMOA 
AByxHeAeAbHOM Aopa6oTKM, npo6y>KAaAa b Hen CTOAb CMAbHoe OTnaaHMe m 
H eHaBMCTb k HeMy, hto HeecTecTBeHHyto 6AeAHOCTb ee am 14a m amxo paAOH h bi m 
6AeCK B TAa 3 aX, B KOHU,e KOHI4OB 3 aMeTMA M HanaAbHMK MX OTAeAa. 

- Hto-to HeBa>KHeuKM BbirA^AMTe b nocAeAHee BpeMfl, KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa. 
Hto c BaMM npoMexoAMT? - cnpocMA ee Luecj> HanpaMyio, b onepeAHOM pa 3 
Bbi3BaB k ce6e b Ka6MHeT. 

- Aa TaK... MaAOCTb npM6oAeAa, TeHHaAMM Bmktopobmh. Ho Bbi He BOAHyMTecb, 
Ha MoePi pa6oTe 3 to HMKaK He CKaweTca. - HaPiAfl b ce6e CMAbi coBpaAa OHa. 

-Hy KaK He CKaweTCfl?! ft KOTopbiM AeHb BM>Ky Bac 6AeAHOM, paccenHHOM, 
HeBHMMaTeAbHOM. Bbi He BcerAa c nepBoro pa 3 a noHMMaeTe o neM BaM roBopjiT, 
nacTo nepecnpaujMBaeTe. CTaAM npe 3 MepHo 3 a 6 biBHMBOM. HenyHKTyaAbHOM. 
necTHO roBopa, nepecTaA Bac y 3 HaBaTb! y MeHfl CKAaAbiBaeTCJi BnenaTAeHMe, 
hto Bbi 3Aecb m oAHOBpeMeHHo eme rAe-TO TaM, BMTaeTe b o6AaKax. TaK He 
noMAeT... 

- f eHHaAMM BMKTOpOBMH, B03bMy ce6a B pyKM! yBepflKD Bac, TaKOe 6oAbl±ie He 



noBTopMTCfl. 9\ 6 yAy npeAeAbHo BHMMaTeAbHOM. 

- Hy 3aneM TaK ce6ft HacMAOBaTb? - cmathmacji HanaAbHMK. - Ecam y Bac hto-to 
HenpMflTHOe C AOMaiUHMMM CAyHMAOCb, MAM Bbl 3a6oAeAM, - Bbl B03bMMTe 
6oAbHMHHbiM. OTAOXHMTe, ycnoKOMTecb, npMBeAMTe MbiCAM b nopaAOK. A Hepe3 
HeCKOAbKO AHeM CHOBa BblMAGTe Ha pa6oTy. AyMaiO, OTAbIX BaM nOMAST TOAbKO 
Ha noAb3y. 

- Bbl AeMCTBMTeAbHO COBeTyeTe MHe B3flTb He6oAbLUOM OTnyCK? 

- He coBeTyio, ft HacTaMBaio! TaK 6 yAeT Aynnie m aaa Bac m aaa KOMnaHMM. 

□ P m Aio6bix ApyrMx o6cTOATeAbCTBax, oHa HaBepHAKa conAa 6bi npeAAO>KeHMe 
Luecjja yHM3MTeAbHbiM aaa ce6ft, ho ceMHac 6biAa eMy TOAbKO HecKa3aHHO paAa. 
BMAeTb Bee eme Aio6MMoro m oAHOBpeMeHHO croAb HeHaBMCTHoro ePi 
BAaAMMMpa M 3HaTb, HTO OH, OTHbIHe, HMKOTAa y>Ke He 6yAeT C HeM, 6blAO Bblllie 
ee MopaAbHbix cma. 

AoMa peiuMAacb Ha nocAeAHioio, oTHaaHHyio nonbiTKy o 6 paTMTb Ha ce6ft 
BHMMaHMe. HeMHoro nopa3MbiCAMB, OHa nocAaAa eMy no 3AeKTpoHHOM noHTe 
CCblAKy Ha TOAbKO HTO BblLUeALUMM KAMn M3BeCTHOM M TpeMfllHeM Ha BCKD CTpaHy 
>KeHCKOM non-rpynnbi c mx HOBbiM xmtom "Ubbtok m ho>k". l""lo cio>KeTy bmaso 
MOAOAaa AeByniKa y 6 MBaeT CBoero HepaAMBoro Aio 6 oBHMKa: HaMrpaBLUMCb tot 
ee 6 pocMA, a OHa - BnaB b rAy 6 oKoe OTnaaHMe - b coctoahmm acjxj>eKTa 
3ape3aAa ero ho>kom. 06pa3HO accouMMpoBaB co 6 cTBeHHoe HecnacTbe c TeM, o 
neM neAOCb b necHe, KpMCTMHa b noAyiuyTAMBOM noAycepbe3HOM cjjopMe 
AonMcaAa b nMCbMe: 

"AoporOM MOM BAaAMK, BOT TOAbKO nOnpo 6 yM >KeHMTbCJ 1 Ha HeM M ft Te6 ft 
TaK>Ke 3ape>Ky!". 

B tot >Ke Benep oh npocMOTpeA nocAaHMe c nocAeAHeM HaAe>KAOM BHyTpM. 
BepHyBiueecfl yBeAOMAeHMe o npoHTeHMM 0AH03HaHH0 06 stom roBopMAo. Ho 
HanpacHo bckd HOHb, He coMKHyB rAa3, npocMAeAa OHa nepeA mohmtopom, 
o>KMAaa xoTb KaKoro-HM 6 yAb OTBeTa. TaK HMHero m He AO>KAaAacb. 

A nepe3 HeAeAio, peniMB, hto AaAbiue TflHyTb y>Ke HeKyAa, HaMA b ce6e 
OCTaTKM CMA - BbILUAa Ha pa6oTy. BAaAMMMp (k 3TOMy BpeMeHM yBOAMBLUMCb 
OKOHnaTeAbHo) ycneA yexaTb k CBoePi HeBecTe. A nepe3 Mecau, oh npMCAaA Ha 
aApec OTAeAa KOMnaHMM ahck c bmaso cbeMKOM co6ctb6hhom CBaAb6bi. OHa He 
xoTeAa ero CMOTpeTb. Ho no3>Ke, He yAep>KaBLUMCb ot co6Aa3Ha, Bee >Ke 
3acTaBMAa ce6ft 3to cAeAaTb. Cpa3y MaujMHaAbHO OTMeTMAa, hto tot BbirA^AeA 
CAerKa 3aTOpMO>KeHHblM, C eABa yAOBMMbIMM OTTeHKaMM rpyCTM B TAa3aX. 
Co3AaBaAOCb noAHoe BnenaTAeHMe, 6yATO caM oh toakom He ao KOHLia 
noHMMaA, hto BOKpyr Hero npoMexoAMT. Ho Ha akda^x, TeM He MeHee, abho 
xoTeA Ka3aTbca noKa3aTeAbHO BeceAbiM m Aa>Ke nbiTaAca HaMrpaHHO LuyTMTb. 



ripaBAa 3BynaAM ero LuyTKM BecbMa cjjaAbLUMBO m coBceM He CMeiuHO. 

HT 06 bl XOTfl 6 bl HaCTMHHO ero n03a6blTb M yHflTb 6oAb pa3AyKM, KpMCTMHe 
noHaAo6nAOCb AOArnx m AenpeccMBHbix noAroAa. BpeMfl ot BpeMeHM ot KOAAer 
Bee >Ke AOHOCMAMCb CAyxM o ero hobom ceMePmoM >km3hm. CTapaAacb HMKorAa b 
HMX He BHMKaTb. Pa6oTa B LLiyMHOM KOAAeKTMBe OnOCTblAeAa HaCTOAbKO, HTO 
nocAe ropbKkix pa3AyMMM m KOAe6aHMM, OHa npMHAAa onepeAHoe TpyAHoe aaa 
ce6a peweHMe m noKMHyAa KOMnaHmo. XoTeAocb npocro no6biTb AOMa oahom. 
l""lo>KMTb B TMLUMHe M nOKOe. 

TaK He3aMeTHO npoAeTeAO okoao Asyx AeT. 

Hepe3 MHTepHeT OHa noApa6aTbiBaAa KaK cj>pnAaHcep nepeBOAaMM AeAOBOM 
AOKyMeHTaLlMM C aHTAMMCKOrO A3blKa. Ao npe>KHMX 3apa6oTKOB, KOHeHHO, 6blAO 
BecbMa AaAeKO, ho Ha CKpoMHyto, oAMHOKyio >KM3Hb BnoAHe XBaTaAO. Cbom 
H ecoMHeHHbie nAKDCbi b TaKOM pa6oTe TaK>Ke MMeAMCb. M npex<Ae Bcero, to 
6blAO B03M0>KH0CTbKD nAaHMpOBaTb pa6oHMM rpacj)MK M paCnOpa>KaTbCfl AMHHbIM 
BpeMeHeM caMOM, a He no yKa3Ke HanaAbCTBa. 3 to paAOBaAo m OTnacTM 
yTeiuaAo. Caobho taotok HacToameM CBo6oAbi nonyBCTBOBaAa OHa, yMAfl Ha 
BOAbHbie xAe6a. 

riocAe nocAeAHero 4>nacKO b ak>6bm, nocAeAOBaAo rAy6oKoe pa30HapoBaHMe 
bo Bcex m Ka>KAOM. OHa HaMepeHHo pa3opBaAa Kpyr o6meHMfl c pa6onnM 
KOAAeKTMBOM. A KOTO-Am6o Cepbe3HO BnyCTMTb B CBOKD >KM3Hb B AaAbHeMLLieM - 
TaK m He peniMAacb. 

B oahh M3 BeceHHMX AHeM CAynaMHO noBcrpenaAa b ueHTpe ropoAa crapyio 
npMJITeAbHMLiy, M3 6blBLUMX KOAAer. M K Co6CTBeHHOMy yAMBAeHMKD, Aa>Ke 
MCKpeHHe o6paAOBaAacb 3tom BCTpene. BpeMfl OTnacTM noMorAo 3aAe*HMTb 
6blAbie paHbl M o6MAbl. Pa3TOBOpMAMCb. 06MeHflAMCb nOBCeAHeBHbIMM 
hoboctamm. OHa oHeHb xoTeAa, Aa Bee CTecHfiAacb cnpocMTb o BAaAMMMpe. A 
Ta, KaK Ha3AO, o HeM He ynoMMHaAa. y>Ke noA KOHeu, pa3roBopa, npomaacb m 
noHMMaa, hto Apyroro LuaHca MoweT m He OKa3aTbca, He BbiAep>KaAa m 
HanpyiMyKD noMHTepecoBaAacb: 3HaeT am Ta xoTb HTO-HM6yAb o HeM? 

- KaK? A Tbi pa3Be He b Kypce? - BbinyHMB rAa3a, McnyraHO BOCKAMKHyAa 
3HaKOMaa. 

- He b Kypce Hero? 

-TaK BeAb 3ape3aAM Haiuero BAaAMKa! 

- Hto?! 

- Hy Tbi Aaeiiib! Tbi peaAbHo HMnero He 3Haeiiib? 



- rioroAM! Tbi roBopmub 3ape3aAM? Kto? KorAa? 

- TaK npyiMO b 3Ty hobohdahioio HOHb! 

- Kto?! 

-Hy KaK kto? LLInaHa! MaAOAeTKM 6e3AOMHbie B3AyMaAM B3pocAoro My>KMKa 
orpa6nTb, Hy m BcaAMAM eMy ho>k b rpyAb, Aa npaMexoHbKO b cepAue m nonaAM. 
He 6biAo LuaHCOB y Hamero BAaAMKa. CoBceM He 6biAo. - Heo>KMAaHHO, 
no-6a6bn 3anpnHMTaAa oHa. 

- Bo>Ke Tbi mom! Aa KaK >Ke TaK?! - nyTb He BCKpMKHyAa KpMCTMHa. - BAaAMMMpa 
y6MAM MaAOAeTKM? Tbi yBepeHa? Bee paBHO, HMHero He noHMMaio... BeAb AaAeKO 
He Ka>KAblM BSpOCAbIM K HeMy nOAOMTM 6 bl peiUMACfl... 

- TaK-TO OHO TaK, - yHblAO COrAaCMAaCb npMflTeAbHMU,a, - Aa BMAaTb, CMAbHO 
nbflH 6biA Haiu BAaAMK. He CMor oh, 6eAHfl>KKa, 3tmm CBOAonaM OTnop AaTb. 
BMAaTb He CMor... 


r AaBa 2. 

Kpyr. 

CBoe paHHee agtctbo - npMMepHO AeT ao niiTM - KpMCTMHa He noMHMAa 
coBepmeHHO. Ot TeTyniKM, BocnMTaBiueM ee, OHa y3HaAa, hto b nepBbie cbom 
TOA bl 6blAa BeebMa 6oAe3HeHHblM M XMAbIM pe6eHKOM, a OAHa>KAbl HyTb He 
yMepAa. OAHaKO b caMbiM nocAeAHMM momcht, KorAa HaAe>KA Ha ee 
Bbi3AopoBAeHMe y BpaneM npaKTMHecKM He ocTaBaAocb, npoM3omAo HacToamee 
nyAO. Ta>KeAafl 6oAe3Hb BApyr pe3Ko OTCTynMAa m OHa oneHb 6biCTpo noujAa Ha 
nonpaBKy. 

B TpM C nOAOBMHOM TOAMKa M TaK CAa6eHbKOe 3AOpOBbe HanaAO CTpeMMTeAbHO 
yxyALuaTbca. K HecnacTbio, MecTHbiM ynacTKOBbiM Bpan b mx pa6oneM noceAKe 
OKa3aAaCb >KeHL4MHOM KpaMHe HeBe>KeCTBeHHOM, HeBeAOMO KaKMMM nyTflMM 
3anoAyHMBiueM MeAMLiMHCKMM AMnAOM. OHa ao nocAeAHero HacTOMHMBO 
OTroBapMBaAa poAMTeAeM ot MbiCAeM OTBe3TM pe6eHKa b o6AacTHyio AeTCKyio 
noAMKAMHMKy Ha noAHoe MeA o6cAeAOBaHMe. M poAMTeAM no HaMBHOCTM m 
A yiueBHOM npocTOTe CAeno ePi AOBep^AM. M KaK 0Ka3aA0Cb - coBepiueHHo 
HanpacHo. 

- Aewa, BCTaBaPi! - nepenyraHHaa >KeHLu,MHa AeT copoKa oTHanHHo TpacAa m 
6yAMAa 6e3M?iTe>KHO cnjunero My>KHMHy. - Aa npocHMCb Tbi, KpMCTMHKe nAoxo! 

- A... Hto TaKoe? - Bee euj,e He noHMMaa, hto npoMexoAMT, BbiAaBMA tot 
COHH bIM M npeAeAbHO yCTaAbIM OT XpOHMHeCKOrO HeAOCbinaHMJI TOAOCOM. 



- KpMCTMHKe nAoxo! ToBopto Te6e y Hee CMAbHbiPi >Kap! OHa 3aAbixaeTca! 

- Hto?! TaK 3bohm CKopee AAb6nHe, Hero >KAeiub? 

- K nepTy AAb6nHy! - B3BMAacb OHa. - Hkinero He cmncamt b CBoeM AeAe! 3pa 
TOAbKO HaM, Aypa, CTOAbKO BpeMeHM roAOBy MopoHMAa. Bbi3biBaPi TaKCM, noeAeM 
b o6AacTb! 

AeBOHKa ASMCTBMTeAbHO 3aAbixaAacb, 6opjiCb c cyxMM KaiiiAeM m TeMnepaTypoPi 
He cnaAatoineM HM>Ke copoKa rpaAycoB. ynacTKOBbiM Bpan b onepeAHOM pa3 
olum6ohho nocTaBMAa Anamo3 m AMLiiMAa pe6eHKa LuaHcoB Ha cKopoe 
Bbl3AOpOBAeHMe. B nOpbIBe OTHaflHMfl, B TpM Haca HOHM Bbl3B3B K AOMy TaKCM M 
OTAaB 3a Hero nocAeAHioio 3aHanKy, BCTpeBO>KeHHbie poAMTeAM ycneAM 
BOBpeMfl AOCTaBMTb B o6AaCTb CBOe eAMHCTBeHHOe COKpOBMLUe M AOBepMTb ero 
TaMOLUHMM AOKTOpaM. llepBblM >Ke peHTTeHOBCKMM CHMMOK Cpa3y BblflBMA 
noAHoe 3aTeMHeHMe AeBoro AerKoro, m KaK o6i±i,mm BepAMKT: KpaPiHe 
3anyLueHHyra craAMio BOcnaAeHMfl 6poHXOB. 

Becb tot MecflLi, hto KpMCTMHKa npoBeAa b 6oAbHMLie, 0Ka3aAca aaa ee 
poAMTeAen cymMM aAOM. CocTOflHMe asbohkm to yxyALuaAocb, to ocraBaAocb 
CTa6MAbHO Tfl>KeAblM. KopMMTb ee npMXOAMAOCb MCKyCCTBeHHO, nOCKOAbKy 
6oAbLUyKD HaCTb BpeMeHM Ta HaXOAMAaCb B 6eCC03HaTeAbH0M COCTOflHMM. 
AenaLUMM Bpan 6eccMAbHO pa3BOAMAa pyKaMM, bcakmm pa3 roBopa, hto ohm m 
TaK ASAatoT aaa Hee Bee B03MO>KHoe. MaMe c nanoM ocTaeTca pa3Be hto 
HaAe^TbCfl Ha Ayniuee m... MOAMTbcn. 

- BaM Hy>KHO 6biTb CMAbHOM MopaAbHO m cj>M3MHecKM. - oAHa>KAbi CKa3aAa ePi 
Bpan. - CoBpeMeHHaa MeAMLiMHa, kohchho, AaAeKO yniAa b CBoeM pa3BMTMM, ho 
k co>KaAeHMKD, no-npe>KHeMy He BcecMAbHa. Aep>KMTecb! 

YcAblLUaB 3TO, y AkDAMMAbl OT nOCTOflHHOM TpeBOTM M CKOriMBLUeMCH AMKOM 
ycTaAOCTM nonpocTy noAKOCMAMCb Horn. OHa noTepaAa co3HaHMe, c noAycAOBa 
npeKpacHO noHAB, k neMy ee nbiTatoTca noAroTOBMTb. 

Co6cTBeHHoe ee noAo>KeHMe TO>Ke b KaKOM-TO Mepe CTaHOBMAocb 
KpMTMHeCKMM. AeHbrM 6blAM nOHTM Ha MCXOAe, a Bee 3HaKOMbie M Apy3bfl, y 
KOTopbix yAaAOCb 3aHflTb no KpynMLiaM Ha npo>KMBaHMe b AemeBOM rocTMHMLie 
B03Ae AGTCKOM nOAMKAMHMKM, AaBHO 6blAM o63BOHeHbl M OnpOLUeHbl. ripMlilAOCb 
BbIMTM B HeOnAaHMBaeMbIM OTnyCK Ha HeOnpeAeAeHHblPi CpOK, TOAbKO HTo6bl 
nocTOAHHO 6biTb p^aom co CBoeM, y>Ke He noAaKDineM oco6bix HaAe>KA Ha 
Bbi3AopoBAeHMe AonypKOM. A AAeKcePi, noMMMO ochobhom pa6oTbi b ABe 
CMeHbi, roTOB 6biA 6paTbCfl 3a AKD6yKD noApa6oTKy, AMiiib 6 bi noAAep>KaTb 
cynpyry 4>MHaHCOBO. M Bee paBHO - AeHer KaTacTpo<]>MHecKM He XBaTaAO. 





KorAa XKeHmmna OKOHnaTeAbHO 6biAo OTnaaAacb ot rpo3flineM ePi 
6e3bicxoAHOCTM m naAa AyxoM, en npMCHMACfl oneHb crpaHHbiM m 
peaAMCTMHHbIM COH. B HeM OHa OKa3aAaCb B HeKOM nyCTbIHHOM MeCTHOCTM, 
nOAHOCTblO OKyTaHHOM ryCTbIM M CM3blM TyMaHOM. Ka3aAOCb, HTO B Ka>KAOM 
Ky6nnecKOM caHTMMeTpe TyMaHa coAepwaAacb HacTOAbKO BbicoKaa 
KOHueHTpauMfl CKop6n m nenaAM, hto nycroiub 6e3MOABHO KpnnaAa o CBoeM 
nOAHOM 3a6BeHMM M OAHHOHeCTBe. 

noHanaAy OHa coBepuieHHo He MorAa TaM opMeHTMpoBaTbca, Amiib 
6ecnoMOinHO 03npaAacb no CTopoHaM noAo6HO CAenoMy nyTHMKy. no ee 
BHyTpeHHMM omymeHMflM npoLUAO MMHyT AecflTb, npe>KAe HeM rAa3a cmotam 
npMBbIKHyTb K CTOAb Heo6blHHOM M nAOTHOM CpeAe. M TOAbKO TOrAa AlOAMMAa 
HeMHoro BnepeAM ce6a 3aMeTMAa CMa3aHHbiM CMAyaT, cyAfl no BceMy - 
>KeHCKMM, KOTopwM MeAAeHHO m nAaBHO ABMraAca ePi HaBCTpeny. 

B akd6om ApyroPi CMTyauMM, OHa, CKopee Bcero, McnyraAacb 6bi 
npoMCxoA^mero. Hy mam KaK MMHMMyM - B3AporHyAa, noe>KMAacb 6bi ot 
H eO>KMAaHHOCTM. TyT 6blAO Bee MHane. C HeKOTOpbIM yAMBAeHMeM, 
ManiMHaAbHO OTMeTMAa noAHoe OTcyTCTBMe CTpaxa BHyTpM. KorAa HecKOAbKO 
ceKyHA cnycTfl, HeneTKMM CMAyaT npM6AM3MAca Ha AocTaTOHHO 6AM3Koe 
paccroflHMe, b HeM OHa, k orpoMHOMy M3yMAeHMio, pa3rAAAeAa co6cTBeHHyio 
MaTb, yMepujyio 3a AeBflTb MecaueB ao pox<AeHMfl Kpmctmhkm! 

ripM3paK MaTepM abmach MMeHHO b tom o6pa3e m Hap^Ae, b KaKOM OHa cyMeAa 
3pMTeAbHO 3anenaTAeTb ee b npouecce noxopoH. B nepHOM c hot ao roAOBbi 
OAeflHMM, C >KeATOBaTblM M XyAOIHaBblM, CAOBHO nOAHOCTbKD CAenAeHHblM M3 
BOCKa amliom. BceM cbomm bmaom Ta He npoM3BOAMAa BnenaTAeHMe xkmboto 
HeAOBeKa, HO M MepTBOM, KaK HM CTpaHHO, COBepLLJeHHO He Ka3aAaCb. 

- MaMa?! - b y>Kace BbipBaAocb M3 AioAMMAbi. - Ho Tbi >Ke... Tbi... 

- npMLUAa Te6e CKa3aTb, AoneHbKa, - b roAOBe oiuapai±ieHHOM >KeHinMHbi 
3a3BynaA crapnecKM CAa6biM m ApowamMM toaoc, MMeHHO TaKMM ee MaTb m 
pa3roBapMBaAa b cbom nocAeAHMM ahm, - hto y Te6a cePinac no^BMAacb 

B03M0>KH0CTb Bbl6opa... 

- Bbi6opa? O neM Tbi MaMa? 

- Aa, Bbi6opa. Tbi noMMewb. llpaBAa KaK m noAo>KeHO, oaho m3 AByx: mam Tbi 
mam OHa. PeiueHMe npMHMMaTb Te6e. OAHaKO MMeM b BMAy, hto Kpyr cywaeTca 
MMeHHO 3TOM HOHblO... 

CKa3aB 3 to nocpeACTBOM TeAenaTMM, npM3paK b nepHOM, He o6opaHMBaacb, 
HanaA MeAAeHHO nAbiBfl OTCTynaTb Ha3aA, noKa BHOBb He pacTBopMAca b rycTOM 
TyMaHe. 



ripocHyBLUMCb, OHa CMyTHO noMHMAa npMCHMBLueecfl. AoAro He MorAa 
COo6pa3MTb HTO K HeMy, M npMHeM TyT HeKMM, Cy>KaKDLUMMCfl B 3Ty HOHb Kpyr. 
MyHHTeAbHO nbITaflCb BCnOMHMTb nOApo6HOCTM CHa, AOArO Ae>KaAa Ha KpOBaTM 
m no npMBbiHKe 6Ay>KAaAa B3rAflAOM no rocTMHMHHOMy HOMepy. noHanaAy Bee 
Ka3aAOCb ePi coBepmeHHO o6biAeHHbiM m 3ayp*iAHbiM. Ho TyT, BApyr, 
oKpy>KaKDmafl ee o6cTaHOBKa, caobho no MaHOBeHmo BOAwe6HOM naAOHKM, 
CTaAa cymecTBeHHo CMymaTb CBoePi HeAorMHHOCTbio m Aawe - CTpaHHOCTbio. 

CBeTMAbHMK, CTOflLU,MM Ha TyM6oHKe B03Ae KpOBaTM, nOHeMy-TO He BKAKDHMACfl, 
KorAa AtoAMMAa nonbiTaAacb ero BKAioHMTb, meAKHyB TyM6AepoM. A Bee BemM b 
nOAyMpaKe KOMHaTbl, npM KOHUeHTpaUMM Ha HMX BHMMaHMfl, HaHMHaAM MepuaTb 
AerKOM cjjMOAeTOBOM AtoMHHecueHLikieM. BcTaB c nocTeAM m noAOMA^ k 3epKaAy 

TpiOMO, OHa C 6oAbLUOM AOCaAOM OTMeTMAa HeeCTeCTBeHHyiO 6AeAHOCTb KO>KM 
Akiua. BbirAAAeAo TaK, 6yATo Ta 6biAa o6nAbHo noKpbiTa TOACTbiM cAoeM nyApbi. 
3aAyMaAacb. C3aAM nocAbiwaAca eABa yAOBMMbiM Ha CAyx meAHOK, >KeHin,MHa 
pe3Ko Ha Hero o6epHyAacb m TOTnac BCKpMKHyAa... 

yBMAeHHoe nopa3MAO ee ao TAy6nHbi AywM. Ka3aAOCb, BOBce m He noAxoAHAa k 
3epKaAy, a KaK hm b neM hm 6biBaAO, npoAOA>KaAa Ae>KaTb Ha KpOBaTM 
norpyx<eHHafl b rAy6oKMM coh. B 3tom He 6biAo 3ApaBoro CMbiCAa, nocKOAbKy 
OHa co CTopoHbi CMOTpeAa Ha caMy ce6ft m b to >xe Bpeivm - yMyApflAacb 6biTb 
cnflLuePi. 3acTbiB KaK BKonaHHaa, AOAro He MorAa oco3HaTb m yAo>KMTb b roAOBe 
Becb CKDppeaAM3M npokicxoAflinero. K TOMy >Ke, y Hee noaBMAocb CTpaHHoe m 
HaBA3HMBoe omymeHkie, HTO B KOMHaTe noMUMO Hee npMcyTCTByioT HeKkie 
nocTopoHHkie akdam, HeBMAMMbie rAa3y, m 3tm HeBMAHMKM cePinac oneHb 
npMCTaAbHO M BHMMaTeAbHO 3a HeM Ha6AKDAatOT. 

C rpexoM nonoAaM npeoAOAeB CKOBaBLUMM TeAo CTpax, OHa Bee >Ke pewMAacb 
cAeAaTb nepBbiM mar k CBoeMy BTopoMy "fl" m Ha omynb npoBepMTb ero Ha 
peaAbHOCTb. OCTOpO>KHO npMKOCHyAaCb AaAOHbKD K nAeny TOM ApyrOM, MMpHO 
cnameM AraAMMAbi. C HenpMflTHbiM yAMBAeHMeM o6Hapy>KMAa, hto cnflLMaa 
BOBce He MopoK, a HeHTO >KMBoe, HMKyAa npM 3 tom Mcne3aTb He 
co6Mpatomeecfl. 3 to 6biAa MAeaAbHaa Konna ee caMOM. Ee nAeno, ee amlio, ee 
TeAo b KOHLie KOHU.OB, TaKoe >Ke, KCTaTM, TenAoe m - a6coAKDTHO HacTOflinee. 

- "Ho eCAM 3TO HaCTOflLUafl ft, TO KTO TOrAa ft CaMa?" - C >KyTKMM BOAHeHMeM 
noAyMaAa OHa. 

HtO-TO 6oAbHO KOAbHyAO B rpyAM, 3aCTaBMB B3ApOrHyTb BCeM KOpnyCOM. 
CepAue ot HaxAbmyBmero BOAHeHMfl ynameHHo 3a6MAOcb. B ymax bo3hmk 
H enpMfiTHbiM LuyM, OTAaAeHHo HanoMMHaKDLMMM ryA MAyiuero Ha nocaAKy 
caMOAeTa. Horn CTaAM CAa6eTb, CTaB caobho BaTHbiMM. llepeA rAa3aMM Bee 
noTeMHeAo m KapTMHKa nonAbiAa. BHe3anHo nepeA Hen no^BMAacb 
noAynpo3paHHaa cy6craHLiMfl, bca 6yATO coTKaHHaa M3 ynAOTHMBLueroca 



B03Ayxa. 


C Kax<AOM ceKyHAOM OHa npno6peTaAa Bee 6oAee m 6oAee npaBMAbHyio 
reoMeTpMHecKyio c}>opMy, npeo6pa>xaflCb b HeKoe noAo6ne B03AyLUHoro Luapa 
AMaMeTpOM B HeCKOAbKO AeCflTKOB CaHTMMeTpOB. OKOHHaTeAbHO BblAeAMBLUMCb 
M3 oKpy>KatoLuero B03Ayxa, map CTpeMMTeAbHo nonepHeA m npMo6peA 
3AOBei±tMM BMA- CTaB MCCMHfl-HepHbIM, OH BApyr flpKO BCnbIXHyA KpaCHbIM 
nAaMeHeM m paccbinaAca Ha MMpnaAbi MCKp... BMAeHMe b oAHonacbe Mcne3Ao. 

- Kpyr! 3 to >Ke Kpyr! - BCKpMKHyAa OLueAOMAeHHan AioAMMAa, 3a>KMypMBi±iMCb 
OT CMAbHOTO CBeTa Ha MTHOBeHMe 03apMBI±ier0 KOMHaTy. 

ripMCHMBLUMMCfl COH MOMeHTaAbHO BCnAblA B C03HaHMM BO BCeX nOApo6HOCTflX. 
XoTfl, OTKpOBeHHO TOBOpfl, XKeHLUMHa HaHaAa CMAbHO COMHeBaTbCfl HaCHeT 
peaAbHocTM TeKymePi o6cTaHOBKM, moa, a npocHyAacb am OHa Boo6me? ByAynM 
oAHaKO neAOBeKOM paccyAMTeAbHbiM m He M3 po6i<oro AecflTKa, aaa ce6a 
npOCTO M nO->KMTeMCKM peiUMAa, HTO BO BCeM 3TOM HepTOBLUMHe o6fl3aTeAbHO 
pa36epeTca. Ho no3>Ke, He cepNac. Hto-to BHyTpM HacTOMHMBO en 
noACKa3biBaAO, hto CTaAa Aopora Kax<Aafl MMHyTa. 

OHa ocTpo nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto ee 6eAHaa, He npMxoAflLU,afl b co3HaHMe 
AGBOHKa, MMeHHO B ASHHblM MOMeHT Hy>KAaeTCfl B HePi 6oAbLUe, HeM KOTAa-AM6o 
eme. A noceMy, y Hee coBepmeHHO HeT BpeMeHM, hm Ha pa3raAKy cjjeHOMeHa 
TaMHCTBeHHOTO pa3ABOeHMfl, HM Ha BMAeHMe C HepHOM CcjjepOM. Hy>KHO CpOHHO 
6e>KaTb B 6oAbHMI4y M CnaCTM AOHb BO HTO 6bl TO HM CTaAO. 

riyTb AO 6oAbHMU,bl B naMflTM He OTAOKMACH. BblTAflAeAO TaK, CAOBHO OHa 
OKa3aAacb b HePi npaKTMHecKM cpa3y, eABa LuamyAa 3a nopor rocTMHMHHoro 
HOMepa. Oco3HaAa ce6a y>Ke 6yAynM b xoAAe nepBoro 3Ta>Ka 3AaHMJi. noHanaAy 
OHa Taioxe He 3aMeTMAa TaM HMnero Heo6biHHoro. Pa3Be hto pe3Ko 6pocaAocb b 
rAa3a OTcyTCTBMe Ae>KypHoro Ha pemcrpaType, Hy m ABHaa HexBaTKa 
ocBemeHMfl. BnponeM m rpo6oBaa TMLUMHa CToamaa b KopMAopax TO>Ke 
npMAaBaAa CMTyaUMM HeKMM OTTeHOK TaMHCTBeHHOCTM. 

M ecAM CTOAb npoH3MTeAbHyto TMLUMHy motao, HanpMMep, o6bflCHMTb KpaPme 
no3AHee Bpeivm cyTOK, to nycTaa CTOMKa perMCTpaTypbi, BKyne c u,apyuu,MM 
Be3Ae noAyMpaKOM, AePiCTBMTeAbHO BbirA^AeAM matko roBopa BecbMa CTpaHHO. 
ripMCMOTpeBLUMCb nOBHMMaTeAbHee, >KeHU4,MHa KaK M B rOCTMHMHHOM HOMepe 
CTaAa pa3AMnaTb CAa6o MepuatOLuyio AtoMMHecLieHUMio. Bca o6craHOBKa xoAAa 
m npMAeraiomMX k HeMy KopMAopoB 6biAa noKpbiTa eto nyTb MeHee neM 
nOAHOCTblO. 

riaAaTa b kotopom Ae>KaAa KpMCTMHKa HaxoAMAacb Ha neTBepTOM 3Ta>Ke 
n?iTM3Ta>KHoro 3AaHMfl. rioneMy-TO He 3axoTeB BocnoAb30BaTbca amc]>tom, 
AtoAMMAa 6pocMAacb k AecTHMHHOMy npoxoAy m cnycTfl napy MrHOBeHMM 6biAa 
yx<e HaBepxy. Aamhhwm KopMAop TO>Ke OKa3aAca coBepmeHHO nycTbiM, tmxmm m 



nAoxo ocBemeHHbiM. KaK m Bee ocTaAbHoe 3Aecb, CAa6oe 4>MOAeTOBoe 
CBeneHMe mcxoamao, Ka3aAOCb, OTOBCioAy. 

rioBepHyB b AeBoe KpbiAo KopMAopa m b KOHLie Hero eme Ha npaBO, b nonbixax 
nyTb 6biAo He HaAeTeAa m He ci±in6Aa c Hor MaAeHbKoro MaAbHMKa AeT 
ceMM-BOCbMM. Pe6eHOK MeAAeHHo m coBepineHHo 6ecniyMHO LueA ePi 
HaBCTpeny. y Hero 6 nam CBeTAbie KynepaBbie BOAoebi m 6AeAHoe, 
nepenyraHHoe amlio. Bee 3to BecbMa nAoxo coneTaAOCb c ero 6eAOM hohhom 
py6aniKOM, 3anpaBAeHHOM b cepbie koatotkm. Omp^HyAa b CTopoHy. Ot 
HeO>KMAaHHOCTM BCTpeHM, TOT Ha MTHOBeHMe nOKa3aACfl ePl HaCTOflLUMM 
npMBMAGHMeM. 

AeBOM AaAOHbKD OH nOCTOflHHO KaCaACfl CTeHKM KOpMAOpa, CAOBHO 6peA Ha 
OLuynb. Mam nero-TO MCKaA. 

- MaAbHMK... HO HTO Tbl 3AeCb AeAaeWb? Pa3Be B 3TO BpeMfl AeTflM He nOAO>KeHO 
cnaTb? - Ha aBTOMaTe ot BOAHeHMfl npo6opMOTaAa oHa. 

- XoAOAHO... - CTOHymMM TOAOCOM TMXO OTBeTMA OH. 

- Te6e xoaoaho? C KaKOM Tbi naAaTbi? AaBaPi ft OTBeAy Te6ft o6paTHo m yAO>Ky 
b KpoBaTKy. 

- BblAO OHeHb XOAOAHO... riOTOM ft BbILUeA... 

- C KaKOM Tbl naAaTbi, MaAbHMK? KaK Te6 ft 30ByT? 

- Bmta. 9\ He 3Haio... A Bbi, HaBepHoe, MaMa KpMCTMHbi? 

- Aa! - ot Heo>KMAaHHoro noBopoTa pa3roBopa BOCKAMKHyAa OHa. - A Tbi ee, 
BbIXOAMT, 3HaeiJJb? 

- Aa, 3Haio, Mbi MHorAa pa3roBapMBaeM. KpMCTMHa roBopMT, hto oneHb no BaM 
CKynaeT m hto ePi TO>Ke 6biBaeT xoaoaho. A eme OHa CKa3aAa, hto Bbi k HeM 
npMAeTe... 

- KorAa?! KorAa OHa Te6e 3 to CKa3aAa?! - nyBCTBya, hto ot BHe3anHOM TpeBorM 
y Hee noAKawMBaioTca hotm m nepexBaTbiBaeT AbixaHMe, c ycMAMeM boam 
nporoBopMAa AioAMMAa. 

- Bnepa. OHa cKa3aAa, hto Bbi 3a HePi HOHbio npMAeTe. OHa cennac Bac >KAeT. 

Ot CTpaxa OTCTynMAa Ha3aA- Ymom noHMMaa, hto AoneHbKa He MorAa CKa3aTb 
noAo6Hoe, nocKOAbKy nocAeAHioio HeAeAio Boo6me He npnxoAMAa b co3HaHMe, 
>KeHLUHHa TeM He MeHee McnbiTaAa CMAbHeMWMM liiok. OHa MOAna o6owAa 
CTopoHOM CTpaHHoro pe6eHKa m 6pocMAacb npaMMKOM b naAaTy k KpMCTMHKe. 

M Ha ao CKa3aTb, hto BOWAa TyAa oneHb BOBpeMfl. 



no npMBbiHKe LueAKHyAa BbiKAionaeTeAeM CAeBa ot BxoAa, ho CBeT He 3ax<ercfl. 
npaBAa OHa cpa3y 3aMeTMAa cbokd AeBOHKy, Aewamyio noneMy-TO coBepiueHHO 
roAeHbKOM Ha noAy, b aKKypaT nocepeAHHe a6coAKDTHO nycTOM naAaTbi. 
no-npe>KHeMy b 6ecco3HaTeAbHOM coctoahmm. A co Bcex neTbipex yrAOB 
KOMHaTbi no HanpaBAeHMto k Hen MeAAeHHo TeKAa rycTaa m MacAflHMCTO-HepHaa 
cy6cTaHLinfl. BHeniHe HanoMHHaiomafl HenTo cpeAHee Me>KAy Hecjxrbio m 
pTyTblO. 

B TyCKAOM CBeTe OT yAMHHbIX <))OHapeM, CAa6o npOHMKaKDLU,MM BHyTpb CKB03b 
He3aniTopeHHoe okho, TaMHCTBeHHoe BemecTBO OTAaBaAO AerKMM 
MeTaAAMHecKMM 6AecKOM. Ot yBMAGHHoro 3acTbiAa y nopora b HeMOM y>Kace: en 
nOHaAo6klAOCb HeKOTOpoe BpeMfl, HT06bl npMMMpMTbCfl B C03HaHMM C 
a6cypAHOCTbto Bcero nponcxoA^Luero. H M03r, KaK napaAM30BaHHbiM, 3aBMC b 
6eCCMAbHOM nOnbITKe ASTb TeAy XOTb KaKyKD-HM6yAb OCMblCAeHHytO KOMaHAy Ha 
AeMCTBkie. 

TeM BpeMeHeM neTbipe pyneMKa 3AOBemePi >kmakoctm MeAAeHHo CAMAMCb b 
oaho ueAoe, o6pa30BaB BOKpyr Kpmctmhkm npaBMAbHbiPi Kpyr. Tot b cbokd 
onepeAb HanaA cywaTbca, Bee 6AM>Ke m 6AM>Ke npn6AM>KaflCb k ASTCKOMy 
TeAbU,y. AaAbllie MeAAMTb 6blAO HeAb3fl. ABMHKMMafl TOAbKO MaTepMHCKMM 
MHCTMHKTOM, AlOAMMAa 6pOCMAaCb Ha CepeAHHy naAaTbi, OCTaTKaMM HyBCTB 
OCfl3afl KaK >KMAKOCTb, HaMOHMB eM o6yBb, npOCaHMBaeTCfl CKB03b Hee, Bbl3blBaeT 
HeMMOBepHbiM xoaoa crynHePi m cyAopory Hor. >KeHLHMHa HarHyAacb k AeBOHKe, 
6biCTpo m 6epe>KHO B3flAa ee Ha pyKM m KpenKO npn>KaAa k rpyAM. 

06paTHbiM nyTb ao AeepM 3aH*iA KyAa 6oAbinee Bpeivm. ByAynki c MaAbiniKOM Ha 
pyKax, OHa He MorAa no3BOAMTb ce6e pMCK nocKOAb3HyTbca m ynacTb BMecre c 
Hen. KpoMe Toro - m 3to 3aMeTHo nyBCTBOBaAocb, - nepHaa cy6cTaHLinfl CTaAa 
6oAee BA3KOM. Caobho He >KeAaAa OTnycKaTb ee ot ce6a. Aa m AeAeHflLUMM 
Ayiuy xoaoa, KOTopbiM OHa npMAaBaAa ee npoMOKLUMM CTynHAM, AaBaA o ce6e 
3HaTb Bee CMAbHee M CMAbHee. C TpyAOM npeOAOAeB Te HeCKOAbKO MeTpOB, HTO 
OTAeAflAM ee ot BbixoAa, Ha MmoBeHMe 3aAep>KaAacb b AsepHOM npoeMe m 
o6epHyAacb Ha3aA. TaM, rAe eme coBceM HeAaBHO Ae>KaA HecnacmbiM pe6eHOK, 
6biAa oAHa cnAOLiiHaa nepHaa Ay>Ka, yrpo>Kaiome pacTeKiuaflCfl no Been 
nAomaAM naAaTbi. 

C y>KaCOM BbICKOHMAa B KOpMAOp M nOCneLUMAa o6paTHO K AeCTHMHHOMy 
npoeMy. He Ao6e>KaB ao Hero c ascatok MeTpoB, OHa CHOBa yBMASAa Toro 
MaAbHMKa, HTO HeCKOAbKMMM MMHyTaMM paHee 6Ay>KAaA B OAHHOHeCTBe. Ho Ha 
3TOT pa3 OH 6blA He OAMH. BbICOKMM My>KHMHa B HepHOM nAaLUe M LUAflne c 
LUMpoKMMM noAAMM MOAHa BeA ero k AMcj)Ty, Aep>Ka npM 3tom 3a pyKy. 3to 
BblfAflAeAO y>Ke He CTOAbKO CTpaHHbIM, CKOAbKO >KyTKMM M HenpaBMAbHblM. 


- MaAbHHK! - no3BaAa OHa c3aAM. - Kto 3to c to6om? KyAa Bbi MAeTe? 



Tot MOAnaA. 


- BkiTeHbKa, kto oh TaKOM? KyAa oh Te6a BeAST? - bcihomhhb KaK 30ByT 

pe6eHKa, >KeHLU,MHa cAeAaAa BTopyto nonbiTKy. 

TmuMHa. 06cTaHOBKa nyraAa. 

AomaAa CTpaHHyto napoHKy Ha AecTHMHHOM nAomaAKe. Menacb Mex<Ay 
>KMBOTHblM CTpaXOM M >KeHCKMM AK>6onblTCTBOM, AlOAMMAa He yAep>KaAaCb M, 
noBepHyB roAOBy b mx CTopoHy, o6paTMAacb HanpaMyto k TaMHCTBeHHOMy 
He3HaKOMuy: 

- KaKoe Bbi MMeeTe npaBO yBO... - HeyBepeHHO HanaAa OHa, BApyr hto-to 
3aCTaBMAO ee MTHOBeHHO 3ariHyTbCfl, B3ApOmyTb M MCnyCTMTb MCTOLUHbIM 
BOnAb. 

Eme Kpenne npnwaB k ce6e TeAo Kpmctmhkm, OHa caoma roAOBy 6pocnAacb no 
AecTHkme np^MHKOM bhm3, Ha nepBbiM 3Ta>K. no Aopore ycneAa ycAbiiuaTb, hto 
ABepb AMcjxra OTKpbiAacb, m nepeA TeM KaK oneBMAHO bomtm b Hero, He3HaKOMeu, 
OTHeTAMBbIM, - C MeTaAAMHeCKMMM OTTeHKaMM, - TOAOCOM rpOMKO npOM3HeC eM 
BCAeA- 

- Tenepb m Tbi MeHn >kam! 

npocHyBLUMCb, OHa o6Hapy>KMAa ce6a b rocTMHMHHOM HOMepe. CrpeAKa 
HacTeHHbix nacoB noKa3biBaAa HanaAo BoebMoro. 3a okhom CBeTaAo. Ha cen pa3 
KOMHaTa BbirAflAeAa o6biAeHHO, 6e3 eAMHoro HaMeKa Ha Becb a6cypA, hto eme 
CTOAb HeAaBHO OKpy>KaA ee co Bcex CTopoH. OHa Ha CKopyra pyKy npMHflAa 
Ayuj, 6biCTpo npMBeAa ce6a b nop^AOK m Aa>Ke He no3aBTpaKaB - Bbi6e>KaAa Ha 
yAkiuy. nocneLUMAa b 6oAbHMLiy. Ao Hee 6biAo He AaAbiiie Asyx aBTo6ycHbix 
OCTaHOBOK, n03T0My KaK o6blHHO, peLUMAa npOMTM 3TO paCCTOflHMe neiUKOM. 

B xoAAe OHa CTOAKHyAacb c AenaLMMM BpanoM ee agbohkm m Ta, bca cmaji ot 
MCKpeHHeki paAocTM, o6paAOBaAa noMCTMHe nyAecHOM HOBOCTbio. 3tmm yTpoM 
KpMCTMHKa HaKOHeu-TO npmuAa b ce6a m Aawe Kanpn3HbiM toaocom nonpocMAa 
eCTb, MCnbITbIBafl HaCTOflLUMM BO AH MM anneTMT. He CKpbIBafl CAe3 OT BHe3anHO 
HaxAbiHyBiuero cnacTbfl, AioAMMAa oahmm MaxoM B3AeTeAa Ha HeTBepTbiM 3Ta>K 
kamhmkm m 6biCTpbiM LuaroM HanpaBMAacb k HeM b naAaTy. 

TyT Heo>KMAaHHO aaa caMOM ce6a, OHa yBMASAa HeHTO TaKoe, hto BbmyAMAo ee 
c6aBMTb TeMn m oneLUMTb. no KopMAopy, np^MO HaBCTpeny, no>KMAafl 
MeAcecTpa KaTMAa TeAe>KKy c HeKMM rpy30M noKpbiTbiM 6eAOM npocTbmeM. 
KorAa Ta nopaBHAAacb c HeM, np0M30LUA0 HenpeABMAeHHoe. HeBecTb OTKyAa 
B3flBiueecfl pe3Koe AyHOBeHMe BeTpa cAepHyAo npocTbmio. >KeHLUMHa 
MaiuMHaAbHO orAflHyAacb m... He CMorAa cAep>KaTb nopbiB CAaBAeHHoro KpMKa. 



Ha TeAex<Ke Aex<aA tot caMbiM, oahhoko 6Ay>KAaBLUMM MaAbHMK, KOToporo OHa 
BCTpeTMAa 3tom HOHbio. Oh 6biA MepTB. Ha ero no6eAeBiueM KaK MeA AMue 
3acTbiAa CTpaAaAbHecKaa rpMMaca 6oam m HeAoyMeHMfl. 

- Bbl y>K MeHfl M3BMHMTe. YMa He npMAO>Ky KaK 3TO np0M30UJA0. - BMHOBaTbIM 
toaocom 3acyeTMAacb MeAcecTpa. - mmhdm Bee nonpaBAto, a Bbi He 6oMTecb. 
OTMyHMAca HaKOHeu 6eAHbiM BkiTeHbKa, UapcTBkie eMy He6ecHoe! 

- KorAa? KorAa oh yMep? - BbiAaBMAa M3 ce6a nepenyraHHaa yBMAeHHbiM 
AkDAMMAa. 

- HoHbra. y>Ke npaBAa noA yTpo. 3aBeAyKDi±i,afl OTASAeHkieM CKa3aAa, hto 
CMepTb HacTynMAa Me>KAy Tpeivm m neTbipbMA nacaMM yTpa. TaK 6eAHeHbKMM m 
yiueA ot Hac He npMXOAfl b co3HaHMe... 

KpMCTMHKa BbirAAAeAa oneHb ohtmmmctmhho. EAa c 6oAbLUMM anneTMTOM. K 
Hen y>Ke ycneA BepHyTbca pyMflHeu, CTOAb AOAro OTcyTCTBOBaBLUMM Ha ee 
MaAeHbKMX meHKaX. Bee 3TO rOBOpMAO O TOM, HTO KpM3MC npOMAGH, 6oAe3Hb 
OTCTyriMAa m AeBOHKa abho iiomagt Ha nonpaBKy. MaTb octopo>kho nonbiTaAacb 
pa3y3HaTb HacneT BnTeHbKki: KaK m KorAa Ta ycneAa c hum no3HaKOMMTbCfl, ho 
MaAbiniKa AMiub yAHBAeHHO no>KMMaAa nAeHMKaMM, coBepiueHHO He noHMMaa o 
neM penb. 

B tot >Ke AeHb OHa no3BOHMAa My>Ky coo6mnTb paAocmyio HOBOCTb, neM 
3acTaBMAa AAeKcea nonyBCTBOBaTb ce6a Ha ceAbMOM He6e ot cnacTba. KaK m 
OH a caMa, oh TaK>Ke b AOHKe AyuJU He naaA, m Ha to 6wam BecbMa BecKMe 
npMHMHbl. 

K CAOBy CKa3aTb, KpMCTMHa He 6blAa MX eAMHCTBeHHbIM pe6eHKOM, HO MMeHHO 
OHa CMorAa Bbi>KMTb! Boo cbokd 3aMy>KHKDKD >KM3Hb AkDAMMAa npoBeAa B 
6eccMAbHbix nonbiTKax 3a6epeMeHeTb m poAMTb. MHorAa cyAb6a MMAocepAHO k 
H en CHMCxoAMAa m OHa 6epeMeHeAa, ho 3aom poK HeBe3eHMfl noneMy-TO 
HeoTCTynHo npoAOA>KaA CAeAOBaTb 3a hmmm no naTaM. Ao Hee weHiuMHa 
po>KaAa Tpn>KAbi m Ka>KAbiM pa3 - MepTBopo>KAGHHbiMM. Eme TpM 6epeMeHHOCTM 
3aKOHHMAMCb BbIKMAbILUaMM Ha n03AHeM CTaAMM. M KOrAa HaAe>KAa y>Ke nOHTM 
noMepKAa b mx cepAuax, Ha py6e>Ke neTBepToro AecflTKa AeT, OHa Heo>KMAaHHO 
CHOBa nonyBCTBOBaAa ce6a b noAO>KeHMM. 

AAeKcePi m paHbiue MCKpeHHe akd65ummm cynpyry, Tenepb 6yKBaAbHO nbiAMHKM c 
Hee CAyBaA. OnacaAca, hto m b 3tot pa3 Bee MO>KeT 3aKOHHMTcn TparnnecKM. 
BepeMeHHocTb npoTeKaAa cao>kho. riepewMBaa 3a 6yAymero pe6eHKa, OHa 
3a6AaroBpeMeHHo AerAa Ha coxpaHeHMe. Bo BpeMJi poaob, KOTopbie 6 nam 
npe>KAeBpeMeHHbiMM, noTepaAa MHoro KpoBM m Aa>Ke Ha HecKOAbKO MMHyT 
BnaAa b cocTOAHMe KAMHMHecKOM CMepTM, ho BpanM nyAOM ee OTKanaAM m 



BepHyAM Ha3aA- 

KpMCTMHKa pOAHAaCb CAa6eHbKOM M 6oAe3HeHHOM. HoBOMCneHeHHafl MaMa 
Ha3BaAa ee b necrb CBoePi MaTepM, npeAKM kotopom 6nam poAOM M3 
o6pyceBLUMX HeMLieB l""IOBOA>Kbfl. 

n P M >kmbom MaTepM AraAMMAa BcerAa CHMTaAacb cmpotom: Ta eABa ee poAMB, 
cpa3y OTAaAa Ha noneneHMe ApyrMM poACTBeHHMKaM. M HMKorAa b AaAbHeMLueM 
He MHTepeCOBaAaCb CyAb6oM AGBOHKM. HeCMOTpfl Ha CTOAb 3rOMCTMHHblM 
nocTynoK c ee CTopoHbi, AOHb Bee >Ke CMorAa nepecTynMTb nepe3 bckd cbokd 
ropAocTb m npnexaTb nonpomaTbca, He3aAOAro ao ee CMepTM. Poactb6hhmkm 
n03B0HMAM M ynpOCMAM CpOHHO npMexaTbl MaTb KaK HMKaK M K TOMy >Ke - 
yMMpaeT. 

CBoero 6MOAorMHecKoro OTua OHa HMKorAa m He 3HaAa. TeTKM, BOcnMTaBLUMe 
ee ao coBepmeHHOAeTMfl, Taioxe HMHeM He motam noMOHb, nocKOAbKy caMM 
nOHflTMfl He MMeAM, KeM OH 6blA, KaK M KOrAa n03HaK0MMACJ1 C MX HepaAMBOM 
CeCTpOM. 

HyBCTBya, hto ahm ee coHTeHbi, yMMparamaa CTapyxa CAa6biM toaocom npocMAa 
npomeHMe y Bcex M3 npMcyTCTByramMX 3a Bee nAoxoe, era KorAa-AM6o 
coAe^HHoe. M ao 3Toro, coBepiueHHo ee He 3HaBi±iafl, AraAMMAa cyMeAa TaKM 
npoHMKHyTbcn no3AHeM AonepHePi Ara6oBbra m npocTMTb MaMy 3a bckd o6MAy m 
3AOCTb, KOTOpyra nOCTOflHHO MCnbITbIBaAa K HeM Ha npOTfl>KeHMM Bcero ASTCTBa. 

YMMpaAa KpMCTMHa TeHpMXOBHa b CBoeM nacTHOM AOMe, oneHb AOAro m 
MyHMTeAbHO, CTpaniHO M3My*HMB caMy ce6a, coceAePi m Bcex Tex, kto npnexaA c 
HeM nonpomaTbca. 3a AeHb ao CMepTM OHa BnaAa b 6e3yMCTBo: 

- ripMBeAMTe! ripMBeAMTe MHe MaAeHbKyra AeBOHKy! riMTb xony! IlycTb asct 
MH e KOBLUMK C XOAOAHOM BOAMLiePl! - b npeACMepTHOM arOHMM KpMHaAa OHa 
oxpMmuMM, 6yATO He cbomm toaocom. 

OAHaKO coceAKM CAbiLua 3Ty npocb6y TOAbKO McnyraHHO nepeKpeiuMBaAMCb b 
npMXO>KeM M HaOTpe3 OTKa3blBaAMCb ee MCnOAHflTb. ripMHMMaTb KOBLUMK OT 
caMOM AraAMMAbi OHa KaTeropMHecKM He >KeAaAa. flpocTHO Bbi6MBaAa ero c pyK 
nepenyraHHOM >KeHm,MHbi m - CTpaujHo Kopnacb b cyAoporax, - pbinaAa m 
xpnneAa KaK paHeHHbiM 3Bepb. He3aAOAro ao CMepTM k o6e3yMeBLueM CTapyxe 
Ha HeCKOAbKO MMHyT BepHyAaCb flCHOCTb C03HaHMfl. OHa BCfl o6MflKAa, 
nocepeAa, tmxmm m >KaAocTAMBbiM toaocom nonpocMAa no3BaTb k HeM AOHb. 

- AoneHbKa! - 3anAaKaAa OHa. - f\ 3Hara, n HMKorAa He 6biAa Te6e HacToameM 
MaTepbra m Tenepb CMAbHO pacKaMBaracb. Tbi y>K npocTM MeHJi, rpeLUHyra! 
ripocTM, ecAM CMO>Keujb. riowaAyMCTa, Ara6yLUKa, He Aep>KM 3Aa Ha CTapyxy! 
EcAM 6bl Tbl 3HaAa KaK Tfl>KeAO yXOAMTb... Ox, eCAM 6 bl Tbl 3HaAa... 



- Hy HTO Tbl... MaMa!.. - TOAbKO M CMOrAa HTO BbirOBOpMTb pbiAaiomafl 
AlOAMMAa. 

- AoneHbKa, - npOAOA>KMAa Ta, - y MeHfl TOAbKO HTO 6 blAO BMAeHMe. ft 3HaK>, 
nocAe Moen CMepTM Tbi poAHLUb... PoAHLUb AGBOHKy. TaK Tbi, nowaAyMCTa, 
yBa>Kb yMMpaioLuyio CTapyxy. Aan ePi Moe mma! ToAbKO 06 oahom Te 6 a m moakd. 
rioo 6 eLuaM MHe... hto Ha30Bei±ib ee momm MMeHeM... noo 6 emaM! 

M ePi Hkinero He ocTaBaAOCb, KaK b OKpyweHMM Bcex npMcyTCTByioLUMX AaTb 
CAOBO. 06CTOflTeAbCTBa CMAbHO o6fl3blBaAM. 

YcAbiLuaB o6einaHne, KpMCTMHa reHpMxoBHa ycnoKOMAacb m 3acHyAa, a k 
Benepy, TaK m He npocbinaacb, tmxo yMepAa. Bee poACTBeHHMKM m coceAM 
o6AerneHHo m c HecKpbiBaeMbiM nyBCTBOM paAocTM B3AoxHyAM. 

rioKa >KeHa CMASAa b AeKpeTHOM OTnycKe, AAeKceio npmiiAOCb ycTpoMTbca 
pa 6 oTaTb b ABe CMeHbi. M Bee paBHo, 3apa6aTbiBaeMoro eABa xBaTaAo Ha >KM3Hb. 
KpMCTMHKa oneHb CAa 6 o AepwaAacb 3a 3 tot MMp, ee XMAoe 3AopoBbe 
Tpe 6 oBaAO IIOCTOflHHblX AeHe>KHblX BAMBaHMM B BMAe BCeB03M0>KHblX AeKapcTB 
m peryAapHbix MeAMLiMHCKMX npoueAyp. My>KHHHa My>KecTBeHHo chocma Bee 
npeBpaTHOCTM cyAb 6 bi m HMKOMy He waAyacb, MOAna Hec cbom KpecT. Ho y3HaB, 
hto AOHKa BHe3anHO noniAa Ha nonpaBKy, AAeKcePi TOTnac BbinpocMA y 
HanaAbHMKa OTryA m b tot >Ke AeHb BbiexaA k cynpyre. 

CocTOAHkie agbohkm yAynujaAocb CTOAb CTpeMMTeAbHbiMM TeMnaMM, HTO 
AenainMM Bpan noo6emaAa AaTb pa3penieHne Ha BbinMCKy y>Ke nepe3 Tpoe 
CyTOK. AlOAMMAa 6oflAaCb IIOBepMTb B peaAbHOCTb CAyHMBLUerOCfl, nOCKOAbKy 
BbirAflAeAo 3to KaK HacToamee nyAo. ByKBaAbHO eiye BHepa hm y Koro M3 
nepcoHaAa OTAeAeHMfl He 6biAo yBepeHHocTM, a CMO>KeT am KpMCTMHa Boo6me 
BbiKapa6KaTbca? A TyT Ha Te6e! CoBepuieHHo ApyroPi pe6eHOK. 

EAMHCTBeHHOe, HTO HeCKOAbKO OMpanaAO paAOCTb, 6blA ee HOBbIM 
TaMHCTBeHHbIM COH, npMCHMBLUMMCfl Ha CAeAyiOIHyiO HOHb. K HeM OllflTb M3 
CM3oro TyMaHa sBMAacb noKOMHaa MaMa. 

- AoneHbKa, Tbi cAeAaAa cbom Bbi6op... - TeAenaTMHecKM coo6i±iMAa OHa m 
CTpaHHaa yAbi6Ka 3aMrpaAa Ha ee bockobom am Lie. - ft Aa>Ke He coMHeBaAacb, 
hto Tbi nocTyriMLiib MMeHHO TaK, a He MHane. Tenepb Te6e caMOM Hy>KHO 
npMTOTOBMTbCfl M npMBeCTM CBOM MMpCKMe AeAa B nOpflAOK. He6oAbliiafl 
OTcpoHKa 6yAeT, ho HeHaAOAro... 

Oco3HaB CMbicA ycAbiiuaHHoro, >KeHLu,MHa b y>Kace npocHyAacb, 6yAynM bca b 
xoaoahom m AMnKOM noTy. CepAUe 6eiueHO KOAOTMAoeb b rpyAM. Paaom 
MM pHO noxpanbiBaA ocTaBLUMMcn Ha HOHb b rocTMHMLie AAeKceM. HacTeHHbie 



HaCMKM pMTMMHHO TMKaAM. A BCfl C>6CTaHOBKa KOMHaTbl Ka3aAaCb 
MnpHO-y6aioKMBaKDineM m BecbMa o6biAeHHOPi. rioAe>KaB TaK HeKOTopoe Bpeivm 
m o6AyMaB CAOBa MaTepM, OHa BoccraHOBMAa AbixaHkie m HeMHoro npmuAa b 
ce6ft. rioA yTpo CHOBa npoBaAMAacb b rAy6oKMM coh, b kotopom, oAHaKO, y>Ke 
He 6blAO HMKaKMX CHOBMA6HMM. 

A nepe3 Mecflu ee He CTaAo. CMepTb 6biAa coBepmeHHO HeAenoPi m 
Heo>KMAaHHOM. rioLUAa b 6AM>KaMLiiMM Mara3MH 3a npoAyKTaMM nepe3 Ase yAMUbi, 
a KorAa B03BpamaAacb o6paTHO, Ha nycTOM nepeKpecrKe ee HacMepTb c6ma 
HeBecTb OTKyAa B3flBLUMMCfl m ABM>KyLUMMCfl Ha noAHOM CKopocTM >KnryAM. 
BoAHTeAb pe3KO 3aTopM03MA, MawMHy BbiKMHyAo b KKDBeT m no MHepuMM napy 
pa3 nepeBepHyAo. >Kn3Hb o6omx o6opBaAacb npaKTMHecKM MmoBeHHO. 

AAeKcePi ncMXOAorMHecKM He CMor nepeHecTM CTOAb npewAeBpeMeHHyio m 
TparMHecKyto yTpaTy ak>6mmom cynpym. M c ropa HanaA nMTb. Ao 3Toro 
AtoAMMAa ycneAa paccKa3aTb eMy o cbomx chobmaghmax c npMKAKDHeHMflMM b 
6oAbHkme, KaK m o nocAaHMnx yMepwePi MaTepM. EyAynM MaTepnaAMCTOM ao 
M03ra KOCTen, TorAa oh AMiiib nocMeaAca HaA Hen, cnMcaB Bee Ha ee 
M3AML1IHKDKD HepB03H0CTb, MHMTeAbHOCTb M XpOHMHeCKOe HeAOCbinaHMe. 
Tenepb, AMLI.OM K AMLty CTOAKHyBLUMCb C CBepLUMBLUMMCfl (jjaKTOM, OH HanaA 
nOTMXOHbKy aHaAM3kipOBaTb M CKAaAbIBaTb pa3p03HeHHbie KyCOHKM M03aMKM MX 
CeMeMHOM >KM3HM B oAHy ueAbHyio KapTMHy. 

K OrpOMHOMy CO>KaAeHMK) AAfl MaAbllllKM, OTeLl npMLUeA K BbIBOAy, HTO BO Bcex 
mx 6eAax m HecnacTbax 6biAa BMHOBaTa mmchho OHa. Moa, KaK MMHMMyM, eM 
Boo6me He ctomao noaBAATbca Ha CBeT, noAo6Ho ocTaAbHbiM ee 6paTMKaM m 
cecTpeHKaM. KaK MaKCMMyM - cy>KAeHO 6biAo yMepeTb eme Mecau, Ha3aA, b 
o6AaCTHOM ASTCKOM nOAMKAMHMKe. MHTyMTMBHO OH 0C03HaA, HTO 
CTOAKHyBLUMCb C HeM-TO MMCTMHeCKMM M 3AOBeLUMM, MaTepM HCKMM MHCTMHKT M 
6e3rpaHMHHaa Aio6oBb k eAMHCTBeHHOMy m CTOAb >KeAaHHOMy pe6eHKy, 
3aCTaBMAM >KeHLMMHy He 3aAyMblBaflCb O nOCAeACTBMflX, nO>KepTBOBaTb co6om B 
yroAy mx AonepM. 

HaAAOMAeHHbiM ropeM My>KHMHa cyTKaMM HanpoAeT npoKpyHMBaA TflweAbie 
CyMLIMAaAbHbie MbICAM B TOAOBe M o6MAbHO OpOLUaA MX BOAKOM. Co BpeMeHeM, 
OH AOLUeA AO Toro, HTO 6yKBaAbHO B03HeHaBMAeA MaAOAeTHKDKD AOHypKy, 
OTKpbITO CTaBfl eM B yKOp CMepTb AK)6mMOM >KeHbl. Tyro TOrAa npMLUAOCb 6bl 
AGBOHKe, ecAM 6 bi Ha noMomb BOBpeMfl He noAOcneAa ee 6e3AeTHaa TeTyniKa, 
OAMHOKO >KMBymafl B OAHOKOMHaTHOM KBapTMpKe Ha OKpaMHe KneBa. 

- AAeiua, - M?irKo CKa3aAa OHa, He cnoco6HOMy npo>KMTb y>Ke m aha 6e3 
CriMpTHOTO 6paTy, - OTAaM MHe KpMCTMHKy. ft Ocj)OpMAKD OC{)MI4MaAbHOe 
oneKyHCTBO m o6emaio Te6e, ft cASAato Bee hto CMory, HTo6bi npaBMAbHO ee 
BOCnMTaTb M flOCTaBMTb Ha HOTM. 



AAeKcea He npmuAocb yroBapMBaTb ABa>KAbi. C ropbKMM nyBCTBOM o6AerneHMfl 
M36aBMAca oh ot 3a6ponieHHoro pe6eHKa m yiueA b wecTKMM 3aryA, OTHanHHO 
nbiTaacb yTonMTb rope Ha AHe onepeAHOM 6yTbiAKM. A nepe3 napy AeT ero 
TO>Ke He CTaAO. YcHyA nbflHbiM c 3a>K>KeHHOM CkirapeTOM b 3y6ax m noAnaAMA 
Becb AOM. >KmAM OHM B He6oAblUOM HaCTHOM CTpOeHMM, OT KOTOpOrO K 
MOMeHTy npMe3Aa no>KapHMKOB, ocTaAMCb pa3Be hto o6yrAMBLUMMCfl nepHbiM 
4»yHAaMeHT, Aa noAypa3pyiueHHafl pyccKaa nenb. 


TAaBa 3. 

UbiraHxa. 

Be3AeTHaa Tem TaAfl b AeBOHKe AyLUM He nasAa. HeyAaBLuaacji AMHHaa >KM3Hb, 
BKyne c npMpoAHbiM 6ecnAOAMeM, cAeAaAM CBoe asao - b MaAeHbKOM 
KpMCTMHKe no>KMAafl >KeHinMHa HaniAa OTAyujMHy Ha CTapocTM AeT. Ha momcht 
ocjjopMAeHMfl onexyHCTBa, OHa y>xe roAa TpM Kax CHMTaAacb Ha neHCMM, xota 
no-npe>KHeMy npoAOA>KaAa pa6oTaTb b cpeAHePi niKOAe yHMTeAeM yKpaMHCKoro 
A3blKa M AMTepaTypbl. AonOAHMTeAbHbIM AOXOA nOCAe nOflBAeHMfl MaAeHbKOrO 
pe6eHKa 0Ka3aAca oneHb KCTaTM. 

Ho He BCe 6blAO CTOAb TAaAKO, OCo6eHHO B nepBbie rOAbl. KpMCTMHKa 
nacTeHbKO nocpeAM hohm rpoMKMM bm3tom 6yAMAa TeTyuiKy m c ywacoM b 
Agtckmx rAa3ax paccKa3biBaAa tom CTpaHHbie BemM. 

- TeTfl TaAfl, MHe crpaniHo! - McnyraHHbiM toaocom, nyTb am He riAana 
BonpomaAa AeBOHKa, - noneMy OHa He yxoAMT? rioneMy OHa cmotpmt Ha MeHfl? 

- Kto? Aoporaa moa, kto Ha Te6a cmotpmt? - b nepenoAoxe Ta MOMeHTaAbHO 
BCKaKMBaAa c nocreAM m 3a>KMraAa CBeT. 

- Crapafl TeTJi... OHa CTpawHaa. 9\ ee 6oiocb. 

- TAe? TAe Tbi ee yBMASAa KpMCTMHOHKa? 

- TaM... - AeBOHKa HeonpeAeAeHHo yKa3biBaAa pyHKOM b yroA mx eAMHCTBeHHOM 
>KMAOM KOMHaTbl, TAe CTOflA CTapbIM LUMCjjOHbep. 

- Ho AanyiiiKa moa, TaM hmkoto HeT. Te6e ormTb npMCHMAca nAoxoM coh. - 
npMHMTaAa >KeHLu,MHa o6HMMaa pe6eHKa. - Hy Bee, Bee. ycnoKOMca moa 
xopomafl, Tbl >Ke BMAMIllb, TyT KpOMe Hac c to6om HMKOTO 6oAbLUe HeT. 

- OHa yLUAa... Ho OHa TaM 6biAa. OHa CMOTpeAa Ha MeHA. Te™ TaAfl, a ee 
6oKDCb. OHa CTpaiuHaa m nepHaa... 

He npoxoAMAo m Mecaua, HTo6bi KOLUMap c BMAeHMeM He noBTopaAca 3aHOBO. 
KaK MorAa nbiTaAacb ee ycnoKOMTb: HMTaAa ePi Ha HOHb Ao6pbie CKa3KM, 



OTnaMBaAa TenAbiM moaokom, 6paAa c co6om b nocTeAb. Ho paHO mam no3AHO, 
AeTCKMM KpMK b onepeAHOM pa3 6yAMA ee nocpeAM hohm. 

KorAa KpMCTMHKe MCnOAHMAOCb nflTb AeT KTO-TO nOCOBeTOBaA TaAMHe 
nOKpeCTMTb pe6eHKa, MOA 3TO nOMO>KeT M36aBMTbCfl OT HOHHbIX 6eCnOKOMCTB. 
HMKorAa npe>KAe He MMeBLuaa noAAMHHoro MHTepeca k peAMTMM, OHa BApyr c 
yAMBAeHMeM o6Hapy>KMAa, hto MHorMe ee 3HaKOMbie Ha noBepKy OKa3aAMCb 
BecbMa AaAeKM ot HayHHoro aTeM3Ma ocjjMUMaAbHOM coBeTCKOM magoaotmm. 
HeMHoro noKOAe6aBLUMCb m peLUMB, hto xy>Ke ot 3Toro abho He craHeT, 
neHCMOHepKa HaniAa noAxoA^mero 6aTK>LUKy m CBOAMAa ASBOHKy Ha KpemeHMe. 
Bee BMAeHMfl, KaK hm CTpaHHo, pa30M npeKpaTMAMCb. 

A nepe3 HecKOAbKO AeT HacTynMAM TflweAbie BpeMeHa. TaAMHy noA B03pacTHbiM 
npeAAoroM M3 lukoaw yBOAMAM m mx MaTepnaAbHoe noAO>xeHMe pe3KO 
CKaTMAocb bhm3. Bceo6mnM 6apAaK HanaBiiiMMCfl b CTpaHe eme 6oAbLue 
OCAO>KHMA MM >KM3Hb. IHeHCMM M ASTCKOTO n 0 C 06 Mfl CTaAO KaTaCTpO<|)MHeCKM He 
xBaTaTb. 3to nAoxo cKa3aAocb m Ha 3AopoBbe no>KMAOM >KeHLUMHbi. Bee pe>Ke m 
pe>Ke BbixoAMAa OHa M3 AOMa, nacTO m noAOAry 6oAeAa, a no HonaM tmxo 
nAaKaAa Ha KyxHe: 6oaAacb yMepeTb ao toto, KaK KpMCTMHKa noB3pocAeeT. 

- ynMCb, ASBOHKa MOfl, yHMCb xopoujo! - C TpyCTbKD B TOAOCe HaCTO noBTopaAa 
OHa. - TBoe eAMHCTBeHHoe cnaceHMe b xopoweM yne6e m 3HaHM*ix. 3aKOHHM 
LUKOAy, nocTynM b MHCTMTyT m noAyHM npocjjeccMKD. MHane nponaAenib, ASBOHKa 
Moa. KaK >Ke LuaTKo m HeHaAe>KHo CTaAO Bee b 3tom MMpe, KaK maTKo!.. 

Co CBOeM CTOpOHbl ASByiUKa npMAaraAa Bee yCMAMfl, HTo6bl TOAbKO He 
pa3onapoBaTb TeTyuiKy. 3aKOHHMAa LLiKOAy c 3oaotom MeAaAbio m npoMAfl 
6oAbLUOM KOHKypC, nOCTynMAa B OAMH M3 CTOAMHHbIX By30B Ha rOc6lOA>KeTHyKD 
ocHOBy. A KorAa eM McnoAHMAocb BoceMHaAuaTb, TeTfl TaAfl tmxo yMepAa, 
ocTaBMB CBoeM eAMHCTBeHHOM HacAeAHMue 3apaHee OTnMcaHHyio Ha ee mma 
KB apTMpy. 

M Ha BceM 6eAOM cBeTe KpMCTMHa 0Ka3aAacb coBepLueHHo oAHa. OHa, npaBAa, 
3HaAa, hto y Hee eme AOA>KeH 6biTb A^Afl, poahom 6paT OTua. Ho rAe oh m hto 
c hmm - Aa>Ke He AoraAbiBaAacb. l""lo CAOBaM TeTyniKM, nocAe TpareAMM 
CAyHMBLueMCfl c AAeKceeM, tot hm pa3y toakom He asa o ce6e 3HaTb. Pa3Be hto 
Ha noxopoHbi yTpyAMA ce6a npMexaTb. >Kma oh co CBoeM ceMbeki rAe-TO Ha 
ceBepe mx 6biBLueM o6meM poAMHbi, nocAe pacnaAa KOTopoPi, aBTOMaTMHecKM 
0Ka3aAca b 6AM>KHeM 3apy6e>Kbe. 

A nOCKOAbKy A«A« TaK M He M3bJlBMA >KeAaHMe npOflBMTb K nAeMflHHMUe MaAO 
MaAbCKM poACTBeHHoro MHTepeca, m BMASAa OHa ero AMLUb Ha nape CTapbix 
4>OTorpa<|)MM, to ocMpoTeB OKOHnaTeAbHO - TO>Ke He CTaAa ero MCKaTb. Bmccto 
3Toro, MbiCAeHHO BbiHepKHyAa ero cymecTBOBaHMe M3 CBoeM >km3hm pa3 m 
HaBcerAa. B HaAMHMe ocTaAbHbix poACTBeHHMKOB OHa He 6biAa yBepeHa. K TOMy 



>Ke, BpeMfl neTKO noKa3aAO, hto cyAb6a AeByuiKM HMKOMy KpoMe TeTM TaAMHbi 
He 6biAa no-HacTOflineMy MHTepecHa. 

ToAbi yne 6 bi b yHMBepcMTeTe npoAeTeAM MOAHMeHOCHO. \lo OTHOLueHMio ko 
MHOTMM CBOMM COKypCHMKaM no nOTOKy, KpMCTMHa 6 blAa B flBHO BblMrpaLLIHOM 
noAo>KeHMM MMea CTOAMHHyto nponMCKy, KaK BnponeM m OTAeAbHoe >KMAbe b 
amhhom co 6 cTBeHHOCTM. Ho noMMMO KpoiiieHHOM CTMneHAMM, y Hee 
OTCyTCTBOBaAM MHbie MCTOHHMKM AOXOAS. l""loCTaBAeHHafl B >KeCTKMe yCAOBMfl 
Bbi>KMBaHkm, OHa 6 biAa BbiHy>KAGHa nocTOAHHo noApa 6 aTbiBaTb no BenepaM. 
noHanaAy pa 6 oTaAa nocyAOMOMKOM m ocj>m 4 naHTKOM b mcakmx KacjjeniKax m 
3a6eraAOBKax. rio3>Ke, HanMHaa c TpeTbero Kypca, 3aHflAacb nepeBOAaMM c 
aHTAMMCKOrO 33blKa. 

Eme co cpeAHMX KAaccoB o6biHHOM LUKOAbi m CTporo CAeAyfl coBeTaM TeTyniKM, 
OHa cyMeAa BbmecTM HecKOAbKO 6oAbi±iMM 6ara>K 3HaHMM, HeweAM MHome ee 
OAHOKAaCCHMKM. YnaCb Ha 3KOHOMMHeCKOM 4>aKyAbTeTe, OTTOHMAa CBOM 
aHTAMMCKMM HaCTOAbKO XOpOLUO, HTO peryAflpHbie n 0 Apa 60 TKM C nepeBOAaMM 
AGAOBOM AOKyMeHTaUMM BnOAHe n03B0AflAM eM, KaK CTyAeHTKe, CBOAMTb KOHU,bl 
c KOHU,aMM. A nocAe noAyneHMfl AMnAOMa, He npM6eraa k ycAyraM 6np>Kbi 
TpyAa, OHa AocTaTOHHO 6biCTpo cyMeAa HaPiTM ce6e nocTOAHHyto pa6oTy b 
6ypHO pa3BMBaK>meMCfl TypMCTMHeCKOM KOMnaHMM. 

A BOT C AMHHOM >KM3HbK> y AGByLLIKM 6blAM CBOM HeAaAbl. B LUKOAbHbie TOAbl 
CBMAaHMfl c MaAbHMKaMM Ka3aAMCb eM eme nepecnyp HaAyMaHHbiMM m 
coBepmeHHO HeHy>KHbiMM. CepAUe kdhom KpMCTMHbi 6e3MflTe>KHO cnaAO. 
rioCTynMB B yHMBepCMTeT M pa30M OKa3aBLUMCb B 6oAbLLIOM TOAne 
pa3HOLUepCTHOM, MMMTMpyKDLUeM B3pOCAblM o6pa3 >KM3HM ny6AMKe, OHa 
noTMXOHbKy HanaAa oco3HaBaTb HOBbie, HeBeAOMbie eM ao 3Toro rpaHM CBoeM 
AyLUM. MMeHHO TOrAa MCTMHHafl nOTpe6HOCTb 6blTb KOMy-TO Hy>KHOM BnepBbie 
AaAa o ce6e 3HaTb. 06AaAaa oAHaKO cepbe3HbiM xapaKTepoM m BoenMTaHHOM b 
CTporMX TpaAMLiMflx, eM AOAro He yAaBaAOCb HaMTM ce6e noAxo Afl my to napy. 

OAHOKypCHMKM OC 060 He 3aMHTepeCOBaAM, OHM Bee 6e3 MCKAKDHeHMfl 
noKa3aAMCb ePi camlukom MH<j>aHTMAbHbiMM. A pe 6 flTa nocTapnie, kto HeT HeT Aa 
m npo 6 y>KAaA b Heki CTpaHHbie nyBCTBa TOMMTeAbHoro BOAHeHMfl m 
3aTopMO>KeHHocTM, KaK npaBMAo, caMM npeAnoHMTaAM ee He 3aMenaTb. PeiiiMB 
TorAa He ToponMTb co 6 biTMfl m npeAOCTaBMTb Bee Ha ycMOTpeHMe Bbicwero 
npoBMASHMfl, KpMCTMHa cbom nepBbie HacToaiuMe oTHomeHMfl McnbiTaAa 6 yAyHM 
y>Ke Ha TpeTbeM Kypce cjjaKyAbTeTa. 

B oamh M3 AHeM npoflBMB CBoeBOAbHOCTb, OHa y6e>KaAa c nocAeAHePi napbi 
Aomom. HaAO 6biAo ycneTb 3a6paTb c 6topo nepeBOAOB onepeAHyto CTonKy 
AOKyMeHTauMM ao ero 3aKpbiTMfl. 



- AeByuiKa, a Mt>i CAynaMHO He o6lu,mm aBTo6yc c BaMM noA>KMAaeM? 

3aAopHbm My>KCKOM toaoc BHe3anHO BbiBeA ee M3 pa3AyMMM. 06epHyBLUMCb, 

OHa yBMAeAa p^aom c co6om MOAOAoro neAOBeKa npmiTHOM Hapy>KHOCTM, 
CTyAGHTa nflToro Kypca ee OTAeAeHMfl. 3aoHHO ero 3HaAa: napeHb 6biA M3 HMCAa 
Tex CTapilieKypCHMKOB, KOTOpbie M Bbl3blBaAM B HeM OTKpOBeHHbIM MHTepec. 

OHa m caMa 6biAa 6bi paAa c hum no3HaKOMMTbca, Aa npMpoAHaa 
3aCTeHHMBOCTb M OTCyTCTBMe >KM3HeHHOrO OllblTa, He n03B0AMAM eM B CBOe 
BpeMfl cAeAaTb nepBbiM iuar. 

- Bo3mo>kho... - CKa3aAa noKa3aTeAbHO paBHOAyuiHbiM tohom. M TyT >Ke 
McnyraBLUMCb, hto camllikom abho nepenrpbiBaeT poAb, cneLUHO Ao6aBMAa - 
KoHeHHO, ecAM BaM TaK>Ke Hy>KHa "AeBflTKa". 

AoraAbIBaAaCb, HTO OTBeTMT yTBepAHTeAbHO, HMCKOAbKO npkl 3TOM He 
coBpaBLUM. napeHb, cyAfl no BceMy, AeMCTBMTeAbHO >kma b oahom m3 
6AM>KaMiuMx k HeM MHKpopanoHOB, nocKOAbKy HacTeHbKo 3aMenaAa ero b 
"cBoeM" aBTo6yce B03Bpamaacb c yne6bi aomom. C BkiTaAkieM OHa nepe>KMAa 
nepByto b CBoeM >km3hm HacTO£uu,yio Aio6oBb m... nepByio ropenb pa3onapoBaHMfl 
b My>KHMHax, hto k co>xaAeHMto, He3aMeAAMTeAbHO 3a Hen nocAeAOBaAa. 

HanaAo mx 3HaKOMCTBa 6biAo MAeaAbHbiM. no KpaMHen Mepe - ePi TaK Ka3aAocb. 
HyBCTBa noAHbie poMaHTMKM CMAbHO OKpbiAflAM. Ho y>Ke Hepe3 TpM c 
nOAOBMHOM MeCflU,a Bee HeO>KMAaHO 3aKOHHMAOCb. Bo 3MO>KHO npMHMHa M 
KpblAaCb B KDHOLUeCKOM MaKCMMaAM3Me, OAHaKO OH, BApyr, pe3KO nOTepflA K HeM 
MCKpeHHMM ao 3Toro MHTepec. B oamh M3 BenepoB, KpMCTMHa 3acTyKaAa ero c 
ApyroPi m Bca b cAe3ax noTpe6oBaAa o6bflCHeHMM. Tot cbokd oLUM6Ky 
npM3HaBaTb He 3axoTeA, Hao6opoT, BceMM npaBAaMM m HenpaBAaMM HanaA 
fipocTHO ce6a 3amMLU,aTb. Heo>KMAaHHO Ha Hee nocbinaAca ueAbiM rpaA 
yHM3MTeAbHblX OCKOp6AeHMM M yrp03. BblTAflAeAO TaK, CAOBHO nepeA HeM CTOflA 
COBepLLieHHO ApyrOM HeAOBeK, npMHeM KapAMHaAbHO M3MeHMBLLIMMCfl 3a 
nOCAeAHMM CyTKM. MHTyMTMBHO 0C03HaB, HTO np0M30LUA0 HTO-TO AypHOe M 
BMTaAMM no HenOHflTHOM eM npMHMHe CTaA MHbIM, C pa36MTblM CepALieM OT 
Hero yuiAa. nocAe pa3pbiBa HaAOAro 3aMKHyAacb b ce6e m norpy3MAacb b 
A enpeccMBHoe cocroaHMe. 

Ho cnycTfl BpeMfl, HaMAfl b ce6e My>KecTBO m cmaw AeByujKa cyMeAa onpaBMTbca 
ot CMAbHeMiuero AymeBHoro noTpaceHMfl. OHa 3acTaBMAa ce6a BHOBb HanaTb 
KOHTaKTMpoBaTb c AKDAbMM m BepHyAacb k yne6e, eme ocHOBaTeAbHee b Hee 
norpy3MBLUMCb. Ao OKOHnaHMfl yHMBepcMTeTa, npaBAa, cAeAaAa napy HOBbix 
nonbiTOK 3aBecTM ce6e napHJi, ho yBbi: o6e HanaAMCb BecbMa MHoroo6einaK>Lne, 
a bot 3aBepniMAMCb onepeAHbiMM M3MeHaMM m ropenbKD paccTaBaHMM. CrpaHHaa 
3aKOHOMepHocTb npojiBMAacb b tom, hto My>KHMHbi ee 6pocaAM, a CaMM TOAKOM 
He motam HaMTM ce6e onpaBAaHMe - 3a hto m noneMy? 



M Bp*iA am 3to Hanp^Myio 3aBMceAo ot ee BHeujHocTM. He o 6 AaAaa Lua 6 AOHHOM 
KpaCOTOM AMKTyeMOM TeAeBM30p0M M MMpOM LUOy6M3Heca, KpMCTMHa, TeM He 
MeHee, CAbiAa BecbMa npMBAeKaTeAbHOM oco 6 om: HaTypaAbHaa LLiaTeHKa, c 
npjiMbiMM, cnaAatoinMMM ao nAen BOAOcaMM. CBeTAyio, MO>t<eT Aa>Ke npe3MepHO 
6 AeAHyto KO>Ky am 14 a yKpamaAM ot npMpoAbi 6 oAbiiiMe KapMe rAa3a c 
Bbipa3MTeAbHblM B3rAflAOM M ryCTbIMM peCHMU,aMM, KOTOpbie COBepilieHHO He 
Hy>KAaAMCb b KOCMeTMKe. CaMO AM 140 6 biAo CAerKa yAAMHeHO, hto hm b KoeM 
Mepe He nopTMAo o6pa3, CKopee Hao 6 opoT, npMAaBaAo eMy OTTeHOK HeKoro 
6 AaropoACTBa m TparMHHOCTM. Poct ee 6 biA Bbime cpeAHero, KOMnAeKUMn TeAa 
CTpOMHaH. B 4>aKyAbTaTMBHOM epeAe OHa HaCTeHbKO Bbl3blBaAa BOCXMLUeHHbie 
My>KCKMe M 3aBMCTAMBbie >KeHCKMe B3rAflAbl. ripo 6 AeMa 6 blAa B AM 111 b TOM, HTO 
BCe nOKAOHHMKM ee KpaCOTbl AAfl AGByLLIKM pOBHbIM CHeTOM HMHerO He 3HaHMAM. 

riocAe yHMBepcMTeTa ee Kapbepa 6 biCTpo BouiAa b Hy>KHoe pycAO. KoMnaHMfl 
npMioTMBLuan HOBOMcneHeHHoro cneuMaAMCTa, k CAOBy CKa3aTb, BMecTe c HeM 
pocAa m pa3BMBaAacb, noTMXOHbKy npeBpamaacb b oamh m 3 KpynHeMiuMX 
TypMCTMHecKMX onepaTopoB CTpaHbi. HanaB pa 6 oTaTb paaobnm MeHeA>KepoM 
no npoAa>KaM, k ABaAuaTM nnTM roAaM 6 AaroAapa ycepAMio m AMHHbiM 
aM 6 MUMflM OHa cyMeAa BbipacTM ao 3aMecTMTeA5i HanaAbHMKa OTAeAa 
Me>KAyHapOAHOrO 6 pOHMpOBaHMfl. B TO BpeMfl KaK C KapbepHbIM pOCTOM BCe 
6 biAo b noAHOM nopaAKe, BHe pa 6 onero npocTpaHCTBa - noAHoe 3aTMi±ibe. Ho 
no npaBAe CKa3aTb, 3aHMMaeMaa AOA>KHOCTb m TaK OTHMMaAa 6 oAbiuyio nacTb ee 
BpeMeHM M Ha AMHHyiO >KM3Hb y>Ke MaAO HTO OCTaBaAOCb. 

OAHaKO HecMOTpa Ha CBepx-3arpy>xeHHbiM rpacjjMK, OHa Bee paBHo crapaAacb 
6biTb b naccMBHOM noMCKe. C rpycTbio OTMenaa b KOMnaHMM KOAAer onepeAHOM 
cbom AeHb po>KAeHMfl. riocAeAHMe OTHOLueHMfl TaK>Ke He npMHecAM ePi HMHero 
xopoiuero, KpoMe hobom nopuMM AyweBHOM 6 oam m pa3onapoBaHMfl. yxawep, 
Ha KOToporo peniMBLUMCb b onepeAHOM pa3 CAeAaAa CTaBKy, oAHa>KAbi ePi 
npM3HaAca, hto oh TaK 6oAbi±ie He MO>KeT: OHa moa camlukom aaa Hero 
xopoiua. Ee MHTeAAeKT m caMOAOCTaTOHHOCTb ero o6ecKypa>KMBaioT m ASAaioT 
CAa6biM. M Aa>Ke b KaKOM-TO Mepe nyraioT. Paaom c HeM oh He nyBCTByeT ce6a 
HacTOflLU,MM My>KHMHOM... Hy m npoHMe >KaAKMe OTroBopKM noAo6Horo poAa. 
McKpeHHe, npaBAa, no>KeAaB ePi BCTpeTMTb Ha CBoeM nyTM Koro-HM6yAb 6oAee 
AocTOMHoro, oh ymeA k ApyroPi, no ero CAOBaM - "He TaKOM cao>khom KaK OHa" 
AeBMLie. A eM onaTb noHaAo6MAOCb BpeMfl, Aa6bi CHOBa onpaBMTbca ot 
onepeAHoro npeAaTeAbCTBa. Ho BnepeAM ee noA>KMAaA hobwm yAap, KOTopbiM 
BecbMa CMAbHO nOAKOppeKTMpOBaA BCIO ee AaAbHeMLJjyiO >KM3Hb. 

B noHeAeAbHMK, b HanaAe pa6onero aha Bbi3BaB k ce6e b Ka6MHeT, Luecj) OTAeAa 
nopyHMA eM npeACTaBMTb KOAAeKTMBy mx HOBoro KOAAery BAaAMMMpa... 


KorAa CAynaMHo noBCTpenaBLuajicfl Ha yAMLie npMATeAbHMLia paccKa3aAa 



KpMCTMHe o HeAenoPi CMepTM mx 6biBLuero coTpyAHMKa, aaa Hee b oAHonacbe 
pyxHyA Becb ee ycTOflBLUMMCfl MMp. KoHeHHO, k TOMy BpeMeHM OHa cyMeAa ero 
npocTMTb m Aax<e CAerKa noA3a6biTb. Ho npM BceM npM tom, OKa3biBaeTca, 
MOpaAbHO BOBCe He 6blAa TOTOBa y3HaTb O CTOAb TparMHeCKOM M 
npe>KAeBpeMeHHOM KOHHMHe. 3aceBLuafl rAy6oKO b noAC03HaHMM MbiCAb, hto 
OHa caMa ero m y6nAa cBoen 6e3yMHOM, rpaHMnameM c HeHaBMCTbto CTpacTbto, 
KaK 6ypaBHMK CBepAMAa M03r, cboaa c yMa m Bbi3biBaa 6eccoHHnuy. M c Kax<AbiM 
AHeM ee HacTpoeHMe CTaHOBMAocb Bee 6oAee MpaHHbiM m AenpeccMBHbiM. Hto 
HeM3MeHHO CKa3biBaAocb m Ha 4»M3MHecKOM coctoahmm AGByuiKM. 3acbinaiomafl 
c 6oAbi±iMM TpyAOM m y>Ke noA caMoe yTpo, KpMCTMHa HanaAa BMAeTb oamh m 
TOT >Ke COH, KOTOpbIM HeM36e>KHO BbipOKAaACfl B CaMbiM HaCTOflLUMM KOLUMap. 

Bo CHe k Hen CTaA npnxoAMTb BAaAMMMp. B tom o6pa3e, b KaKOM OHa ero 
3anoMHMAa eme no CKyHHOM KopnopaTMBHOM BenepMHKe. He>KHO m AacKOBO 
o6xBaTMB ee 3a TaAmo, oh Kpy>KMA c Hen noA MeAAeHHyio My3biKy. 06hab 
My>KHMHy CBoePi MeHTbi 3a nAeHM m ckaohmb roAOBy eMy Ha rpyAb, OHa bca 
MAeAa ot HaxAbiHyBiuero cnacTba, crapaacb M3BAenb MaKCMMyM HacAa>KAeHnn M3 
CAOXKMBLLieMCfl CMTyaLlMM... 

y>Ke M3HblBan OT TOMMTeAbHOM MCTOMbl, TAe-TO B paMOHe TOAOBbl OHa BApyr 
nonyBCTBOBaAa CTpaHHyio m MOKpyio TenAOTy. HeKaa >KMAKOCTb MCxoAflinaa c 
LUkipoKOM My>KCKOki rpyAM, HenpMflTHO nponMTbiBaAa co6om ee 6Ay3Ky m 
o6klAbHO npOCaHMBaflCb CKB03b Hee, TOHKMMM M rOpflHMMM CTpyMKaMM 6blCTpO 
CTeKaAa no >KMBOTy bhm3 - k HoraM. 

KpMCTMHa CMAbHO yAMBMAaCb M3MeHMBLUMMCfl OLHymeHMAMI paAOCTb M 
yMMpoTBopeHMe b oAHonacbe Mcne3Ao, a BMecTO hmx HaKaTMAa ryAKaa BOAHa 
TpeBorM m onacHOCTM. Bo3hmkao HenpeoAOAMMoe npeAnyBCTBMe, 6yATO HeHTO 
Mep3Koe m npeAeAbHO mycHoe npoMexoAMT c HeM b 3tot caMbiM MOMeHT, ho 
HTO MMeHHO, OHa He MOrAa nOHflTb. rioflBMAaCb 3aTOpMO>KeHHOCTb B 
ABM>KeHMflx m cepAUe CKOBaAa yHbiAaa TOCKa. llepeA rAa3aMM B03HMKAa neAeHa 
M3 rycToro TyMaHa, 3pMTeAbHaa KapTMHKa nonAbiAa, a co3HaHMe HanaAO 
OTKAtonaTbCfl, MeAAeHHO npoBaAMBaacb b rMnHOTMHecKyto coHAMBOCTb. M y>Ke 
6yKBaAbHo BnaB b 6ecnaMATCTBO - AeByuiKa pe3Ko B3AporHyAa. AerKMM, ho 
B eCbMa HyBCTBMTeAbHbIM TOAHOK B CnMHy, MTHOBeHHO npo6yAMA B HeM 
yCbinAeHHytO 6blAO 6AMTeAbHOCTb. 

Pa30M oco3HaB npnpoAy >kmakoctm, OHa TOTnac BCTpeneHyAacb m B3rAflHyAa 
BAaAMMMpy b rAa3a. B oxBaTMBiueM ee yx<ace, OHa yBMASAa ero amu,o 
M 3MeHMBLUMMCfi ao Hey3HaBaeMOCTM. Oho no6AeAHeAo m nyAOBMiUHO 
MCKa3MAOCb B npOnOpUMflX. rioAo6HO MaCKe, 3aCTblBLLiafl Ha HeM 
crpaAaAbHecKaa rpMMaca M3AynaAa HenoAAeAbHyio 6oAb m OTHanHMe. Ero BeKM 
6blAM nAOTHO npMKpblTbl, a HeKOrAa KpaCMBbIM M CMAbHbIM My>KCKOM pOT - 
6eCnOMOLUHO nOAyOTKpblT. OxBaneHHafl >KMBOTHblM CTpaXOM M ABM>KMMa?l 
MHCTMHKTOM CaMOCOXpaHeHMfl, KpMCTMHa nOnblTaAaCb ero OTTOAKHyTb, HO 



My>KHMHa no-npe>KHeMy, npaBAa y>Ke MepTBOM XBaTKOM, npoAOA>KaA AepwaTb ee 
3a TaAMKD M MeAAeHHO, nOAo6HO MexaHMHeCKOM KyKAe, Kpy>KMTb B TaKT My3blKe. 
M HecnacTHafl, AMiueHHafl cma k conpoTMBAeHwo, oHa 6biAa Bbmy>KAeHa 
TaHLieBaTb C HUM 3TOT CTpaHHbIM TaHeU,. 

OTHaflHHbIM KpMK O nOMOLU,M, TO M ASAO CpblBatOLUMMCfl C ee ry6, Ka3aAOCb He 
CAblLUaA HMKTO M3 npMCyTCTBytOLUMX Ha BeHepMHKe. OrAflAeBLUMCb no CTOpOHaM, 
OHa yBMAeAa KaK Apyrne akdam b 3aAe TO>Ke CTaAM BbirA^AeTb 6e3AywHbiMM 
MapMOHeTKaMM: CTOAb >Ke MexaHMHecKM m AepraHo ABMraAMCb ohm Ha 3 tom 
6e3yMHOM KapHaBaAe. KpMCTMHa b y>Kace noHAAa, hto Bee ohm npeBpaTMAMCb b 
He>KMBblX KyKOA: C 3aCTblBLLIMMM MaCKaMM-rpMMaCaMM BMeCTO AM 14 M 
ocTeKAeHeBLUMMM rAa3aMM. Ohm He >KeAaAM, Aawe He 6biAM cnoco6Hbi 3aMeTMTb 
m pacno3HaTb jy AMKyto TpaHC(j>opMai4MK>, hto npoMexoAMAa c amu,om ee 
KaBaAepa. A oho c Kax<AOM MMHyTOM CTaHOBMAOCb Bee 6oAee >KyTKMM m 
OTT a A K M B a to m M M . 

CHanaAa KO>xa ero am 14a npMo6peAa MepTBei4KO-cAMBOBbm orreHOK m 
nOKpblAaCb MeAKMMM BOAAbipflMM. 3aTeM OHa B3AyAaCb M ee o6AaAO CnepTbIM 
nOTOKOM HeBbIHOCMMOM TpynHOM BOHM. A KOrAa MHTyMTMBHO nOHyBCTBOBaAa, 
hto eme nyTb nyTb m ee o6oHAHMe He BbiAep>KMT 3 tom nbiTKM, OHa nonpocTy 
ynaAeT b o6mopok, 3aAOXHyBLUMCb CMpaAOM - BeKM BAaAMMMpa npMnoAHflAMCb. 

Oh TAyMAMBO-HaCMeiUAMBblM B3rAflAOM CMOTpeA Ha Hee M CKaAMACfl 
nOTeMHeBLUMMM OT THMAM 3y6aMM. A B erO MyTHbIX 3paHKaX 3ao6ho 
no6AeCKMBaAM MaAeHbKMe 3eAeHbie OrOHbKM. M B 3TOT MOMeHT KpMCTMHa c 
kpmkom npocbinaAacb, y>Ke no-HacToameMy. Ho Aawe nocAe npo6y>KAeHMfl, OHa 
KaKoe-TO Bpeivm npoAOA>KaAa cj)M3MHecKM omymaTb ocTaTKM 3anaxa 
pa3AaratoLi4eMCfl nAOTM. A Ha cAeAytomyio HOHb, yBbi, Becb KOLUMap noBTopflAca 
3aHOBO, C TOM >Ke CaMOM nOCAeAOBaTeAbHOCTbKD Co6blTMM. 

OHa oneHb CMAbHO ocyHyAacb m noxyAeAa c Tex nop, KaK y3HaAa o ero CMepTM. 
ynacTKOBbiM Bpan, Ha npneM k KOTopoMy HaKOHei4-TO peiuMAacb 3anMcaTbca, no 
TpaAMLiMM OTnpaBMA ee o6omtm CTaHAapTHyra MeAKOMMCCMKD m cAaTb ocHOBHbie 
aHaAM3bl, KOTOpbie, K CAOBy CKa3aTb, TaK HMHerO M He BblflBMAM. C 
4>M3MOAOrMHeCKOM TOHKM 3peHMfl AGByLUKa 6blAa COBepLiieHHO 3AOpOBa. 
ricMXMaTp, Ha npneMe y KOToporo OHa TaK>Ke ycneAa no6biBaTb, BbinncaA eM 
p^A yCnOKOMTeAbHblX, nOCOBeTOBaB AMLUb Ha me 6blBaTb Ha CBe>KeM B03Ayxe M 
He 3arpy>KaTb ce6a TaK CMAbHO pa6oTOM. OAHaKO, HecMOTpa Ha peryAapHbiM 
npneM Ta6AeTOK, KOTOpbie Ta Ao6pocoBecmo rAOTaAa, ee ncMXMHecKoe 
COCTOflHMe HMHyTb He AyMaAO yAyHLUaTbCfl. 

Ka>KAbiM AeHb ee oAOAeBaAO nyBCTBO rAy6oKOM anaTMM. C HacTynAeHMeM 
Benepa Ao6aBAflAOCb HepB03Hoe 6ecnoKOMCTBO. 3aTeM CAeAOBaAo AOAroe 



BoponaHbe b nocreAM, b 6eccMAbHOM nonbiTKe coMKHyTb rAa3a. CBoero poAa 
HarpaAOM 3a MHoronacoByio 6eccoHHMu,y 6biAo KopoTKoe 3a6biTbe noA yTpo, 
ho oho Hen36e>KHO conpoBO>KAaAOCb onepeAHOM cueHOM hohhoto KOLUMapa c 
yMkipatoLUMM bo BpeMA TaHu,a BAaAMMMpoM. B momcht anorea CTpaxa m 
OTBpameHHfl ot TpyriHoro CMpaAa, CAeAOBaAo pe3Koe npo6y>KA6HMe c kpmkom 
m... HacTynaA hobum AenpeccMBHbiM AeHb, c a6coAtoTHO cxo>kmm cueHapkieM. 

Amiib HaKaTMBLuee nyBCTBO roAOAa m nycTOM xoaoam AbH m k 3acTaBAflAM 
KpMCTMHy B03Bpauj,aTbai b He MeHee cypoByto >KMTeMCKyio peaAbHOCTb, roHfl ee 
3a npoAyKTaMM b 6AM>KaMi±iMM cynepMapKeT. TaK 6biAo m Ha 3tot pa3. 
npOrOAOAaBLUMCb KaK CAeAyeT M CTOAKHyBLUMCb C nOAHblM OTCyTCTBMeM 
KaKOM-An6o npoBM3MM b AOMe, OHa, HexoTfl OASBLLiMCb, no6peAa Ha yAMUy. 

- AoneHbKa, noMorn neM MOKeLUb, a a Te 6 e noraAato. 

Heo>KMAaHHO nePi-TO weHCKMM toaoc OTKAMKHyA ee Ha iioaxoag k Mara3MHy. 
MexaHkinecKH noBepHyB roAOBy b Ty CTopoHy, OHa yBMAGAa u,biraHKy: ckpomho 
oAeTyto weHiuMHy AeT nflTMAGCflTM-nflTMAGCflTM rmTM. Ha yAMBAeHMe Ta 6biAa 
coBepmeHHo oAHa, 6e3 noApy>KeK, m Aa>Ke 6e3 TMnMHHoro MAaA6HU,a 
yKyTaHHoro b rp*i3Hoe Tpanbe, KOTopbm, KaK npaBMAO, TaK xopoiuo noMoraeT 
mx 6paTMM pa3>KaAo6MTb onepeAHoro npoxo>Kero Ha mmaocthhio. KpMCTMHa 
HMKorAa He McnbiTbiBaAa M3AMLUHeM CMMnaTMM k ubiraHaM m BcerAa CTapaAacb 
o6xoAMTb mx 3a BepcTy. M y>K TeM 6oAee, HMKorAa He CTaAa 6bi AOBepuTb mx 
raAaHMflM. Ho ceMHac BHyTpeHHMM toaoc BApyr caM npMKa3aA eM ocraHOBMTbCfl 
m AOBepMTbca. TepjiTb eM 6biAo Henero. AoAroMrpatoLUMM y>Kac M3Hyp*HOLu,MM 
ee TeAo m pa3yM, BKyne c xpoHMHecKOM 6eccoHHMLieM, cAeAaAM CBoe agao. Eme 
HeMHOrO TaKOM >KM3HM M OHa (j)M3MHeCKM npOTflHeT HOrM. 

- Bo3bMMTe, 3to Bee, hto y MeHfl ecTb! - 3anycTMB pyKy b KapMaH naAbTO m 
AocTaB KoiueAeK, OHa Bbirpe6Aa OTTyAa boo MMeBLuytoca HaAMHKy 
npeAHa3HaneHHyKD aaa noKynKM eAbi. BbiCTpo BcyHMAa ropcTb noMATbix Kymop 
oujapaujeHHOM ee noBeAGHMeM raAaAKe m npoTAHyAa tom cbokd pyKy. 

Ho Ta, eABa B3rA*iHyB Ha ee AeByto AaAOHb MmoBeHHO M3MeHMAacb b AMLie. OHa 
no6AeAHeAa, hto-to HeBHnTHO npo6opMOTaAa Ha CBoeM A3biKe, MOMeHTaAbHO 
BepHyAa Bee AeHbrM m xoTeAa 6biAo peTMpoBaTbca. TyT y>Ke caMa KpMCTMHa ee 
He OTnycTMAa. KaK cyMacuieALuafl, y Bcex npoxo>KMX Ha BMAy, OHa npaMO nepeA 
Hen ynaAa Ha koachm. BuenMAacb b noAOA aamhhom uBeTacTOM kd6km m CTaAa 
cAe3HO yMOAATb ee noraAaTb, CKa3aTb, hto c HeM Ha caMOM AeAe npoMexoAMT. 
UbiraHKa 6biAa b iioahom pacrepaHHOCTM. Ha ee o6ecKypa>KeHHOM AMue AerKo 
HMTaAacb CMAbHaa AOcaAa, BnepeMeniKy c abhnm McnyroM. Ka3aAOCb, caMa 6biAa 
y>Ke BOBce He paAa, hto OTKAMKHyAa ee. l""lo-npe>KHeMy nopbiBaAacb yMTM, ho 
AGByniKa ueriKOM XBaTKOM npoAOA>KaAa Aep>KaTb >KeHinMHy 3a hm3 nAaTbfl, He 
nepecTaBaa npM 3tom npocMTb o iiomoium. 



- Xopoujo, AOHeHbKa, ft CKa>Ky Te6e, hto yBMAaAa Ha TBoePi AaAOHM. - 
OKaAMAacb HaKOHeu Ta. - ripkixoAH ceroAHfl nocAe agbatm bot no 3TOMy 
aApecy (TyT ft >KMBy BMecTe co CBoen ceMben), TaK y>K vt 6biTb, ft Te6e noraAara. 

CKa3aB 3 to, oHa HanaAa 6biCTpo yAaAATbca, noKa He cKpbiAacb 3a 6AM>KaMLUMM 
noBopoTOM yAMLibi. AeHer c Hee TaK vt He B3flAa. 

Pobho b AeBflTb HacoB Benepa KpMCTMHa ompaBMAacb k rocTM. no yKa3aHHOMy 
aApecy 3HannAacb caMa ft OKpaMHa ropoAa, c HaHMHaraiuMMCfi ceKTopoM 
nacTHoro AOMOBAaAeHMfl, hto, BnponeM, 6biAo He TaK y>K vt AaAeKO ot ee 
MHoro3Ta>KKM. no6Ay>KAaB HeMHoro no nAoxo ocBemeHHbiM yAMLiaM vt HaMAfl 
HaKOHeu Hy>KHbiM evt aom, k CBoeMy orpoMHOMy M3yMAeHMra, OHa yBMAeAa 
6oAbLuoe vt Ao6poTHoe Aeyx3Ta>KHoe crpoeHMe. CyAfl no BceMy ubiraHKa 
MMeHHO TyT vt npo>KMBaAa. Ecam, kohchho, peLUMB ee o6MaHyTb, 3aBeAOMO He 
AaAa AO>KHbie KOOpAHHaTbl. 

Aa>Ke HecMOTpa Ha Bceo6myra TeMeHb BOKpyr 6biAo acho, hto 3tot aom pe3Ko 
BblAeAflACfl Ha 4>OHe Bcex OCTaAbHbIX, KyAa 6oAee CKpOMHbIX Vt 0AH03Ta>KHblX 
nocTpoeK. KpMCTMHa Bcepbe3 3aAyMaAacb, nocKOAbKy BOBce He o>KMAaAa HaPiTM 
3Aecb noAo6Hoe 3AaHMe, Aa m k TOMy >Ke, npMHaAAewamee ubiraHCKOMy poAy. 
HyBCTBO HeyBepeHHOCTM nocTynaAo b ee co3HaHMe. noKOAe6aBLUMCb 
HeCKOAbKO MMHyT, OHa BCe >Ke nepe6opOAa B03HMKLLIMe COMHeHMfl M n03B0HMAa 
B 3BOHOK. 

Ao Hee TOTnac AOAeTeA npocTHbiM AaPi ueAOM CBopbi KpynHbix co6aK rpoMKO 
3BeHflLMMX Lien^MM. BcKope MaAeHbKaa KaAMTKa B03Ae BopoT (M3HanaAbHO era 
Aa>Ke He 3aMeneHHafl), co CKpnnoM OTBopMAacb vt b ee npoeMe noKa3aAca 
CMAy3T xyAeHbKoro MaAbHMKa, npMMepHO AeT AecjiTM. 

- 3ApaBCTByMTe, MeHfl 30ByT KpMCTMHa vt... - HeyBepeHHo HanaAa OHa. 

- 3ApaBCTByMTe, 3axoAMTe! Ba6yiiiKa y>Ke AaBHO Bac >KAeT - 6 omko nepe6MA ee 
pe6eHOK. 

K euj,e 6oAbLueMy M3yMAeHMra AeByniKM, M3HyTpM aom BbirA^AeA He MeHee 
LUMKapHO neM CHapy>KM. BbiA oneHb 6oraTO (xota m coBepmeHHO 6e3BKycHo) 
o6cTaBAeH AoporoPi aHTMKBapHOM Me6eAbra MAymeM b KOHTpacT c caMOM 
COBpeMeHHOM 6blTOBOM TeXHMKOM. Ha CTeHaX BMCeAM OrpOMHbie UBeTaCTbie 
KOBpbi m >KMBonMCHbie KapTMHbi. BeAOMaa MaAbHMKOM m He nepecTaBaa 
yAMBAflTbca yBMAeHHOMy, OHa npoiuAa nepe3 npMxo>Kyra, napy CMe>KHbix 3aA vt 
HaKOHeu OKa3aAacb b He6oAbi±iOM yraTHOM KOMHaTKe, rAe ee y>Ke noA>KMAaAa 
CAynaMHa ft 3HaKOMaa. nepBoe, hto boma^ BHyTpb ManiMHaAbHO OTMeTMAa 
KpMCTMHa, 6biA Heo6binaMHo ctomkmm apoMaT, npMcyTCTByrainMM b 3tom 
noMemeHMM. Oh noneMy-TO HaBeaA ePi CMyTHoe BOcnoMMHaHMe M3 paHHero 



AeTCTBa, xot*i, b to >Ke Bpeivm, OHa roTOBa 6biAa noKAACTbca, hto TeTfl TaAfl 
HMKorAa Hkinero noAo6Horo b KBapTMpe He MMeAa. KaK 6bi to hm 6biAo, 3anax 
pe3KO yAapMA b hoc, OHa HeBOAbHO B3ApomyAa m cpa3y KaK-TO paccAa6nBiiincb 

- o6MflKAa BCeM TeAOM. 

- CaAMCb, AoneHbKa, noy>KMHaM co mhom, - cKa3aAa u,biraHKa, >xecTOM 
npHrAamafl ee cecTb Ha pa3AO>xeHHbie no noAy LiBeTacTbie TK>4>flKM. 

XoTeAa 6blAO M3 Be>KAMBOCTM OTKa3aTbCfl, HO BHyTpeHHMM TOAOC TOTHaC 
noACKa3aA, hto OTKa3 MO>KeT cepbe3HO ocKop6nTb xo3flMKy. KpoMe Toro, 
BnepBbie 3a MHoro AHePi OHa BApyr no-HacToameMy omyTMAa 3BepcKMM anneTMT 
m Ato6e3HO npMHAAa npMrAanieHMe OTKyiiiaTb. B 3tot momcht ABepb b KOMHaTy 
OTBOpMAaCb M BHyTpb 3aiJJAa MOAOAafl >KeHIHMHa C 6oAbLUMM nOAHOCOM, Ha 
kotopom CTOflAM ABe rAy6oKne TapeAKM c cynoM M3 BapeHHOM 6apaHMHbi m 
rpyAa Hape3aHHoro aomtamm p>KaHoro xAe6a. Bee 3to 6biAo aKKypaTHo 
nocTaBAeHO Ha HMcryto m 3apaHee paccTeAeHHyto Ha MaAeHbKOM CTOAMKe 
CKaTepTb. KpMCTMHa C OrpOMHbIM yAOBOAbCTBMeM CbeAa cbokd nopurno cyna, 
nocAe Hero BbinMAa ABe HaujKM KpenKO 3aBapeHHoro nepHoro naa c MeAOM, 
3a6oTAMBO npMHeceHHoro cpa3y nocAe y>KMHa. ToAbKO TorAa, OKOHnaTeAbHO 
HaCblTMBLUMCb (kl HaAblliiaBLUMCb CTpaHHbIM apoMaTOM), OHa CMorAa 
nonyBCTBOBaTb ce6a oneHb AerKO m cbo6oaho. 

- Hy a Tenepb, AoneHbKa, AaBaPi nocMOTpMM, hto Te6a rAO>KeT, - npoMOABMAa 
crapaa ubiraHKa, KaK TOAbKo MOAOAaa (oHa 0Ka3aAacb ee HeBecTKon) y6paAa 
bckd nocyAy c mx Tpane3bi m BbiLUAa, 3aKpbiB 3a co6om ABepb. 

- rioKa>KM MHe AeByra AaAOHb - nonpocMAa OHa. 

AocTaTOHHO AOAro m npMCTaAbHO M3ynaAa Ha Hen Ka>KAyio amhmkd, m c Ka>KAOM 
npoLueALueM MMHyTOM ee amuo craHOBMAocb Bee 6oAee m 6oAee MpaHHbiM. 
3aTeM OHa noTpe6oBaAa npaByto AaAOHb AeByuiKM m HeKOTopoe BpeMfl npoBeAa 
3a M3yHeHMeM OHHOM. riOTOM, BMAHMO CMAbHO yTOMMBLUMCb, paCKypMAa 
AAMHHyra nepHyK) cnrapeTy BbinycTMB napy KAy6KOB eAKoro At>iMa. riocMaKOBaB 
Ta 6 aKOM b coctoahmm noAy-TpaHca, OHa 3aTyniMAa OKypoK 06 cepe6pflHyio 
neneAbHHLiy m pa3AO>KMAa nepeA co6om KapTbi Tapo. OAHaKo pe3yAbTaT 
pacKAaAa KapT ee TaK>Ke He yAOBAeTBopMA. OHa no-npe>KHeMy BbirA^AeAa 
XMypoPi m paccTpoeHHoPi. 

- rio>KaAyMCTa, He TflHMTe! CKa>KMTe BCe KaK eCTb! - B3MOAMAa KpMCTMHa, - 
ripOLUy Bac, AOCTaTOHHO CMAbHa, HT06bl npMHflTb Ato6yK> npaBAy, KaKOM 6bl 
>KeCTOKOM Ta HM 6blAa! 

UbiraHKa Ha 3Ty MOAb6y AMLUb TOpbKO yXMblAbHyAaCb. 

- BMAMiiib am, AoneHbKa, - HanaAa OHa nocAe AOAroro o6AyMbiBaHMfl cbomx 
M biCAePi, - Tbi noBCTpenaAacb MHe Ha yAMue, a cennac 3Aecb, p^AOM co mhom. 



M3HanaAbHO ft noAyMaAa, hto 3to HMCTaa CAynaMHOCTb, a OKa3aAOCb BOBce m 
HeT. 3tom BCTpene cy>KAeHO 6biAo 6biTb. Tbi xoneuib npaBAy? Xoponio, ft 
paccKa>Ky Te6e npaBAy. Tbi, KaK MMHMMyM, 3acAy>KMBaeLUb ee 3HaTb. 

- TaK CAymaM: o6e tbom AaAOHM m pacKAaA Tapo 0AH03Ha*HH0 roBopaT, hto 
T e6e c po>KAeHMfl He cyx<AeHO 6biAo >KMTb AOAbine Tpex c iioaobmhom AeT. - 
npoAOAXKMAa >KeHLu,MHa, 3aMenaa, hto m 6e3 Toro ocyHyBLueeca amlio KpkiCTMHbi 
npno6peTaeT McnyraHHbiM bma* 

- Aa, AoneHbKa, ropenb npaBAbi TaKOBa, hto Tbi AOA>KHa 6biAa yMepeTb eiye b 
paHHeM B03pacTe m TOAbKo 6e3rpaHMHHa*i Aio6oBb TBoen MaTepM cnacAa Te6ft 
ot Hen36e>KHOM rn6eAM. OHa, caMa Toro He oco3HaBaa, CAenbiM MaTepMHCKMM 
MHCTMHKTOM IIOAapMAa Te6e HaCTb CBOeM >KM3HM. M Tbi ({>aKTMHeCKM >KMBeLUb 
B3aMMbi, ncnoAb3ya ee He npo>KMTbie roAbi. 

UbiraHKa 6biAO 3anHyAacb, bmaa CAe3bi Ha6e>KaBLune c rAa3 OLuapaiiieHHOM 
KpMCTMHbl, He 3Hafl npOAOA>KaTb ePl CBOM paCCKa3 MAM HeT. M Bee >Ke 
npoAOA>KMAa. 

- 3to eme noA6eAbi, AoneHbKa. - c TpyAOM nporoBopMAa OHa - Te6e asam 
LuaHC >KMTb, ho BMecTe c hmm HaBfl3aAM m oco6yio cyAb6y. npaBAa He Mory 
nOHJRTb, KTO MMeHHO HaBfl3aA M nOHeMyi MHCj)OpMai4Mfl nOAHOCTbKD 3aKpblTa. Ho 
xoneiub Tbi Toro mam HeT, a Te6e npMAeTca no3HaTb cbom nyTb, KOTopbiM aaa 
Te6a kto-to cneuMaAbHo nocrapaAca npoAo>KMTb. M HOLua 3Toro nyTM 
Tfl>KeAa!.. KpoMe Toro, AoneHbKa, b Te6ft 6biAM 3aAO>KeHbi onpeAeAeHHbie CMAbi, 
KOTOpbie OHeHb CKOpO AOA>KHbl 6yAyT 3aAeMCTBOBaHbl. A 3aA6MCTBOBaTb MX, K 
co>KaAeHMio, Te6e npMAeTca. MHane, ecAM HanHenib mm conpoTMBAflTbca, 
CAeAaiOT OHM TBOe TeAO XBOpbIM, a pa3yM CAa6blM HaCTOAbKO, HTO Bee 
OKpywaioinMe coHTyT re6ft yMaAMiueHHOM. 

- Ho HTO 3a CMAbi T3KMe? M KaK MHe MX 3aA6MCTBOBaTb? - M3yMMAaCb AeByiilKa. 

- CMAbi 3TM AaiOT 3HaHMfl M yMeHMfl OCo6orO nOp^AKa, HeAOCTynHbie o6blHHblM 
akda^m. Ohm MoryT npMHecTM paAOCTb, a MoryT m rope, CMOTpa aaa Hero mx 
MC n0Ab30BaTb. OHM TOAbKO CeMHaC HaHMHaiOT B Te6e npo6y>KAaTbCfl M 3aHBA51Tb 
o ce6e. M AMiiib TBoe HenoHMMaHMe mx cyTM - cboamt re6ft c yMa. Te6e 
npMAeTca no3HaTb ce6ft 3aHOBO. Kto Tbi ecTb Ha caMOM AeAe. A TaKMX AioAeM 
KaK Tbi, AoneHbKa, mciiokoh BeKOB b HapoAe Ha3biB3AM no-pa3HOMy, ho BcerAa 
onacaAMCb: BeAbMa - AMiiib oaho m 3 Ha3BaHMM. nyBCTByio, hto Te6e cy>KAeHO 
CTaTb OAHOM M3 HMX. CTaTb HaCTOfllHeM BeAbMOM, npMpoAHOM. M He 
noHaAo6MTca Te6e hmk3kom ynMTeAb mam HacTaBHMK, m6o 3HaHMe caMo 6yAeT 
npMXOAMTb B Hy>KHOe BpeMfl M B Hy>KHOM BMAe. 

- Aa ho... Bee 3to oneHb Heo>KMAaHHO aaa MeHfl. MeHbiue Bcero ft o>KMAaAa 
ycAbiiiiaTb, hto o6peneHa CTaTb BeAbMOM. Aa>Ke He 3Haio, hto m AyMaTb... A hto 
Bbi motam 6 bi CKa3aTb HacneT BAaAMMMpa? - ocTopo>KHo cnpocMAa OHa, 



CTapaacb nepeKAioHMTb BHMMaHMe u,biraHKM Ha to, hto 6ecnoKOMAO ee KyAa 
6oAbLue. 


- He bmhm ce6a b ero CMepTM. - yBepeHO OTBeTMAa Ta. - He 6biAo b Hen TBoePi 
BkiHbi. Kto-to ApyroPi... (TyT OHa Ha HecKOAbKO ceKyHA npepBaAa cbokd penb m 
onfiTb 3aAyMaAacb) HaMepeHHo BbmyAMA ero BCTynMTb Ha nyTb, KOHeu, 
KOToporo 6biA 3apaHee npeApemeH. Tbi Amub Heoco3HaHHo npMAaAa TOMy 
KOHuy Hy>KHyio 4»opMy, He MeHaa ero cyTM... 

- ripOCTMTe, Bbl XOTMTe CKa3aTb HTO... 

- f\ xony CKa3aTb, hto He Tbi y6nAa BAaAMMMpa, a kto-to ApyroPi! >KeHMBLUMCb 
Ha 6oraTOM pa3BeAeHKe, oh caM noAriMcaA ce6e CMepTHbiM npnroBop. Tbi Amiib 
ncMXMHecKM, cmaom CBoero Heoco3HaHHoro >KeAaHMfl, onpeAeAMAa KaKOM 
CMepTbio oh yMpeT. M Hkinero 6oAee. IlycTb Te6e eme cnacn6o CKa>KeT 3a 
OKa3aHHyio eMy ycAyry. - 3araAOHHO ycMexHyAacb >KeHLU,MHa. 

- Hto Bbi mvieeTe b BMAy?! - y>KacHyAacb KpMCTMHa. 

- CMepTb 6blAa HaCMAbCTBeHHOM, MyHMTeAbHOM, HO AOCTaTOHHO 6blCTpOM. 
3Aecb Ha "nepexoAe" OTMyHMAcn, 3aTO "TaM" 3aHTeTca m Bee KOMneHCMpyeTCfl. 
EMy bo 6Aaro 6yAeT. Aa He BOAHyMca Tbi TaK 3a Hero, o ce6e Ayniiie noAyMaPi, 
AoneHbKa! 

- Ho OH npMXOAMT KO MHe Ka>KAyiO HOHb B KOLUMapax! - >KaAo6HO 
3anpoTecTOBaAa OHa. 

- TAynayi! - pe3Ko o6opBaAa ee u,biraHKa. - To 6biAa AapBa-napa3MT, hto 
B bicacbiBaAa c Te6a >KM3HeHHyio 3Heprmo, noAb3yacb TBoePi 
HeOCBeAOMAeHHOCTbKD M OTCyTCTBMeM 3aLU,MTbl. OHa HaLLIAa K Te6e Aa3eMKy, 
B0Cn0Ab30BaBLUMCb TBOMM HyBCTBOM BMHbl M3-3a CMepTM BAaAMMMpa. M 
BCflHeCKM 3TO HyBCTBO KyAbTMBMpOBaAa. BOT OTCKDAa M BCe TBOM KOLUMapbl, C 
AKo6bi ero ynacTMeM. Ho He BOAHyMca, AapBa 6oAbine He 6yAeT Te6a "AOMTb". 
3aMA^ KO MHe B KOMHaTy, Tbi, CHMTaPi, OT Hee OHMCTMAaCb... 

TyT KMBKOM rOAOBbl OHa yKa3aAa Ha He6oAbLUOM AepeBflHHblM CTOAMK CTOfllUMM 
B yrAy, Ha KOTOpOM rOpAO KpaCOBaACfl CTapMHHbIM 6p0H30BblM nOACBeHHMK c 
HeCKOAbKMMM rOpfllUMMM apOMaTM3MpOBaHHblMM CBeHaMM. KpMCTMHa HaKOHeLJ, 
noHAAa, OTKyAa 3Aecb CTOAb Heo6biHHbiM 3anax, 3acTaBMBLUMM ee B3ApomyTb 
npM BxoAe. 

TeM BpeMeHeM, raAaAKa co6paAa pa3AO>KeHHbie nepeA HeM KapTbi m 
3aTflHyBLUMCb OHepeAHOM CMrapeTOM MHTyMTMBHO AaAa riOHUTb, HTO MX 
pa3roBop OKOHHeH m AeByiiiKe nopa yxoAMTb. OHa KaTeropMHecKM OTKa3aAacb 
npMHATb AeHbrM 3a raAaHMe, CKa3aB AMLUb, hto McnoAHMAa cbom AOAr. 
flocoBeTOBaB Ha npomaHMe hmkoto m HMHero He 6oflTbca, a TaK>Ke HayHMTbca 



CAyiuaTb cbom BHyTpeHHMM toaoc m TepneAMBo >KAaTb, oHa no3BaAa BHyKa m 
HaKa3aAa TOMy npOBOAMTb rOCTblO o6paTHO AO KaAMTKM. 

Aomom KpMCTMHa Ao6paAacb y>Ke 6AM>xe k noAyHOHM, o6eccnAeBLuafl 
<|)M3MHecKM, ho MopaAbHo noAHaa cma m peniMMOCTM 6opoTbc?i 3a caMy ce6fl. 
BnepBbie 3a nocAeAHMM Mecaij, OHa 3acHyAa cpa3y, eABa ee roAOBa KOCHyAacb 
nOAyLUKM. M HMKaKMX KOLLIMapHblX BMA6HMM B Ty HOHb OHa 6oAbllie He BMASAa, 


T AaBa 4. 

Pa3roBop b riapxe. 

ripocHyBLUMCb nocAe noAyAHfl, KpMCTMHa HaKOHeu,-TO nonyBCTBOBaAa ce 6 a 
no-HacTOflUJ,eMy BbicnaBLueMca m OTAoxHyBLueM. HaKonMBLueeca 3a nocAeAHMM 
MecflLi KOLUMapoB xpoHMHecKoe HeAOCbinaHMe, Ka3aAOCb, KaK pyKOM chaao. 
rioAOMA^ k HacTeHHOMy 3epxaAy b npMxowePi, AeBynixa c 6 oAbLUMM 
yAOBAeTBopeHkieM OTMeTMAa, hto 6 AeAHOCTb AMU,a m TeMHbie Kpym noA 
rAa3aMM, KOTopbie eme 6 yKBaAbHO BHepa 3acTaBAflAM MHomx npoxox<MX Ha 
yAMLie >KaAocTAMBO AOBMTb ee B3rA^A, noHTM MCHe3AM. Aa, OHa no-npe>KHeMy 
BbirAflAeAa MCxyAaBLueM m ocyHyBLueMca. Ho ePi oneHb xoTeAOCb BepMTb, hto 
nocAe BHepaiuHero pa3roBopa c ubiraHKOM, OHa y>K tohho iiomast Ha nonpaBKy. 
>KaAb TOAbKO, hto Tax m He y3HaAa ee MMeHM. Ta He conAa Hy>KHbiM 
npeACTaBMTbca. Ho Hkinero, KorAa-Hn 6 yAb, OHa o 6 fl 3 aTeAbHO HaHeceT ePi eme 
OAHH BM3MT. EAarO, HTO nOBTOpHO HBMTM ee AOM, He COCTaBMT 6 oAbi±ioro 
TpyAa. 

OaHO CMAbHO CMymaAO. Ta OTKpbITO AaAa nOHflTb, HTO KpMCTMHa >KMBeT 
B3aMMbl, 3a CHeT He npO>KMTblX AeT CBOeM MaTepM. Co CAOB TeTyLLIKM OHa 3HaAa, 
hto 6 biAa no3AHMM pe 6 eHKOM, nocAeAHeM Tax cxa3aTb nonbiTKOM m HaAex<AOM 
poAMTeAeM o 6 pecTM cnacTAMByto ceMeMHyio >KM3Hb. KorAa OHa poAMAacb, 
AioAMMAe y>xe 6 biAo 3a copoK. Em caMoPi b anpeAe CAeAyiomero roAa 
MCnOAHfleTCfl TpMAUaTb. McXOAfl M3 3TOrO, no CyTM, OCTaeTCfl >KMTb He OHeHb 
AOAro, ecAM, kohchho, He npMHUTb b AonymeHMe He 6 oAbLuyio BepoaTHOCTb 
Toro, hto MaMe M 3 HanaAbHo 6 biAa npeAnncaHa cyAb 6 a AOAro>KMTeAbHMi 4 bi. Ho 
Aax<e m b 3tom CAynae, nepcneKTMBa yPiTM b HeM3BecTHOCTb Ha noAOBMHe 
>KM3HeHHOTO nyTM BOBCe He rpeAa Ayujy. A Hao 6 opOT, OAHa TOAbKO MbICAb 06 
3tom, BbisbiBaAa b HeM BcnAecK BHyTpeHHero npoTecTa m OTHaaHMfl. 

Coh, npMCHMBLUMMCfi Ha CAeAytomyto HOHb, npMAaA eme 6 oAbine nepenoAOxa 
OTHOCMTeAbHO B03M0>KH0CTM CKOpOM CMepTM. KpMCTMHa OLLtyTMAa Ce 6 fl B 
TeMHOM 3aAe KMHOTeaTpa, rAe KpoMe Hee, noneMy-TO 6 oAbine hmkoto He 
OKa3aAOCb. OHa CMAeAa nepeA orpoMHOM axpaHOM, Ha kotopom yBMAeAa 
TpexMepHyto KapTMHKy, KaK M3 3D cjjMAbMa: no ujmpokom Aopore Me>KAy AByx 
noAePi LuepeHroPi LUAa He 6 oAbiuafl KOMnaHMfl moaoawx akdasm CTyAeHHecKoro 



B03pacTa. LUecrb mam ceMb neAOBeK, cyAfl no BceMy - Apy3ba, Mex<Ay co6om o 
neM-TO BeceAO m HenpMHy>KAeHHo 6oATaAM. Co3AaAOCb TaKoe BnenaTAeHMe, 
6yATO ohm B03BpamaAMCb aomom c HeKoro MeponpMfiTMfl. OHa He MorAa 
nOHflTb O HeM Te TOBOpMAM, XOTfl MHTyMTMBHO 0C03HaBaAa, HTO peHb pOAHafl, a 
AeMCTBMe npoMexoAMT rAe-TO Ha TeppMTopMM ee CTpaHbi. 

BApyr paKypc o63opa pe3KO M3MeHMAca, 3KpaH pa3AeAMAca Ha ABe 
r0pM30HTaAbHbie HaCTM M OHa yBMASAa Co6blTMe CAOBHO B cpe3e. ByAyHM B 
no3MLiMM CTopoHero Ha6AtoAaTeAfl, OHa MorAa BMAeTb to, hto npoMexoAMT HaA 
3eMAeM m noA 3eMAeM oAHOBpeMeHHO. Ha BepxHeM 3KpaHe no-npe>KHeMy 
"nOKa3blBaAM" MMpHO MAyLUytO MOAOAe>Kb, a BOT Ha HM>KHeM - KapTMHKa 
M3MeHMAaCb. KpMCTMHa C yAMBAeHMeM o6Hapy>KMAa, HTO M3 Ka>KAOrO napHfl M 
AeByniKM mcxoamt AAMHHan 6eAaa CKpyneHHaa AeHTa, noxoxafl Ha 
CBoeo6pa3Hyto "npy>KMHy", KOTopaa ApyrMM cbomm kohuom yxoAMAa rAy6oKO 
bhm3. M3BMBaacb hoao6ho 3Mee, Ta CAeAOBaAa CTporo 3a xo3amhom. 

- "A 3to eme hto TaKoe?!" - c abhnm oTBpameHMeM noAyMaAa OHa. 

MbICAb, HTO y Ka>KAOrO HeAOBeKa nOAo6HO AepeBy C KOpHflMM CKpbITbIMM B 
TOALue 3eMAM, MMeeTCfi CBoe npoAOA>t<eHMe b BMAe 6eAOM CKpyneHHOM AeHTbi, 
noKa3aAacb ePi AocTaTOHHO OTTaAKMBatomeM. 

B 3TOT CaMbIM MOMeHT, OHa HeOKMA^HHO 3aMeTMAa TO, HTO paHbllie npOXOAMAO 
mmmo ee co3HaHMfl. MAymaa b AeBOM KOHLie LuepeHrM, b OTAMHMe ot Bcex 
OCTaAbHbIX M3 KOMnaHMM, MMeAa OHeHb KOpOTKyiO "npy>KMHy", Ka3aAOCb eiue 
HeMHOrO, M Ta 3aKOHHMTCfl nOAHOCTbKD. BMAeTb nOAo6HOe 6blAO HenpMflTHO no 
OLuymeHMflM, KOTopbie, k CAOBy CKa3aTb, bo3hmkam M3 HeoTKyAa. BApyr ee a>K 
bckd nepeAepHyAO. 

- "OHa cKopo yMpeT!" - c ywacoM AoraAaAacb KpMCTMHa, - "llpyxKMHa - 3 to 
>KM 3Hb. M HeM AAMHHee - TeM >KM3Hb AOAbLLie. Ee CTaAa COBCeM KOpOTKOpi! Ho 
noneMy? rioneMy cyAb6a aaa Hee TaK HecnpaBeAAMBa?!" 

- Tbi CKopo yMpeiiib! Bepemcb! Te6e y>Ke MaAO ocTaAocb! - He OTAaBaa oTHeTa 
CBOMM AeMCTBMflM, B nOpblBe OTHaflHMfl, HTO eCTb CMA 3aKpMHaAa OHa. 

Ho Aax<e cbom toaoc ycAbiiuaTb He yAaAocb, Becb KpMK caobho yiueA b 
6e3B03AyLUHyto cpeAy. MoAOAewb, MAymaa Ha 3KpaHe, TO>Ke hmkomm o6pa30M 
Ha Hero He OTpearMpoBaAa. Bmccto 3Toro npocHyAacb caMa m c yAMBAeHMeM 
oco3HaAa, hto KpMnaAa to Ha caMOM AeAe. M cyAfl no BceMy - BecbMa rpoMKO. 
CKyAbl nOTOM eme AOArO 6oAeAM OT paCTflXKKM AMLieBbIX MblLULJ,. 

YmA^ BCKOpe nOCAe >KeHMTb6bl BAaAMMMpa C KOMnaHMM, B KOTOpOM COCTOflAaCb 
KaK cneuMaAMCT m nocAeAHMe Aea roAa >KMBymafl TOAbKO 3a cneT noApa6oTOK 



nepeBOAaMM, KpMCTMHa noAHOCTbio norpy3MAacb b Mkip oAMHonecTBa m 
TMLLiMHbi. A nocKOAbKy Bee ee noApyrM TaK mam MHane 6biAM CBfl3aHbi c 
npe>KHMM MeCTOM pa60Tbl, TO nOKMHyB ero, OHa <|>M3MHeCKM M AyiiieBHO 
ocTaAacb coBepmeHHo oAHa. Kpyr npe>KHero o6ui,eHMfl oneHb 6biCTpo 
pacnaAca, a HMHero HOBoro BMecTO Hero He cc]>opMMpoBaAocb. Ka3aAocb, hmkto 
6oAbLue He 3aMenaA npMBAeKaTeAbHyio MOAOAyto >KeHinMHy, oamhoko >KMBymyio 
B TMnMHHOM MH0T03Ta>KKe, CaMOrO o6blHHOrO CnaAbHOTO paMOHa OKpaMHbl 
CTOAMU,bi. >KM3Hb noTeKAa cbomm pa3MepeHHbiM HepeAOM, He npeABemaa 
HMHero nAoxoro, ho b to >xe BpeMfl - m HMHero xopomero. 

Pa3rOBOp C UbiraHKOM He BbIXOAMA M3 TOAOBbl eme M nOTOMy, hto 
nCMXOAOTMHeCKM, OHa BOBCe He 6blAa TOTOBa npMHflTb 6peMfl CTaTb BeAbMOM. 
y>K KeM KeM, a era, ao Hacroamero BpeMeHM, OHa ce6a tohho He OLuymaAa. 
Mynaacb OAHaKo Bee 6oAee B03pacTaiomMM MHTepecoM, KpMCTMHa peLUMAa 
CeCTb 3a KOMnbKDTep M nOMCKaTb B MHTepHeTe MHCj)OpMai4MKD no AaHHOM TeMe. 
Heo>KMAaHHO yBAeKAacb m HecKOAbKO BenepoB noTpaTMAa Ha HTeHMe 
BCeB03M0>KHblX MCTOpMHeCKMX AereHA M COBpeMeHHbIX TOpOACKMX 6blAMHeK, 
np^MO mam KOCBeHHO CBjmHHbix c c<J>epoM MMCTMHecKoro m napaHopMaAbHoro. 

Taioxe He o6oluam ctopohom ee BHMMaHMe 3HLiMKAoneAMHecKMe CTaTbM, 
cnei4MaAM3MpoBaHHbie caMTbi m <j>opyMbi, nocBameHHbie MaraM, raAaAKaM m 
KOAAyHaM. HHCj)OpMai4MM B CeTM HaXOAMAOCb Ha yAMBAeHMe MHOrO, BeCbMa 
pa3HoniepcTHOM, a 3anacTyKD - B3aMMHo npoTMBopeHMBOM. Ha nepBbix nopax 
HMTaBLuafl Bee noAp^A, b AaAbHeMLueM OHa cy3MAa cbom MHTepecbi, orpaHMHMB 
MX TeMaTMKOM BeAbMaHeCTBa, HO M TyT 6blCTpO 3aLUAa B TynMK. HeCMOTpfl Ha 
HaAMHMe noBepxHOCTHOM ocBeAOMAeHHOCTM, OHa hm Ha MOTy He oinyinaAa ce6a 
nOTeHLIMaAbHOM BeAbMOM. A TOT cj>aKT, HTO AGByLUKa ABAflAaCb nOCAeAHMM, 
CeAbMbIM M eAMHCTBeHHO Bbl>KMBLUMM pe6eHKOM B CeMbe, C paHHMX AeT 
BoenMTbiBaAacb He poAMTeAAMM, a 6e3AeTHOM TeTKOM m Bee Te peAKMe 
Myx<HMHbi BxoA^LMMe b ee >KM3Hb, AOAro He 3aAep>KMBaflCb c6eraAM ot Hee, 
pOBHbIM CHeTOM eLUe HM O HeM He TOBOpMA. 

Ha ABope TeM BpeMeHeM HacTaA nepMOA nocAeAHMX, OTHOCMTeAbHO TenAbix 
AHeM. BbiA no3AHMM OKTfl6pb. AMCTbfl c HaxAbix AepeBbeB, pociiiMX b CKBepax 
Me>KAy MpaHHbIMM M AaBHO M3>KMBLLIMMM CBOM BeK 6eTOHHblMM XpymeBKaMM, 
npaKTMHecKM Bee yx<e onaAM. KpMCTMHa He Ato6MAa cbom paPioH, HecMOTpa Ha 
TO, HTO npOXKMAa B HeM BCKD C03HaTeAbHyKD >KM3Hb. llo-npaBAe CKa3aTb BeCHOM, 
a oco6eHHo AeTOM, 3Aecb 6biAo HenAoxo. A bot oceHb m 3MMa pa30M 
npeBpamaAM Becb OKpy>t<aK>LUMM ee AaHALuacjxr b oAHy 6oAbi±iyio cepyio Maccy, 
HaBOA^Luyto TOCKy m oTHa^HMe. M Aa>Ke cePinac, 6yAynM B3pocAOM m 
caMOCTOATeAbHOM, OHa no-npe>KHeMy oinymaAa, hto o6cTaHOBKa Ha Hee asbmt. 
flpMHeM AaBMT He TOAbKO MOpaAbHO, HO KaK-6yATO M 4»M3MHeCKM... 



l""lo3TOMy, BCflKMM pa3 KorAa OHa McnbiTbiBaAa noTpe6HOCTb b nporyAKax Ha 
CBe>KeM B03Ayxe, OHa npeAnoHMTaAa cnycKaTbca b ropoACKOM napK, 
HaxoAfliUMMCfl b napy KBapTaAax ot ee 6eTOHKM. llapK 6biA AOCTaTOHHo 
6oAbLUMM m 3anymeHHbiM. Oh nAaBHO nepexoAHA b AeconocaAKy, KOTopaa, 
cjjaKTMHecKM, o3HanaAa y>Ke rpaHMuy ropoACKOM nepTbi. TaM 6biAo HecKOAbKO 
npOryAOHHbIX TpOnMHOK, no o6eMM CTOpOHaM KOTOpbIX CTOflAM 
CBe>KeBblKpai±ieHHbie CKaMeMKM. lloBCKDAy pOCAM KAeHbl M KaLLITaHbl C nOHTM 
noAHOCTbio onaBLuePi amctbom. OrpoMHoe KOAMHecTBo MOAOAbix MaMaiu c 
KOAflCKaivm m LuyMHbiMM MaAbiLuaMM coBepniaAM 3Aecb cbom nocAeo6eAeHHbie 
nporyAKM. Caobho nepeA HaABMraioLueMCfl xoaoahom CbipocTbio m 3aTfl>KHbiMM 
AO>KAflMM, Bee OHM nO-MaKCMMyMy XOTeAM M3BAe*Hb BblTOAy c nOCAeAHMX TenAbIX 
AHePi. 

KpMCTMHa Bbi6MpaAa ce6e caMyio OTAaAeHHyio CKaMeMKy, OTKyAa y>Ke He TaK 
CMAbHO 6blA CAblLLieH LLiyM M raM npOM3BOAMMblM BbiryAMBaeMOM MaAblUJHeM. 
BoBce He noTOMy, hto OHa npeAB3ATO OTHocMAacb k agtam. Hao6opoT. KaK m 
6oAbLUMHCTBO AlOAeM ee B03paCTa M nOAO>KeHMfl, OHa MeHTaAa O nOTOMCTBe. 
XoTeAa MMeTb 6oAbiuy(o m Apy>KHyto ceMbio, AK>6flinero m 3a6oTAMBoro My>Ka. 
OAHaKO MeHTaM BCKope cy>KAeHO 6biAO pa36MTbca o cypoBbie peaAMM >km3hm. 

O KaKMX AeTflx MorAa matm penb, ecAM My>KHMHbi, caMoe 6oAbiuee nepe3 
HecKOAbKO MecflLieB nocAe 3HaKOMCTBa, ot Hee 6yKBaAbHO c6eraAM? KpoMe 
Toro, b nocAeAHee BpeMfl b ee >km3hm np0M30LUA0 CTOAbKO Bcero CTpaHHoro m 
HenoHflTHoro, hto Tenepb CTaAO OTHioAb He ao MbiCAePi o ceMeMHOM cnacTbe. 

B caMOM ce6e 6bi pa3o6paTbca m to xopoiuo. 

yceBLUMCb Ha CKaMeMKy, OHa c HeKOM rpycrbio m TenAOTOM Ha 6 AK>AaAa KaK 
MOAOAbie m He oneHb >KeHi±i,MHbi, b oAMHOHKy m no napaM, npoxoA^T mmmo Hee 
C KOAflCKaMM, MMpHO BOpKyfl Me>KAy C 060 M O HeM-HM 6 yAb COBCeM y>K 
nycTAKOBOM. M ecAM eme napy AeT Ha3aA AeByniKa caMa CTpeMMAacb k 
noAo 6 HOMy, to cennac ePi Bee 6 oAbLue m 6 oAbi±ie HanMHaAO Ka3aTbca, hto 
Me>KAy Hen m mmm B03HMKAa HeBMAMMaa, ho npoHHaa CTeHa, KOTopyio, npn BceM 
>KeAaHMM, yBbi, y>Ke He pa36MTb... 

riocMASB TaK HeKOTopoe Bpeivm, co3epu,afl nporyAMBaioLUMXCfl p^aom MaMaiu, 
BApyr c y>KacoM oco3HaAa, hto 6oAbiue He xoneT 6biTb TaKOM KaK ohm. B 
oAHonacbe, Bee ee mncam m weAaHMfl caobho noMeHAAMCb Ha 
npOTMBOnOAO>KHbie. ByATO KTO-TO CBbILUe no MaHOBeHMIO BOALUe6HOM naAOHKM 
pa3!.. M OTKAKDHMA B HeM MaTepMHCKMM MHCTMHKT. Aa>Ke MCnblTaAa HyBCTBO 
CMAbHoro o6AerneHMfl ot Toro, hto ao HacToamero MOMeHTa AeTbMM TaK m He 
o63aBeAaCb. ripMCAyLLJMBaflCb K CBOMM BHyTpeHHMM OLU,yL4eHMflM M Bee eLUe 
yAMBAflflCb CTOAb pe3KOM CMeHe HacrpoeHMfl, OHa c Ka>KAOM npoiueALueM 
MMHyTOM BCe 6oAbLUe M 6oAbLUe yKpenAflAaCb B CBOeM He>KeAaHMM CTaHOBMTbCfl 
MaTepbio. 



- HaBepHoe, Bbi oneHb co>KaAeeTe, hto y Bac HeT AeTeM? 

OTKyAa-TO CAeBa pa3AaAca CTapnecKM-CKpMnyHMM toaoc. B3ApomyB ot 
HeO>KMAaHHOCTM, KpMCTMHa MOMeHTaAbHO IIOBepHyAa TOAOBy B Ty CTOpOHy. 
OHa roTOBa 6biAa noKAACTbca, hto caAMAacb Ha a6coAioTHo nycTyio CKaMeMKy. 
Ho Tenepb p^aom c Hen CMAeAa MaAeHbKaa CMopmeHHaa CTapyujKa, AeT noA 
BoceMbAecflT, He MeHbine. Ha Hen 6nao HaAeTO CTapoMOAHoe TeMHO-cepoe 
cyKOHHoe naAbTO, Ha Horax KpacoBaAMCb KopMHHeBbie, noTpenaHHbie 
noAy6oTMHKM M3 3aMiua, a roAOBy yKpawaA nepHbiPi TpaypHbiM nAaTOK, 
nOAHOCTbKD npMKpbIBaiOLUMM eM BCe BOAOCbl M Ao6. AerKOe M CMyTHOe HyBCTBO 
TpeBorM oxBaTMAO AGByi±iKy. Bo3hmkao HenpeoAOAMMoe omymeHMe, hto OHa 
ee yx<e BMASAa. Ho rAe m npn KaKMX o6croflTeAbCTBax, yBbi, He noMHMAa 
coBepmeHHo. 

- "Hey>KeAM n TaK CMAbHO norpy3MAacb b mncam, hto Aa>Ke He 3aMeTMAa 
npMxoAa 3tom CTapyineHLiMM?" - c abhom HenpMfl3Hbio b Aywe noAyMaAa 
KpMCTMHa. Ho BCAyx, KOHeHHO >Ke, npoM3HecAa coBepiueHHO MHoe: 

- HeT, hto Bbi! ToHHee Aa... y MeHU HeT AeTeM m a... bo3mo>kho, a xoTeAa 6bi... 
XoTfl, necTHO roBopa, a y>Ke He 3Haio, cowaAeio mam HeT... 

- He co>KaAeMTe, - npocKpMneAa CTapyxa, - m6o AaAeKO He BcerAa m He bo 
BCeX AeTflX eCTb CBOM CMbICA. 

- Aa hto Bbi roBopMTe? - c HenpMflTMeM b roAoce B03pa3MAa OHa. - ]/ MeHfl mx 
H eT M He 6blAO, M B03M0>KH0, yHMTbIBafl XM... o6CTOflTeAbCTBa, HMKOTAa M He 
6yAeT, ho Bee >Ke MHe KaweTca, hto po>KAeHMe pe6eHKa - 3 to Ayniuee, hto 
MO>K eT KOrAa-AM6o np0M30MTM C >KeHLUMHOkl! 

- Hy, nOAOXKMM, 3TO AMLLIb MblLUAeHMe o6blBaTeAfl. MaAO Toro, 6 bl Aax<e 
CKa3aAa, hto 3to MblLUAeHMe HeAaAeKOM caMKM!.. - KaTeropMHHO B03pa3MAa Ta. 

- riocAyniaMTe! - AeByuiKa y>Ke HanaAa pacKaMBaTbca, hto noAAepwaAa CTOAb 
CTpaHHbIM AHaAOT C OnpeAeAeHHO M3 yMa BbDKMBLUMM HeAOBeKOM. TyT 
HeO>KMAaHHO B ee C03HaHMM BCnAblA COBeT LlbiraHKM, AaHHbIM eM Ha npomaHMe, 
a MMeHHo: HayHMTbca CAyniaTb m >KAaTb. M OHa Bee >Ke peLUMAa nocMOTpeTb, 
hto 6yAeT AaAbine, asb CTapyxe CBoero poAa niaHC pea6MAMTMpoBaTbca b ee 
TAa3aX M pa3BMTb CBOKD MbICAb AO KOHUa. 

- XopOLUO, a Bbi MO>KeTe o6bflCHMTb, HTO Bbi MMeAM B BMAy nOA MblLUAeHMeM 
o6blBaTeAfl M... XM... HeAaAeKOM caMKM? - C AerKMM OTTeHKOM M3AeBKM, HO B TO 
>Ke BpeMfl M AOCTaTOHHO Be>KAMBO CnpOCMAa OHa. 

- A to, Aoporaa moa, hto o6biBaTeAM >KMByT He CBoeM cyAb6oM. M ohm 
HMK orAa 3apaHee He 3HaioT, koto Ha caMOM AeAe npMBOAflT b 3Ty >KM3Hb, 
6e3AyMHo nAOA^cb m pa3MHO>KaflCb. Ho mm BeAb TaK 3anoBeAaHo CBbiiue: 



nAOAMTbCfl m pa3MHo>KaTbCfl! M pa3Be ft He npaBa? - CTpaHHO yAbi6HyAacb 
CTapyxa. 

- ripocTMTe, ft Bac He coBceM noHMMaio. 06bacHMTe. 

- HtO >K, MMAOHKa, M3BOAb! - yXMblAbHyAaCb Ta, - A6cOAtOTHOe 6oAbl±IMHCTBO 
AKDAen Ha 3eMAe, Aa 6yAeT Te6e M3Becmo, npo>KMBaK>T BOBce He cbokd >KM3Hb. 
TOHHee TO, HTO OHM CHMTatOT CBOeM >KM3HbK), etO KaK TaKOBOM He flBAfleTCfl 
BOBce. Ohm ciiat m bma^t ee 6yATO bo CHe. M xota MHorMe npMxoAflT b 3tot 
MM p 3pflHMMM, 3TM >Ke MHOrMe OHeHb 6blCTpO 3AeCb BCe 3a6blBatOT m 3acbinaioT. 
>KMByT cnaiuMMM, cn{UJj,MMM OTCtoAa m yxoA^T. Te6e KorAa-HM6yAb 
npMxoAMAOCb 3aAyMbiBaTbca HaA TeM, HacKOAbKO npeACKa3yeMO b o6ihmx 
nepTax cymecTBOBaHMe caMoro o6bNHoro neAOBeKa? Bot oh AKo6bi poAMAca, 
nOB3pOCAeA, OTCAy>KMA B apMMM e>KeAM My>KHMHa, OTyHMACfl, aAb cpa3y pa60TaTb 
KyAa nonieA, >KeHMAcn, CASAaA npMnAOA, BbipacTMA ero, caM cocTapMAca m ... 
yMep. M hto? 

-A hto Bbi npeAAaraeTe? - ocTopo>KHo BCTaBMAa KpMCTMHa. OHa Bee eme He 
peujMAa aaa ce6ft, KaKoe MHeHMe eM ctomt ccjjopMMpoBaTb HacneT CTOAb 
He0AH03HaHH0M OnnOHeHTKM. 

- Hto ft npeAAaraio? CMOTpa KOMy... - 3araAOHHo napnpoBaAa CTapyxa. - 9 \ 
AMLUb XOHy CKa3aTb, HTO AGTM HaCTO MrpatOT pOAb AOByiiieK Ha >KM3HeHHOM 
nyTM. Ho hto noAeAaTb, ecAM neAOBeKy o6biBaTeAbCKoro TOAKa CBbime 
npeAnncaHO ocraBAATb iiotomctbo m 3anacTyio - 3 to eAMHCTBeHHoe, hto oh 
MO>K eT nocAe ce6 ft ocTaBMTb. TaKoe >Ke, KCTaTM, HMKHeMHoe, KaK m oh caM... 

KpMCTMHe oneHb He noHpaBMAca toh cero pa3roBopa, ho hto-to BHyTpM Hee 
noneMy-TO noTpe6oBaAo ero npoAOAweHMfl. Em TpyAHO 6biAo corAacMTbca c 
CTOAb MaprMHaAbHOM M 6e3aneAAfll4MOHHOM TOHKOM 3peHMfl. OAHaKO B TAy6MHe 
AyiiiM, OHa 6biAa noHTM roTOBa npM3HaTb, hto b pe3KMx CTapymenbMx cAOBax 
Bee >Ke npMcyTCTBOBaAa cboa cepMJDKHaa npaBAa. 

- HeAOBeK, ecAM kohchho oh HacToymj,MM neAOBeK, a He >KaAKaa napoAMfl Ha 
Hero, - npoAOA>KMAa Ta, - paHO mam no3AHO HanMHaeT oco3HaBaTb nycTOTy, hto 
6yKBaAbHO npoHM3biBaeT ero Ha Ka>KAOM Luary. Oh HanMHaeT noHMMaTb, hto 
M aTepnaAbHbie 6Aara m nponne MHAyAbreHUMM, 3a KOTopbiMM oh, KaK 
cyMaciiieALUMM, roHMTca 6oAbi±iyio nacTb CBoeM >km3hm - tohho TaKMe >Ke 
AOByniKM, npM3BaHHbie pacTpaTMTb AMHHoe BpeMfl m eme 6oAbine ynpjiTaTb ero 
ot caMoro ce6ft. Ot ce6 ft HacToamero. 3acTaBMTb ero npoAOA>KaTb cnaTb m 

BMAGTb CAaAKMM COH. HaCTOflLUMM HeAOBeK B KOHUe KOHUOB IIOMMeT, HTO 
MCTMHHan UeAb nOTOMCTBa - CAeAaTb ero CAa6blM, CnaLUMM M 3aBMCMMblM. A 
3HanMT - npeACKa3yeMbiM. Ho mhotas, b oneHb peAKMX CAynaax, Bee 
CKAaAbIBaeTCfl COBepmeHHO MHbIM, npOTMBOnOAO>KHblM o6pa30M. Po>KAeHMe 
pe6eHKa MO>KeT 6blTb M HaCTOflLMHM CMbICAOM CymeCTBOBaHMfl. flpM yCAOBMM, 



KOHeHHO, HTO TOT, B OTAMHMe OT CBOMX nyCTbIX pOAMTeAeM, AeMCTBMTeAbHO 
npeACTaBAfleT aaa >km3hm HeHTO Ba>KHoe m ueHHoe... 

- A KaK y3HaTb B HeM CMbICA >KM3HM? 

- Ha 3TOT Bonpoc Tbl CaMa AOA>KHa HaMTM OTBeT, ASTOHKa. 

- Ho Koe-HTO a Mory CKa3aTb Te6e y>Ke np^MO cei/inac. - HeMHoro noMOAnaB 
Ao6aBMAa OHa. - Te6e He ctomt nenaAMTbOi no noBOAy OTcyTCTBMfl y Te6a 
AeTePi. rioBepb MHe, CTapoPi weHLitMHe, ecAM ohm He 3aBeAMCb ao cmx nop, 
3Ha*HMT B 3TOM eCTb CBOM OnpeAeAeHHblM 3aMblCeA, KOTOpbIM n03>Ke, B03M0>KH0, 
OTKpoeTca TBoeMy noHMMaHMK). Mam He OTKpoeTcn. 3aBMCMT ot Te6a. Xora, 
hto-to MHe noACKa3biBaeT, hto y Te6a Bee >Ke 6yAeT pe6eHOK. M 3to 6yAeT 
AeBOHKa... 

- M eme, 3anoMHM. KoAMHecTBO o6bNHO nAoxo BAMneT Ha KanecTBO. 

Oco6eHHo npMHMMaa b pacneT to, hto b nocAeAHMM AecaTMAeTMfl AaAeKO He 
Bcex pOAMBLUMXCfl Ha 3eMAe AlOAbMM TO Ha3BaTb MO>KHO, He TOBOpfl y>Ke o 
npOHMX HeAKDAflX... 

KpMCTMHa xoTeAa 6biAo paccnpocMTb CTapyxy, hto Ta MMeAa b BMAy, ynoMMHaa 
o "npoHMX HeAtoA^x", KaK BApyr ee BHMMaHMe otback pa3AaBiuMMCfl cnpaBa peB 
nAanymero pe6eHKa. Pe3KO pa3BepHyBLUMCb BceM KopnycoM Ha 3tot nAan, b 
HecKOAbKMX MeTpax ot ce6a OHa yBMASAa MaAbiiua Aeyx-Tpex AeT, Aewamero 
nAacTOM Ha Aopo>KKe. CyAfl no BceMy, napy ceKyHA Ha3aA oh cnoTKHyBLUMCb 
ynaA m Tenepb mctoluho opaA. MAymaa c3aAM MaMama, TOTnac ocTaBMB KOAflCKy 
m noACKOHMB k HeMy, npMHAAacb noAHMMaTb ero Ha Horn m OTpaxMBaTb eMy 
KOAeHKM. yAOCTOBepMBLUMCb BM3yaAbHO, HTO C MaAblLLIOM BCe B nOp^AKe, 
KpMCTMHa noBepHyAacb k CBoeM co6eceAHMLie m... o6oMAeAa. Paaom c HePi y>Ke 
HMKOTO He 6blAO. 

BcTaTb m yMTM 3a HecKOAbKo ceKyHA Ta 6bi He CMorAa. KaKMe-AM6o 
rycTopacTymMe KycTbi no6AM3ocTM TaK>Ke He Ha6AtoAaAMCb. OHa onpeAeAeHHO 
MCHe3Aa CTOAb HeO>KMAaHHO, KaK B CBOe BpeMfl M nOflBMAaCb. 

- M3BMHMTe! Bbl He BMAeAM TyT TOAbKO HTO CTapyuiKM b cepoM naAbTO M 
nepHOM nAaTKe Ha roAOBe? He 3aMeTMAM KyAa OHa yLUAa? - Ha bcakmm CAynaPi 
peiuMAa cnpocMTb y MaMbi ynaBiuero pe6eHKa. 

Ho Ta AMLUb HeonpeAeAeHHO XMbiKHyB, oAapMAa ee b OTBeT 
6eCCMblCAeHHO-HenOHMMatOLJ4MM B3TAflAOM. 

CMepKaAocb m 3aMeTHo noxoAOAaAo. OHa noe>KMAacb m Ha npomaHMe 
pacTepflHHbiM B3rAflAOM orAAAeAa MecTO, rAe, OKa3biBaeTca, He3aMeTHO aaa 
ce6a npocMAeAa 6mtwx Aea naca. C rpycTbio B3AoxHyB, BCTaAa m MeAAeHHO 
no6peAa aomom. >KeAyAOK roAOAHbiM ypnaHMeM yAanHO HanoMHMA o 



noA>KMAaK>LueM ee b KBapTMpe nycTOM xoAOAMAbHMKe. TorAa OHa peuiMAa 
3aCKOHMTb B 6AM>KaMIUMM CynepMapKeT. HeO>KMAaHHO ePi BHOBb 3aXOTeAOCb 
noBMAaTbca c ubiraHKoPi, c KOTopoPi AKo6bi CAynaPiHO noBCTpenaAacb y BxoAa b 
Mara3MH, hto a>K cepAue 6emeHO 3aKOAOTMAOCb ot BOAHeHMfl. Ho TyT 
noneMy-TO MHTyMTMBHO nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto 6oAbine ee He BCTpeTMT. HkirAe m 
HHKOTA a. M K COKaAeHWO, B ASAbHePlLUeM BCe TaK M BblUJAO. 

3aTO nyTb no3>xe ee okmasa caMbiPi HacToamMpi oopnpn3. EABa nepecrynMAa 
nopor TeMHoro noAbe3Aa, KaK cpa3y ycAbimaAa TOHeHbKoe m npoTfl>KHoe 
MflyKaHbe. rioAHABLiiMCb c naKeTaMM Ha TpeTMpi 3Ta>K HeTbipex3Ta>KHoPi 
xpymeBKM, npyiMO Ha KOBpMKe nepeA bxoahom ABepbio CBoePi KBapTMpbi OHa 
yBMAeAa MaAeHbKMpi nepHbiPi KOMoneK. KoTeHOK, abho 6e3AOMHbiPi, 6biA oneHb 
xyAeHbKMM m nAeiuMBbiM. Ha bma eMy eABa McnoAHMAocb Mecflu,a TpM. Becb 
Apox<aA m b o6meM-TO npon3BOAHA BecbMa >KaAKoe BnenaTAeHMe. Ho oh 
yMyApflAca CMOTpeTb ePi npaMO b rAa3a m Tpe6oBaTeAbHO MayKaTb. Moa, B03bMM 
MeHfl k ce6e! 

- HyAecHo! - c rpycTbio m onpeAeAeHHoPi AOAePi capKa3Ma ycMexHyAacb 
KpMCTMHa. -Tenepb k noAHOMy Ha6opy KAaccMHecKOM BeAbMbi MHe ocTaAOCb 
pa3Be hto MeTAoPi Aa nepHoPi uiAanoPi pa3>KMTbca... 


TAaBa 5. 

MHkfUkiaukm. 

riocAe noflBAeHMfl b KBapTMpe nepHoro 6e3AOMHoro KOTeHKa, >KM3Hb AeByuiKM 
MeAAeHHO, HO BepHO HanaAa MeHflTbCfl. M MeHflTbCfl BeCbMa CTpaHHbIM 
o6pa30M. BHeLUHe, OAHaKO, Bee BbirAflAeAo noHTM no-npe>KHeMy. 

BHMMaTeAbHblPl HeAOBeK, MMePl OH B03M0>KH0CTb nOHa6AKDAaTb 3a HePl CO 
CTopoHbi, HaBepH^Ka oxapaKTepn30BaA 6bi ee cymecTBOBaHMe 3aMKHyTbiM m 
3aypaAHbiM MkipKOM oahhokoPi >KeHLitMHbi. CKopee Bcero noTOMy, hto AeHb 3a 
AHeM Bee ee 6yAHMHHbie 3a6oTbi npoxoAMAM oAHOo6pa3HO m MaAOMHTepecHO. 
B cyTKM peryA^pHO m b o6*i3aTeAbHOM nop^AKe OHa CTapaAacb BbiAeAflTb no 
MeHbLuePi Mepe BOceMb nacoB Ha noApa6oTKy nepeBOAaMM - toaoa, KaK 
roBopMTca, He TeTKa. Okoao naca yxoAHAo Ha npnroTOBAeHne AerKOPi nmuki m 
eme noAnaca Ha y6opKy KpomenHoPi KBapTMpKM. Hy m nacMK-ApyroPi TpaTMAca 
Ha peryA^pHbie BenepHMe nporyAKM nepeA chom no 3aMep3LueMy m noHTM y>Ke 
6e3AtoAHOMy napKy. M TaK Ka>KAbiPi AeHb. BHeLUHe Bee BbirA^AeAo oAMHaKOBO m 
LU a6AOHHO, XOTfl KaKMe M3MeHeHMfl npOMCXOAHAM B 3TO BpeMfl B AyLUe CaMOpI 
KpMCTMHbl, 3TOTO, KOHeHHO, M3BHe 0AH03HaHH0 HMKTO He CMOr 6bl HM 
3aMeTMTb, hm npeAyraAaTb. 


AeByLUKy, KCTaTM, BOBce He CMymaAO noAHoe OTcyTCTBMe AioAePi b napKe KorAa 



OHa TaM ryAAAa. KaK BnponeM m to, hto oneHb paHO HanmnaAO TeMHeTb. 
Hao6opoT, TeMHOTa m 6e3AK>AHOCTb noMoraAM en npMBOAHTb pa3yM b 
cocTOAHMe noAHOM ynopaAOHeHHOCTM m noKOfl. MHorAa, o6biHHO CMAfl Ha 
AaBOHKe BAOAb AOpO>KKM, OHa 3KCnepMMeHTMpOBaAa CO CBOMM C03HaHMeM. CyTb 
OnbITOB 3aKAtOHaAaCb B TOM, HTo6bl nOAHOCTbKD paCCAa6MBLUMCb M CAMBLUMCb C 
tmlumhom Aeca, nocTeneHHO OTKAtonaTb Bee HeHy>KHbie, co3AaKDLU,ne b roAOBe 
6eCCMblCAeHHblM LUyMOBOM c{)OH, MbICAM. BblCB 060 AHB peCypCbl M03ra OT 
noBceAHeBHOM cyeTbi, MeHTaAbHoro xAaMa m nponero HeraTMBa, OHa HayHMAacb 
norpyx<aTb ce6a b a6coAtoTHoe 6Aa>KeHCTBO m cnoKOMCTBMe. 

Ka3aAocb, caM napK HaynMA KpMCTMHy paccAa 6 AflTbca noAo 6 HbiM o6pa30M: 
OTAbIXaTb M MeAHTMpOBaTb AyLUOM M TeAOM. M COBepLUeHHO He HyBCTBOBaTb 
npM 3TOM HM XOAOAa, HM npOHerO AHCKOMCj)OpTa 3MMHeM nOrOAbl. rioCMAGB TaK 
nacMK-noATopa, OHa B03BpamaAacb aomom. Hto xapaKTepHO, hmkto m HMKorAa 
M3 nOCTOpOHHMX AS>Ke He nbITaACfl npMHMHMTb epi B TeMHOTe KaKOM-AM 6 o BpeA- 
Ee paMOH He CHMTaAca KpMMMHaAbHbiM, TeM He MeHee, nocAe HacTyriAeHMfl 
TeMHOTbl 6 oAbLUMHCTBO MeCTHbIX >KMTeAeM, B OCo 6 eHHOCTM 3MMOM, 
npeAnOHMTaAO He BblAe3aTb M3 KBapTMp, yTKHyBLUMCb HOCOM B BKpaHbl 
TeAeBM3opoB. B nacTHOCTM, to KacaAOCb npe>KAe Bcero CAa 6 oro noAa. Kto kto, 
a OHM BpflA am 3aXOTeAM 6 bl 6e3 OC 060 M Hy>KAbl BbIXOAMTb Ha yAMU,y B TeMHOe 
BpeMfl cyTOK. He roBopa y>Ke o tom, HTo 6 bi xoAMTb Ha nporyAKM b 6 e 3 AK>AHbiM 
napK nepeA chom. MaAo am hto, 3 aneM pMCKOBaTb? A KpMCTMHa xoamab. M 
HMnero nAoxoro c HeM He CAynaAOCb. 

OTKyAa-TO b Aywe no^BMAacb TBepAaa yBepeHHOCTb, hto HMnero nAoxoro c 
HeM m BnpeAb HMKorAa He CAyHMTcn. BeAb Aa>Ke HOHbio, KorAa OHa 
B03BpaLuaAacb aomom maa no noAyocBemeHbiM yAMU,aM, HaBCTpeny ePi 
nonaAaAMCb akdam, ho eABa 3aBMA6B ee, ohm, noneMy-TO, caMM npeAnoHMTaAM 
nepexoAMTb nepe3 Aopory Ha npoTMBonoAO>KHyio CTopoHy. Caobho mx hto-to 
nyraAO M 3aCTaBAflAO npeAyCMOTpMTeAbHO o 6 xOAMTb CTOpOHOM 
noTeHLiMaAbHyio onacHOCTb. noHanaAy CTOAb Heo 6 biHHoe noBeAeHMe 
CAynaMHbix BCTpeHHbix Bbi3biBaAO AMLLib HyBCTBO ocTporo HeAOyMeHMfl, CO 
BpeMeHeM OHa k HeMy npMBbiKAa m CTaAa BocnpMHMMaTb KaK HeHTO, caMO co 6 om 
pa3yMeKDineecfl. 

3aTO HOHHan >KM3Hb, B OTAMHMe OT MOHOTOHHOCTM AHeBHOM, M3MeHMAaCb 
KapAMHaAbHo m necTpMAa BceM cbomm pa3Hoo6pa3MeM. Em ctbam CHMTbca Ha 
yAMBAeHMe MpaHHbie m npeAeAbHO peaAMCTMHHbie CHbi. 3acbinajq, 6 yAyHM b 
noAy6ecco3HaTeAbHOM coctoahmm, ePi nacTeHbKO Ka3aAocb, hto ee KpoBaTb hm 
c Toro hm c cero HanMHaeT MeAKO BM 6 pMpoBaTb. 3aTeM ee aho c TpecKOM 
npOAaMbIBaAOCb M KpMCTMHa nOA Tfl>KeCTbK) Co 6 CTBeHHOrO TeAa, C KpMKOM 
noAHbiM y>Kaca m naHMKM, CTpeMMTeAbHO naAaAa KyAa-TO bhm3. Co3AaBaAOCb 
noAHoe BnenaTAeHMe, 6 yATO np^MO noA Hen pacKpbiBaAca lumpokmm m TeMHbiM 



TyHHeAb, no KOTopoMy OHa noAo6HO akd6mmom CKa30HH0M repoMHe ASTCTBa - 
AAkice M3 CTpaHbi HyAec - AeTeAa b cbo6oahom naAeHMM. 

AeByujKa HMKorAa He noMHMAa MOMeHT npM3eMAeHMfl, ho bcakmm pa3 npMAfl b 
co3HaHMe, OHa o6Hapy>KMBaAa ce6a b TaMHCTBeHHOM m Heo6bNHOM MecTe. TaM, 
KaK npaBMAO, en BbinaAaAa poAb naccMBHoro Ha6AioAaTeAfl. ripMxoAMAOCb 6biTb 
HeBMAMMbiM CBMAeTeAeM HeKoro AeMCTBMfl c ynacTMeM Mecmbix nepcoHaweM. 
HeBMAMMbiM npe>KAe Bcero noTOMy, hto hmkto ee He 3aMenaA, Aawe ecAM m 
nonaAaAa b caMyio rymy co6biTMM. 

A eme y Hee noaBMAca "Apyr-npoBOAHMK", KOTopbiM npoflBAAA ce6a b bmag 
CMA bHoro My>KCKoro roAoca, OTHeTAMBO 3BynaLuero b ee roAOBe. Oh AaBaA 
noACKa3KM mam OTBenaA Ha HeKOTopbie ee Bonpocbi. BnepBbie AaHHbiM 
cj>eHOMeH asa o ce6e 3HaTb ei±i,e ao Toro CTpaHHoro pa3roBopa co CTapyxoPi b 
napKe, ho TorAa OHa He npMAaAa eMy oco6oro 3HaneHMfl. CBfl3aAa Bee c MrpoM 
co6cTBeHHoro BOo6pa>KeHMfl. OAHaKO b AaAbHeMLueM, toaoc b roAOBe CTaA 
3BynaTb Bee name m name, a OTBeTbi AaeaeMbie mm CTaHOBMAMCb Bee 
npo3aMHHee m AocTynHee aaa noHMMaHMfl. HcnyraBiuMCb ero noHanaAy, OHa 
6biAo noAyMaAa, hto MeAAeHHO cxoamt c yMa. Ho noTOM ycnoKOMBLUMCb m 
paccyAMB pauMOHaAbHO, CTaAa BoenpMHMMaTb ero coBeTbi KaK HeKyio MMAOCTb, 
OKa3biBaeMyKD ePi CBbinie. 

B oAHy M3 HonePi "ynaB c KpoBaTM 1 ' b onepeAHOM pa3, KpMCTMHa oco3HaAa ce6a 
CToaineM nocpeAM orpoMHoro m nycTbiHHoro noAfl. Oho 6biAo yTbiKaHO 
MHO>KeCTBOM Abip yXOA^LiJ,MMM BTAy6b 3eMAM, M3 KOTOpbIX, Ha yAMBAeHMe, 
ryCTbIMM M HenpepbIBHbIMM nOTOKaMM BaAMA MaCAflHMCTO-HepHbIM AbIM C 
o6MAbHOM KOnOTbKD M rapbKD. CaMa MeCTHOCTb Ka3aAaCb 6eCKOHeHHO yHblAOM M 
nOAHOCTblO AMLiieHHOM KaKMX-AM6o aTpM6yTOB 3eMHOM paCTMTeAbHOCTM. 
HcKAtoneHMeM, no>KaAyM, 6biAo AMLUb >KaAKoe noAo6Me naxAoro Mxa, MeAKO 
CTeAKDLuerocfl no3eMKOM no 3eMAe. 

Bo3Ayx Ka3aAca cepbiM m HecKOAbKo ynAOTHeHHbiM no OLuymeHMflM. Oh BOBce 
He HanOMMHaA TyMaH, nOCKOAbKy BMAMMOCTb 6blAa AOCTaTOHHO XOpOLLiafl. TeM 
He MeHee, a6coAK>THo Be3Ae uapMAa oAMHaKOBaa cepocTb 6biTMfl m mmchho OHa 
3aCTaBAflAa KpaPi nOAfl Ha r0pM30HTe CAMBaTbCfl C CKyHHbIM CBMHUOBbIM He6oM B 
eAMHyra 6e3AMKyio Maccy. Ha nepBbiM B3rAflA Bee BOKpyr BbirA^AeAo 
COBepilieHHO 6e3AKDAHblM. EAMHCTBeHHOe, HTO KOCBeHHO MOTAO HaMeKaTb Ha 
B03M0>KH0e npMCyTCTBMe npM3HaKOB >KM3HM, KaK HM CTpaHHO, 6blA 3AOBeLUMM 
HepHbIM AbIM, MCXOA^LUMM M3 3eMAflHblX Abip. 

- 'TAe 3to a?" - TOAbKo m ycneAa noAyMaTb AeByuiKa. 

- Tbl B OAHOM M3 CeKTOpOB MMpa CKpMBHyC - TOTH3C 3a3ByHaA B TOAOBe 
OTHeTAMBbIM TOAOC "npOBOAHMKa". 


- CKpMBHyC? Ho HTO 3TO 3a MMp? M 3aHeM 3AeCb? - OLUapaLUeHHafl 



yCAblLJjaHHbIM CnpOCMAa OHa. 

- B 3tom ceKTope coAep>KaTCfl Te, kto BOAeto co6cTBeHHoro HeBe>KecTBa 
npe>KAeBpeMeHHO o6opBaA cbom >KM3HeHHbiM nyTb nocpeACTBOM oma. Mm 
A aeTCfl BpeMfl, HT06bl 0C03HaTb Tfl>KeCTb COAeflHHOrO M MCKyriMTb BMHy Hepe3 
cooTBeTCTBytoLuee crpaAaHMe. 

- Ho noneMy a HMKoro He BM>Ky? — yAMBMAacb KpMCTMHa. 

- BceMy CBOe BpeMfl. He CTOMT TOpOnMTb Co6blTMfl. - CnOKOMHO OTBeTMA tot. 

KaK m b CTapoM CHe npo 6eAbie "npywMHbi", OHa BApyr BHe3armo 
nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto Tenepb MO>KeT BMAeTb He TOAbKO to, hto npoMexoAMT Ha 
nOBepXHOCTM 3eMAM, HO TaiOKe M TO, HTO CKpbITO B ee TOALUe. CHOBa BnoAHe 
flCHo omyTMAa co6cTBeHHoe npMcyTCTBkie cpa3y b AByx MecTax: Ha caMOM noAe 
m caobho b mhom, napaAAeAbHOM peaAbHOCTM, OTKyAa ee BTopoe "fl" co3epuaAo 
MecTHOCTb KaK Ha orpoMHOM 3D 3KpaHe. A npoMCxoA^mee b caMOM 3eMAe 
6biAo 3HannTeAbHO MHTepecHee Toro, hto HaxoAHAOCb Ha ee nycTbiHHOM 
nOBepXHOCTM. 

KpMCTMHa CMOrAa HaKOHeLJ, 0C03HaTb MCTOHHMK HepHOrO AbIMa. n P M B3rAflAe 
"co CTopoHbi", AeByniKa yBMAeAa, hto Ka>KAaa Abipa Ha caMOM AeAe 6biAa 
CBoeo6pa3HbiM bxoaom b nemepy, hto-to no TMny He6oAbLUOM 3eMAflHKM. M b 
Ka>KAOM M3 TaKMX 3eMAflHOK HaxoAMAacb CBOfl rpynna akdasm, cocToamafl M3 
HeCKOAbKMX HeAOBeK. rioHeMy-TO Bee MCKAKDHMTeAbHO My>KHMHbl, pa3HOrO, 
npaBAa y>Ke AocTaTOHHO B3pocAoro B03pacra. AeTeM m noApocTKOB cpeAM hmx 
OHa He o6Hapy>KMAa. 

OAe>KAa mx 6biAa KpaPme M3HomeHa m M30ApaHa b KAOHbfl. \lo cyTM, ohm 
npeACTaAM nepeA ee B3opoM nyTb am He noAyroAbiMM m k TOMy >Ke - ao 
npeAeAa MCTOIHeHblMM (|>M3MHeCKM. Mx AMU,a M pyKM 6blAM OCHOBaTeAbHO 
BbiMa3aHbi b ca>Ke, a b rAa3ax AerKO HMTaAacb 6ecnpocBeTHaa TOCKa ot nyBCTBa 
nOAHOM 6e3blCXOAHOCTM. Ho HaCTOflLMMM LUOKOM OKa3aAOCb TO, HeM 
3aHMMaAMCb BCe 3TM AKDAM. M 0C03HaHMe pOAa MX AeflTeAbHOCTM AO TAy6MHbl 
AyuiM nopa3MAo ee cbomm a6cypAOM. 

Ohm CMAeAM Ha KopTOHKax BOKpyr MMnpoBM3MpoBaHHoro onara HaA orHeM 
KOToporo 6biAa noABemeHa wecTAHaa nocyAMHa c KMnameM b HeM KpacKOM. Ot 
6ypAflmeM >KMAKOCTM ryCTbIMM KAy6aMM MCXOAMA MaCAflHMCTbIM AbIM, B KOTOpOM 
MeTOAOM KonneHMfl nyMa3bie roAOApaHLibi KpacMAM... AepeBflHHbie ao>kkm! 

KpMCTMHa AOAro He MorAa noBepMTb cbomm rAa3aM. Bee 3 to BbirAflAeAo 
HaCTOAbKO TAynO M >KeCTOKO no OTHOLUeHMKD K HMM, HTO OHa HeBOAbHO 
McnbiTaAa ocTpeMiuyio AyweBHyio 6oAb, 3acTaBMBi±iyio cepAUe OKaTbca ot 
TOCKM. OHa TAy6oKO CKOp6MAa no HeCHaCTHbIM, KOTOpbie CMA« B 3eMAe M 
3aAblXaflCb OT KOnOTM HepHOM rapM, 6blAM BblHy>KAeHbl BbinOAHflTb CTOAb 



6 eccMbiCAeHHyra pa6oTy. 

OneHb CKopo cepAUe AeByuiKM 3aHbiAo eme CMAbHee. OHa noi-mAa, hto cpeAM 
HMX npaKTMHeCKM He 6 blAO 3pj1HMX. flAOBMTbIM AbIM CAenMA mm rAa3a m pa3beAaA 
KO>Ky AM 14 a M pyK, Bbl3blBafl IIOflBAeHMe HepHbIX, KpOBOTOHaLUMX paH. Mx MyHMAa 
>Ka>KAa, HeBbIHOCMMbIM >Kap KOCTpa M OrpaHMHeHHOCTb npOCTpaHCTBa, OAHaKO 
Te HMHero He MorAM c 3 tmm noAeAaTb. Ka3aAocb, HeKaa HeBMAMMan CMAa 
6e30r0B0p0HH0 npMHy>KAaAa MX CMAeTb B TeCHbIX JlMaX M npOAOA>KaTb KpaCMTb 
AOXKKM. 

- rioneMy mx TaK wecTOKo HaKa3biBatoT? B neM mx BMHa? CKOAbKo 6yAyT 
npoAOA>KaTbCfl 3tm MyneHMfl? - 3aAbixaacb ot yHacTMBLuerocfl cepAUe6MeHMfl m 
Ha6e>KaBLUMX CAe3, npoAOA>KaAa BonpomaTb OHa. 

- y Bcex nO-pa3HOMy... - yKAOHHMBO OTBeTMA "npOBOAHMK" M Ao6aBMA, - nOKa 
He HacTynMT noAHoe oco3HaHMe m pacKaaHMe. 

Ha 6 AK)Aafl 3a HecnacmbiMM, KpMCTMHa BApyr 3aMeTMAa, hto KorAa onepeAHaa 
napTMfl AO>KeK 6 biAa roTOBa, kto-to oamh m 3 Ka>KAOM rpynnbi 6 paA mx b oxanKy, 
BbiAe3aA M3 CBoeM Hopbi m CAaBaA KOMy-TO Ha npneMKy, noAynafl B3aMeH eme 
HeKpameHHbie. □ P m BceM CBoeM >KeAaHMM, OHa TaK m He CMorAa yBMASTb 
"npMeMLUMKOB" TOTOBblX M3ASAMM. Te, nOHeMy-TO, OCTaBaAMCb HeBMAMMbIMM ee 
B30py. 

- y Te6a HeT caHKLiMM mx BMAGTb. - ycAy>KAMBO npo3BynaA toaoc b KanecTBe 
OTBeTa Ha eme He 3aAaHHbiM Bonpoc. 

BMecTO 3Toro ePi yAaAocb pa3rAAAeTb oAHoro CTapMKa, KOTopbiM TaK>Ke BbiAe3 
Ha noBepxHOCTb CAaTb cbom ao>kkm. BHeiuHe, Ha rAa3, 6 biAo oneHb TpyAHO 
OnpeAeAMTb ero MCTMHHbIM B03paCT. Ho HeCMOTpfl Ha CTOAb M3MyHeHHblM M 
3anyLueHHbiM bma, MHTyMLiMfl noACKa3aAa, hto My>KHMHe Ha AeAe He 6 oAbi±ie 
n?iTMAecflTM. KaK m y 6 oAbiiiMHCTBa Apyrnx MyneHMKOB, ero 3panKM 6 biAM 
noKpbiTbi KaTapaKTOM, xyAomaBoe amuo M3Ma3aHO b rpa3eBbix noTeKax, a Ha 
AeBOM LueKe 3M*iAa orpoMHaa nepHaa onyxoAb. 

Heo>KMAaHHO hto-to eKHyAo BHyTpM Hee. TpoMKO pa3pbiAaBLUMCb, caMa Toro He 
o>KMAan, OHa npoM3HecAa CAa 6 biM, MKaraLUMM ot riAana toaocom: 

- liana!.. 

B to >Ke MmoBeHMe BMAeHMe ApomyAo, noAAepHyAocb AbiMKOM TyMaHa m 
6 biCTpo b HeM paeTBopMAoeb. A KpMCTMHa o 6 Hapy>KMAa ce 6 a Ae>KameM Ha 
KpOBaTM, OKOHHaTeAbHO npOCHyBLUMCb B Co 6 CTBeHHOM KBapTMpe. HepHbIM KOT 
CMAfl y ee HOr BHMMaTeAbHO CMOTpeA Ha Hee yMHbIM, KOLUaHbMM B3TAflAOM. 

- To 6 Mac, mam ckw, - no3BaAa OHa riAanyinMM toaocom, Bee eme He ycneB 



npMMTM B ce6fl OT yBHAGHHOTO. 

Kot nocAyLUHO noAnoA3 k AMuy m mopaohkom AacKOBO norAaAHA en 
noA6opoAOK. CAeAytoLMMe HecKOAbKO MMHyT AanKaMM MaccnpoBaA ePi rpyAb. 
3aTeM yAo6HO Ha Hen pa3MecTMBLUMCb, rpoMKO m yMMpoTBopeHHO 3aMypAbiKaA. 
ycnOKOMBLUMCb, OHa CHOBa nOHyBCTBOBaAa COHAMBOCTb. riepeA TeM KaK 3aHOBO 
norpy3MTbCfl b coh, noBepHyAa roAOBy k TyM6oHKe nocMOTpeTb KOTopbiM nac. 
CtOALUMM Ha HeM 3AeKTpOHHblM 6yAMAbHMK 3eAeHblMM LlMcjjpaMM OTCBeHMBaA 
HanaAO neTBepToro. 

A oAHa>KAbi, 6yAynn b oco3HaHHOM CHOBMAeHMM, KpMCTMHa nonaAa b HeKoe 
MecTO, KOTopoe Ha nepBbiM B3rAflA BOBce He npon3BOAHAo BnenaTAeHMe 
COBCeM y>K M3 p^Aa BOH BblXOAALUMX. MAM AMIUeHHOrO aTpM6yTMKM peaAbHOCTM 
npMcymeM HaiueMy MMpy. Hao6opoT, oho BbirAflAeAO BnoAHe o6bNHbiM m 
HaxoAMAo ecTecTBeHHbiM otkamk b ee cepAUe b bmas caMOM HacToameM 
MMpcKOM CKop6M m nenaAM. OHa OKa3aAacb y orpoMHoro m, cyAfl no BceMy, 
CTapMHHoro KAaA6MU4,a. Oco3HaB ce6a np^MO nepeA ero >KeAe3HbiMM, 
nOKpbITbIMM p>KaBHMHOM BOpOTaMM, He MCnblTblBafl HMKaKOTO AMCKOM<f>OpTa, 
OHa npoLUAa nepe3 hmx m 3aniAa Ha TeppMTopMio norocTa. 

riepBbie noBCTpenaBLUMecfl eM p^Abi MorMA coctoaam m3 oneHb CTapbix 
3aXOpOHeHMM, C ASTMpOBKaMM OTHOCflLMMMMCfl eLU,e K BTOpOM nOAOBMHe 
AeBJiTHaAuaToro BeKa. B ueAOM, ohm npeACTaBAAAM co6om noTpecKaBLUMeca 
HaArpo6Hbie nAMTbi c Koe-rAe coxpaHMBLUMMMCfl nepHbiMM o6eAMCKaMM m 
MpaMOpHbIMM CTaTyflMM CKOp6fllHMX aHTeAOB OTTeHKOB rpfl3HO-CepOrO UBeTa. 
MeCTaMM nOKpbITbie MXOM M n03eAeHeB OT CTapOCTM, OHM CAOBHO 3aCTblAM B 
npOH3MTeAbHO-6e33ByHHOM KpMKe: BCeM CBOMM BMAOM npeAeAbHO OTKpbITO 
HaMeKafl Ha TAeHHOCTb 6blTMfl M OAMHOHeCTBO. 

CTpaHHOCTb npOflBMAaCb B TOM, HTO KpMCTMHa nOHeMy-TO He MOrAa nponeCTb 
MMeHa yconniMX, HaArpo6Mfl KOTopbix nonaAaAMCb eM Ha rAa3a. KoHLieHTpauMfl 
B3rA^Aa Ha 3nMTa<J>MM npo6AeMy He pemaAa. ByKBbi cpa3y HanMHaAM Apo>KaTb, 
MyTHeTb M paCnAbIBaTbCfl Ha TAa3aX. Pa3Be HTO ASTbl >KM3HM nOKOMHMKOB 6blAM 
eme AOCTynHbi aaa BOcnpMflTMfl. He pa36Mpaacb b ctmaax MorMA, OHa TeM He 
MeHee MHTyMTMBHO nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto 3to OTenecTBeHHbie 3axopoHeHMfl. M 
Ae>KaAM 3Aecb Te, kto >kma b ee CTpaHe HecKOAbKO noKOAeHMM TOMy Ha3aA. 
OAHaKO, no Mepe npoABMweHMfl BrAy6b KAaA6Mina, B03pacT 3axopoHeHMM CTaA 
3aMeTHO coKpamaTbca. BcKope HanaAca p^A AopeBOAiOLiMOHHbix MorMA y>Ke 
ABaAuaToro BeKa. llocAe hmx 3aKOHOMepHO noniAM HaArpo6Mfl coBeTCKoro 
nepMOAa. Co CMeHOM B03pacTa m 3nox MeHflAca KaK caM AM3aMH, TaK m 
6oraTCTBo MX ocjjopMAeHMfl. 

ABMraacb AaAbLue, KpMCTMHa Heo>KMAaHHO CMorAa nponeCTb BbirpaBMpoBaHHbie 



Ha OAHOM M3 nAMT nOAHbie MHMLIMaAbl. M C TpeneTHbIM y>KaCOM AAfl ce6fl 
0C03HaAa, HTO TOAbKO HTO o6Hapy>KMAa MOTMAy Co6cTBeHHOM MaTepM. TyT 
coMHeHMM 6biTb He MorAo. M xoTfl OHa coBceM He noMHMAa ee >kmbom, o 
noApo6HOCTflx ee KOHHMHbi Bee >Ke 6biAa npeKpacHO ocBeAOMAeHa. AaTbi 
po>KAeHMfi m CMepTM 3 to TOAbKO noATBep>KAaAM. CMymaAO npaBAa, HTO 3TO 
HaArpo6Me He MMeAo HMHero o6mero c HacTOflinMM, ycTaHOBAeHHbiM b ee 
necTb b peaAbHOM MMpe. A KaK BbirA^AeAa noAAMHHan MorMAa OHa ce6e 
otamhho npeACTaBAAAa. TeTyniKa oAHa>KAbi CB03MAa noB3pocAeBLuyio AeBOHKy 
Ha KAaA6MLue b ee poahom noceAOK. Tot naMUTHMK 6biA cASAaH Ha CKopyio 
pyKy M3 6eTOHa, b craHAapTHOM cobctckom CTMAe, a 3 tot - M3 Ao6poTHoro 
nepHoro MpaMopa, BbirA^AeA oneHb CTMAbHO m Aoporo. rioneMy TaK 
noAyHMAocb aaa Hee ocTaBaAOCb [ioahom 3araAKOM. 

- rioAco3HaTeAbHO Te6e BcerAa xoTeAOCb, HTo6bi ot MaTepM ocTaAacb 6oAee 
AocTOMHan naMATb. - BHe3anHo 3a3BynaA b roAOBe toaoc "npoBOAHMKa", - To 
HTO Tbl BMAMLUb CeMHaC - 3TO o6pa3, C(]>OpMMpOBaHHblM TBOMM He0C03HaHHblM 
>KeAaHMeM. 

- BoT OHO KaK... -yAMBMAaCb KpMCTMHa. - 3HaHMT MorMAa He HaCTOflLMaa? 

- rioneMy He HacToamaa? - B03pa3MA oh, - OHa AMLUb OAHa M3 MHO>KecTBa 
npoeKLiMM. A Bee npoeKLiMM HacToaiuMe, ho b pa3Hbix caoax MoryT 6biTb 
AOCTaTOHHO pa3HblMM. IlyCTb Te6fl 3TO He CMymaeT. 

AeByniKa MaAo hto ycneAa noHATb, nocKOAbKy b 3tot momcht KpaPme ocTpo 
omyTMAa BecbMa HenpMflTHoe BOAHeHMe b rpyAM. M oho oneHb 6biCTpo 
nepepocAO b cyMaToxy. Caobho kolukm nocKpe6AM Ha Ayme, a cepAUe 6enieHO 
3aKOAOTMAOCb. B TOAOBy npMLLIAa LLiaAbHafl MbICAb, HTO 3Aecb, HaBepHflKa, 
HaXOAMTCfl M OTLlOBCKafl MorMAa. A MO>KeT 6blTb Aa>Ke M TeTyillKMHa. 

rioAyMaB TaK, KpMCTMHa BCKOpe y6eAMAaCb, HTO ASMCTBMTeAbHO He OLUM6AaCb. 
npoMAfl Bcero HecKOAbKO MeTpoB BAOAb aAAeM, OHa m b caMOM AeAe yBMAeAa 
HaArpo6Me OTU,a. A CAeAOM 3a hmm - m TeTM TaAM. llaMflTHMKM no-npe>KHeMy He 
MMeAM HMHero o6merO C MX OpMTMHaAaMM, yCTaHOBAeHHbIMM B HameM MMpe. 
3tm 6biAM m Ayniiie m KpacMBee. TeM He MeHee, MHMUMaAbi yKasbiBaioinMe kto b 
HMX nOKOflTCfl M rOAbl MX >KM3HM 6blAM npeAeAbHO TOHHbl. 

OHa HMKaK He MOTAa B3flTb B TOAK, 3aHeM BOo6me 3AeCb HaXOAMTCfl. Oc03HaBafl 
ce6a crmmeM, He HaxoAMAa CKOAb-AM6o Ba>KHOM npMHMHbi npe6biBaTb Ha 3 tom 
KA aA6Mme. KoTopoe, KCTaTM, HeMHoro BnepeAM y>Ke 3aKaHHMBaAOCb. TaK 
He3aMeTHO aaa caMOM ce6a, OHa noAOLUAa k caMOMy ero KOHuy. HoBeMLUMe 
MorMAbi Tex, kto yMep b TeneHMe nocAeAHMX HecKOAbKMX MecaueB, 
npocMaTpMBaAMCb Ha cj)OHe p>KaBoro orpaAMTeAbHoro 3a6opa, 3a KOTopbiM, 
Heo>KMAaHHO npoflBMAca... HOBbiM cerMeHT norocTa! 

3to 6biAo ABHoe npoAOA>KeHMe ochobhom nacTM 3axopoHeHMM, KOTopoe He 



npocMaTpMBaAocb npex<Ae M3-3a AerKOki TyMaHHOM AbiMKM. Bee eme He OTAaBaa 
ce6e OTHeTa, 3aneM OHa 3to AeAaeT, KpMCTMHa iiohtm BnAOTHyio noAoiuAa k 
3a6opy. ToAbKO TorAa OHa 3aMeTMAa b HeM He6oAbi±iyio, noAHOCTbio noKpbiTyio 
Koppo3neM KaAMTKy. To 6biA CBoero poAa BHyTpeHHMM nepexoA Me>KAy AByMfl 
pa3AeAeHHbiMM ceKTopaMM OAHoro m toto >Ke orpoMHoro KAaA6mna. K KaAMTKe 
6biAa npMBMHHeHa MeTaAAMHecKan Ta6AMHKa, Ha KOTopoPi noAycrepTbiMM 
HepHbIMM 6yKBaMM KpaCOBaACfl HeKMM TeKCT, HanOAo6kie HeTBepOCTMLLIMfl. M K 
yAMBAeHkuo, ero AerKO yAaAOCb nponecTb: 


«0 nyTHMK, noAOKAki! 3aMpn Aa OTAbiniMCb, 
He Ba>KHO - AeroK 6biA tbom nyTb aAb Tfl>xeA. 
Mo>Keiub math AaAbiiie, OAHaKO He 3a6yAb, 
Ta>KeAa 6yAeT Hoiua noAyneHHbix 3HaHMki!» 


KpMCTMHa 3aAyMaAacb. llepcneKTMBa math AaAbiue HeMHoro nyraAa, Hanparaa 
nckixoAorkiHecKM. Ho b to >xe Bpeivm, HeHTO HeBMAMMoe vt BnoAHe oca3aeMoe, 
6yKBaAbHO BAeKAo ee TyAa 3a co6om. HeMHoro noKOAe6aBi±iMCb, OHa Bee >Ke 
npMHAAa peiueHMe math ao KOHLia, Hero 6bi ePi 3 to hm ctomao. 

- Tbi yBepeHa? - b onepeAHOM pa3 toaoc "npoBOAHMKa" 3a3BynaA b roAOBe. 

- Hto MHe eme ocraeTCfl AeAaTb?! - 3AO B03pa3MAa OHa. - Bbi npMBeAM MeHfl 
cioAa, a Tenepb cnpaiuMBaeTe, yBepeHa am ft 7 . KaK 6yATO 3apaHee He 3HaeTe, hto 
ft Bbi6epy! 

- 3a to6om b akd6om CAynae ocraeTCfl npaBO Bbi6opa! rioAyMaM xopoiuo, 
HaCKOAbKO MHOrO Te6e XOTeAOCb 6bl 3HaTb. BeAb 3HaHMfl nAOA^T CKOp6b. A 
AMLUHMe 3HaHMfl, K TOMy >Ke, MOryT OKa3aTbCfl M Hpe3BblHaMHO BpeAHbIMM... 

- 9\ peLUMAa, MAy! 

ripMMeHMB 4»M3MHeCKOe yCMAMe, C TpyAOM OTBOpMAa CKpMnamyiO ABepuy M 
BOLLIAa BHyTpb. K BeAMHaMLUeMy M3yMAeHMKD AeByLUKM, 3AeCb y>K6 HaXOAMAMCb 
HaArpo6M?i Tex, KOMy eme TOAbKO npeACTOAAo yMepeTb. OHa CHOBa He MorAa 
BMAeTb HMHbMX MMeH, HO Cpa3y 3aMeTMAa, HTO npaKTMHeCKM Ha Bcex 
MpaMopHbix nAMTax 6yAymne AaTbi CMepTM 6nam 3apaHee onpeAeAeHbi m 
npocTaBAeHbi! Ee AorMKa m pa3yM OTHaaHHo conpoTMBAAAMCb yBMAeHHOMy, 
nOCKOAbKy CTOAKHyAMCb C AeMCTBMTeAbHOCTbKD, KOTOpafl 6yKBaAbHO 
LLioKMpoBaAa CBoen npeAonpeAeAeHHOCTbto 6wtm ft. 

- "Ho TorAa noAynaeTCfl, hto 0Tpe30K HameM >km3hm M3HanaAbHO CTporo 



oTMepai-i!" - y>xacaflcb caMOM ce6e ot ashhom mncam noAyMaAa KpMCTMHa, - "M 
xotji to, neM Mbi ee HanoAH^eM, b 6oAbiueM Mepe m 3aBMCMT ot Hac, ho Ha ee 
AAMHy, 4>aKTMHeCKM, HMKaK He BAMfleT... Bo>Ke, KaK 3TO nenaAbHO!" 

- He coBceM TaK, - matko B03pa3MA ePi toaoc, - AAMHa amhmm >km3hm Ka>KAoro 
neAOBeKa CTporo onpeAeAeHa, "pacTAHyTb" ee HMKaK HeAb3fl. A bot 
" noApe3aTb" mo>kho. M tbom OTeu, npeKpacHbiM TOMy npMMep. Aa m MecTHbiM 
KaMeHin,MK BcerAa totob nepe6MTb BTopyra AaTy b CTopoHy ee yMeHbLLieHMfl... 

C rpycTbra orA^AeAa 6AM>KaMLUMe MOTMAbi. OHa yBMAeAa, hto HeKOTopbiM Be3Ao 
m mm 6biAo OTMep^HO AOAroe cymecTBOBaHMe. Ho cnacTAMBoe am? Kto-to 
yAocraMBaACfl ero BecbMa ckpomhom aamhh. BcTpenaAMCb m HaArpo6Mfl c oneHb 
KOpOTKMMM 3eMHblMM LIMKAaMM, BCerO AMLUb B HeCKOAbKO MeCflLieB. TyT 
CAynaMHO ee b3taaa ynaA Ha oAHy OTAaAeHHyio MorMAy, Ha nAMTe KOTopoM, k 
CB oeMy HeMMOBepHOMy TpeneTy OHa cyMeAa pa3TAAAeTb co6cTBeHHbie noAHbie 
MHMUMaAbi, AaTy po>KAeHMJi m... AaTy CMepTM: 25.04.1980 - 30.04.2013 

Ot yBMAGHHoro y Hee pa30M noAKOCMAMCb Horn, a AbixaHMe b ropAe cnepAo. 
noAynaAocb, OHa caMa yMpeT b cbom noAHbie TpMAUaTb TpM. A yHMTbiBaa 
TeKymMM toa, b 3anace ocTaBaAOCb Bcero-To nyTb 6oAee Tpex AeT. 

- CKa>KM! 3 to npaBAa? CKa>KM! - yMOAnAa OHa Apowa BceM TeAOM, ho toaoc b 
roAOBe Ha 3tot pa3 npeAnoneA AMLUb npeAaTeAbCKM OTMOAnaTbca. 

KorAa nepBMHHbiM luok npoiueA, HacTynMAa OTpemeHHOCTb. AeByuiKa BApyr 
flCHO oco3HaAa, hto HMHero y>Ke HeAb3fl 6yAeT BepHyTb Ha npe>KHMe MecTa. Ao 
Hee HaKOHeU, AOLUeA MCTMHHbIM CMbICA HeTBepOCTMLUMfl, BMCeBLlieTO Ha 
CMe>KHOM KaAMTKe. KaK, BnponeM, m npeAynpe>KAeHMe "npoBOAHMKa". Kto-to 
n03BOAMA eM yBMASTb TOHHyKD A&Ty Co6CTBeHHOM CMepTM, a 3HaHMT, XOHeTCfl eM 
toto mam HeT, Ha nyTb no KOTopoMy Tenepb npeACTOAAO nycTb m He aoato, ho 
matm, OHa y>Ke BCTynMAa. 

HeTKO ccjjopMyAMpoBaB b roAOBe 3Ty TpeBO>KHyKD MbicAb m Aa>Ke ycneB 
MOpaAbHO C HeM CMMpMTbCfl - KpMCTMHa npOCHyAaCb. ripOCHyBLUMCb, OHa 
nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto CAe3bi o6MAbHO TeKyT no meKaM, a bca noAyuiKa AaBHO y>Ke 
CTaAa BAa>KHOM. 

A poBHO nepe3 TpM aha nocAe KAaA6MineHCKoro chobmachma npoM3oniAa ee 
MHMLiMauMfl. BepHyBLUMCb c TpaAMLiMOHHOM BenepHePi nporyAKM b napKe m 
pa3yBaacb b npMxo>KeM, OHa BHe3anHo nonyBCTBOBaAa ce6a oneHb nAoxo. Ee3 
KaKMX-AM6o flBHbIX npMHMH y Hee 3aKpy>KMAaCb TOAOBa M pe3KO 3aMeAAMAOCb 
cepAue6MeHMe. 3aAbixaacb ot yAywbfl m cyAopo>KHO, - noAo6Ho pbi6e 
BbIKMHyTOM Ha Cyiiiy, - XBaTafl pTOM B03AyX, OHa B npeA-o6MOpOHHOM 
coctoahmm 6eccMAbHO onycTMAacb Ha Ta6ypeTKy, CToamyro HanpoTMB 



6oAbLuoro HacTeHHoro 3epKaAa ee iiokomhom TeTyuiKM. B rAa3ax MeAAeHHo 
HanaAO TeMHeTb, yLUM 3aAo>KMAO, a rpyAb casbhao nyBCTBO CMAbHeMLueM anaTMM 
m tockm. TAe-To p^aom npoTMBHo 3ai±iMneA To6nac. 

Tepaa co3HaHMe, KpMCTMHa ocTaTOHHbiM 3peHneM ycneAa 3aMeTMTb, KaK 
noBepxHOCTb 3epKaAa Heo>KMAaHHO ApomyB, MmoBeHHo noKpbiAacb mcakom 
BOAHMCTOM pfl6blO. ByATO B BO Ay KaMeiiieK KMHyAM, C TaKMM >Ke 3cj>4»eKTOM OHa 
To>Ke BApyr CTaAa Ka3aTbca >kmakom m npo3panHOM. 3aTeM 3epKaAO 6biCTpo 
OKyTaAOCb rycTbiM TyMaHOM, a KorAa oh pacceflAca, b HeM noKa3aAOCb 
o6beMHoe m npeAeAbHO peaAMCTMHHoe M3o6pa>KeHne CMopmeHHOM crapyxM M3 
napKa, c TeM >Ke caMbiM nepHbiM TpaypHbiM nAaTKOM Ha roAOBe. 

C yAMBMTeAbHOM aaa ee B03pacra npoBopHocrbio, CTapyxa pe3KO BbicKOHMAa M3 
>KMAKoo6pa3Horo 3a3epKaAbfl m KMHyAacb k ASByiiiKe. OHa aobko crpe6Aa b 
oxanKy ee pa3MflKLuee TeAo, caobho Ta 6biAa HeKoPi Beinbio m AerKO ero 
npnnoAHflB, Bee c tom >xe 6biCTpoTOM m rpauneM HbipHyAa c hmm o6paTHO b 
MHyKD peaAbHOCTb, MTHOBeHHO B HeM MCHe3HyB. 

Co3HaHMe TeM BpeMeHeM OKOHnaTeAbHO noKMHyAo KpMCTMHy. Bca o6cTaHOBKa 
BOKpyr Hee norpy3MAacb b KpoMeLUHyio TbMy. rioxMLueHMe OKa3aAOCb 
HaCTOAbKO 6blCTpblM M HeOXKMAaHHblM, HTO Ha BCe nOTpe6oBaAOCb eABa AM 
6oAbiue HecKOAbKMx ceKyHA- B3bepoiueHHbiM m nepenyraHHbiM To6Mac 3a6MAca 
noA Ta6ypeT, 3Ao6ho OTTyAa nmneA m nenaAbHO MJiyKaA, ycTaBMBLUMCb b MecTO, 
TAe CTOAb TaMHCTBeHHO, a TAaBHOe, - Aa>Ke AAfl XKMBOTHOrO COBepilieHHO 
HeecTecTBeHHO, - nponaAa ero xo3flMKa. 

KorAa OHa HaKOHeu, oHHyAacb, to o6Hapy>KMAa ce6a CMA^mePi 3a MaAeHbKMM 
KpyrAblM CTOAOM, B He6oAbLUOM M BeCbMa TenAOM nOMemeHMM, B KOMnaHMM 
eme Tpex neAOBeK: AByx no>KMAbix >KeHuj,MH m CTapMKa. OAHa M3 weHinMH 
0Ka3aAacb ee 3HaKOMOM - 3 to 6biAa Ta caMaa cyxoHbKaa CTapyLUKa, hto ee m 
noxMTMAa. BTopaa oco6a BbirAflAeAa 3Ha*HMTeAbHO MOAO>Ke nepBOM, xota TO>Ke 
B B03paCTe, Ha BMA eM 6blAO KaK MMHMMyM nflTbAeCflT AeT. 

OHa 6biAa oAeTa b TeMHO-KpacHyio LLiepcTflHyio KOcjjTy c rAyxMM bopotom m 
nbiLLiHbiMM pyKaBaMM. LUeto m rpyAb ee yKpaiuaAM AepeBflHHbie 6ycbi c 
OpMTMHaAbHO-BblHypHblMM OpHaMeHTaMM. Hm>KHKDKD HaCTb TeAa nOAHOCTbtO 
3aKpbiBaAa co6om AAMHHaa io6Ka M3 nepHoro 6apxaTa. y Hee 6 wam nbiLUHbie, 
nOKpaLUeHHbie B 30A0TMCTblM UBeT BOAOCbl, KOTOpbie BOAHMCTbIM BOAOnaAOM 
CTeKaAM c riAen m naAaAM 3a cnMHy. BceM cbomm bmaom npocTOAyLUHOM 
CeAbCKOM MOAHMLlbl, a OCo6eHHO HepTaMM AMU,a, OHa HanOMMHaAa TMriMHHytO 
yKpaMHKy M3 rAy6MHKM. 

CTapMK BblTAflAeA COBepilieHHO nO-AepeBeHCKM. ripMHeM HaCTOAbKO 
CTapoMOAHO, hto CKAaAbiBaAOCb noAHoe BnenaTAeHMe, 6yATO oh comeA co 
CTaporo coBeTCKoro cj>MAbMa npo >KM3Hb Ha ceAe b I920-30x rr. M xota 



BHeniHe, oh BecbMa CMAbHO HanoMMHaA CTepeoTkiriHbiM o6pa3 pyccKoro 
KpecTbflHMHa, Ha bma eMy, nowaAyM, Bp^A am 6wao 6oAbine ceMMAscnTM AeT. 
Oast oh 6biA b 6e>KeByio py6axy-KOCOBopoTKy, noBepx kotopom KpacoBaAacb 
nepHaa >KMAeTKa. Ha roAOBe MMeAacb CTapaa KowaHaa cj>ypa>KKa, a cepbie, 
xAonnaTo6yMa>KHbie 6pioKM 6wam 3anpaBAeHbi b KMp30Bbie canorn. M3-3a 
MpanHoro m Tfl>KeAoro B3rA^Aa CAerKa McnoAAo6bfl, amlio ero Ka3aAOCb oneHb 
yrptOMblM, K TOMy >Ke, OHO 6blAO o6BeTpeHHblM M o6MAbHO nOKpbITbIM 
CTapnecKMMM 6opoAaBKaMM. 

BbiT m o6craHOBKa b KOMHaTe TaK>Ke HanoMMHaAM cyry6o AepeBeHCKMM, noHTM 
KAaccMHecKMM ero yKAaA. Hm3ko CBMcaAM AepeBflHHbie noTOAKM. B yrAy 
HaxoAMAacb 6oAbi±iaji pyccKaa nenb, BAOAb CTeHbi - AaBKa m cyHAyK, CBepxy 
noKpbiTbiM u,BeTacTOM MaTepneM. Ha KpyrAOM CTOAe, Ha 6AKDAUax (b KanecTBe 
nOACBeHHMKOB) CTOflAM HeTbipe ropflinne CBeHM M3 HepHOrO BOCKa M HeTbipe 
Cepe6peHHblX Ky6Ka, HanOAHeHHbIX HeKOM, TeMHO-KpaCHOM >KMAKOCTblO. no 
nape B03Ae Ka>KAOM M3 cmaaluhx 3a ctoaom nepcoH. 

- Bot m HacTynMA tot OTBeTCTBeHHbiM nac, KpMCTMHa, KorAa HaKOHeu npMLUAa 
nopa BCTynMTb Te6e b Haiuy ceMbio. 

Bee eme HaxoA^cb b coctoahmm rAy6oKOM npocTpauMM, oHa ycAbiLuaAa CMnAbiM 
MyXKCKOM TOAOC. 

- BnAOTb ao nocAeAHMX AHen y Hac He 6biAo noAHOM yBepeHHocTM, hto 3to 
BOo 6 me KOrAa-HM 6 yAb C T 060 M np0M30MAST. XoTfl, npM3HaTbCfl, Mbl CAeAMAM 3a 
TBoePi cyAb6oM BecbMa npMCTaAbHO. CAeAMAM, HaHMHaa c MOMeHTa TBoero 
nyAecHoro MeueAeHMfl, eme b paHHeM AeTCTBe. TeM He MeHee, KaK roBopMTca: 
Mbi npeAnoAaraeM, a npoBMAeHMe pacnoAaraeT. M HaM ocTaBaAOCb TOAbKO 
>KAaTb M HaAeflTbCfl. Ho Co6blTMfl TpeXAHeBHOM AaBHOCTM HeTKO HaM nOKa3aAM, 
HTO TOMy, Hero Mbl CTOAb AOArO 0>KMAaAM, Cy>KAeHO np0M30MTM! Bee MAGT no 
BbiciueMy nAaHy, KaK m aoa>kho 6biTb. He 6omca! CKopo Te6e MHoroe CTaHeT 
flCHbiM m noHATHbiM. Tbi npocHeujbCfl m yBMAMLLib OKpywaiOLuyto Te6fl 
HaCTOflmytO >KM3Hb. 

C 3TMMM CAOBaMM CTapMK BCTaA M3-3a CTOAa M OTAyHMBLUMCb 6yKBaAbHO Ha 
MMHyTy, BepHyACfl C He6oAblllMM AepeBflHHbIM AapueM. OTKpbIB ero, OH M3BAeK 
OTTyAa HeTbipe MaAeHbKMX CTaAbHbIX KMH>KaAa CTapMHHOM o6pa60TKM. Pa3AaA 
AByM >KeHimnHaM no KMH>KaAy, oamh ocTaBMA ce6e, a nocAeAHMM npoTHHyA 
KpMCTMHe. 3aTeM HeO>KMAaHHO rpOMKMM M 6yATO 6bl BOBCe He CBOMM - 
TOpTaHHblM TOAOCOM, Ha HeM3BeCTHOM eM A3blKe, OH HanaA npOM3HOCMTb peHb, 
HeHTO BpoAe MOAMTBbi, MeAAeHHO ycKopafl cbom TeM6p. no OKOHnaHMM ee, 
CTapMK 3aAnoM onycTOLUMA cbom Ky6oK. To >Ke caMoe CAeAaAM m ocTaAbHbie. 

>KecTOM, Bee Tpoe, ohm npMKa3aAM AeByuiKe McnMTb co CBoero. B HeM, BonpeKM 
ee CTpaxaM m CKBepHbiM okmashmam, OKa3aAOCb AMiiib TepnKO-CAaAKoe Ha BKyc 



BMHO. M OHO 6blAO HaCTOAbKO TOHKOTO M M3yMMTeAbHOrO apOMaTa, HTO eM 
HMKorAa b >km3hm Ao 3Toro AerycTkipoBaTb He npnxoAHAocb. Cpa3y no BceMy 
TeAy pacTeKAacb ropaHaa m >KMBMTeAbHan MCTOMa. ToAOBa CAerKa 3aKpy>KMAacb, a 
co3HaHne noAepHyAocb 6eAeHOM TyMaHa. 

TyT Bca Tpomj,a xopoM 3aTAHyAa npoTJDKHyio m waAocTAMByio necHio. CHanaAa 
ohm neAM ee oneHb tmxo. riocTeneHHo mx toaoc KpennaA, CTaHOBMAcn 
CAa>KeHee m rpoMHe. KpMCTMHa He noHMMaAa caob, oAHaKo MaHepa m 
TOH aAbHOCTb MCnOAHeHMfl CTaAM Bbl3blBaTb B HeM HyBCTBO cj)M3MHeCKOM 
3aTOpMO>KeHHOCTM. CaM B03AyX B KOMHaTe ynAOTHMACJI, 3aApOX<aA M 

3aBM6pMpoBaA b TaKT TaMHCTBeHHOM MaHTpbi. rio Been bmammoctm, Ta o6AaAaAa 
CMAbHbiM rMnHOTMHecKMM bo3Asmctbm6m; OHa BnoAHe ycneniHO norpy3MAa ee b 
COCTOflHMe nOAHOM paCCAa6AeHHOCTM M OTpeLUeHHOCTM. 

TeM BpeMeHeM CTapMK m ABe >KeHinMHbi oAHOBpeMeHHo, KaK no KOMaHAe, b3aam 
K a>KAbiM cbom KMH>KaA b npaByio pyKy m npoHeca noonepeAHO o6e CTopoHbi ero 
Ae3BMH HaA nAaMeHeM nepHOM CBeHM, yBepeHHO cAeAaAM mm rAy6oKMM HaApe3 
Ha cbomx AeBbix AaAOHflx. 3aTeM ohm npoASAaAM aHaAorMHHyio onepauMto HaA 
npaBbiMM AaAOHAMM, Aep>Ka KMH>KaAbi y>Ke AeBOM pyKOM. 3ayHbiBHaa necHA hm 
H a ceKyHAy He CMOAKaAa. 

ByAyHM noA rMnH030M, MexaHMHecKMM ABM>KeHMeM b3*ib b pyKM cbom ho>k m 
npoHeca ero HaA omeM, KpMCTMHa TeM >xe cnoco6oM pa3pe3aAa ce6e CHanaAa 
AeByK), a 3aTeM m npaByto nAOTb. M hmokom 6oam coBepiueHHO He 
nonyBCTBOBaAa. Bee 6biAo KaK b TyMaHe. Bmaa, hto Ta BnoAHe roTOBa k 
MHMLIMaLIMM, CTpaHHafl TpOMLia no nepMMeTpy CTOAa BO B3aMMHOM 
pyKono>KaTMM Top>KecTBeHHO coeAMHMAa Apyr c ApyroM cbom KpoBOTonaiuMe 
AaAOHM, co3AaB tbkmm o6pa30M noAyKpyr. KorAa OHa npMcoeAMHMAacb k hmm, 
uenb mx pyK 3aMKHyAacb b eAMHoe KOAbLio. 

B to >Ke mmt hto-to pe3KO CAaBMAo eM rpyAb. HepTbixaacb, OHa CTaAa 
3aAbixaTbca, 6yATO ee cneunaAbHO noMecTMAM b HeKyto 6e3B03AywHyio cpeAy. 
rionbiTaAacb 6biAo BbipBaTbca c 3aMKHyToro Kpyra, ho o6e >KeHi±i,MHbi 
KpenKO-HaKpenKO npoAOA>KaAM AepwaTb ee 3a kmctm. \1 o BceMy ee TeAy 
npo6e>KaAa pe3Kaa cyAopora, oho o6makao m oceAO, 3panKM rAa3 3aKaTMAMCb, a 
poT pe<j)AeKCMBHo xBaTaA B03Ayx, caobho ero TaM He 6wao. 

OneHb CKopo AeByuiKa nepecTaAa peampoBaTb Ha npoMCxoA^mee BOKpyr m 
OKOH naTeAbHO noTepjiAa co3HaHMe. BHyTpeHHMM B3opoM OHa yBMAeAa BcnbiiuKy 
ocAenMTeAbHO 6eAoro CBeTa. HenTO BHyTpM ee roAOBbi 6e33ByHHO B3opBaAOCb 
M paCnaAOCb Ha MHO>KeCTBO MeAKMX MCKp-OCKOAKOB. lloCAe B3pblBa HaCTynMAa 
a6cOAKDTHafl TMLUMHa M BCenOTAO LUaKDIUMM MpaK. Ka3aAOCb, HeKTO 
MoryLuecTBeHHbiM AerKO m HenpMHy>KAeHHO, noAo6HO LUTenceAto, BbiAepHyA ee 
M3 p03eTKM| OTKAKDHMB Ha BpeMfl BCe ee 3eMHOe 6blTMe. OHa BbinaAa M3 



noBceAHeBHOM peaAbHOCTM, nepecTaB cymecTBOBaTb. 


OHHyBlilMCb, KpMCTMHa C HyBCTBOM nOAHOrO 6e3pa3AMHMfl o6Hapy>KMAa ce6a 
Ae>Kamen b CBoen npMxo>KeM, b KpaPiHe HeyAo6HOM no3e. TeAo CMAbHO 3aTeKAo 
M OHeMeAO. no OmymeHMflM OHO 6blAO XOAOAHbIM, KaK pe3MHOBOe M 
coBepi±ieHHo He >xeAaAo ePi noAHMHflTbca. noHaAo6nAocb He MeHee noAynaca, 
HTo6bl, HaKOHeLl, COBAaAaB KOHeHHOCTflMM, KpflXTfl M OXafl, OHa CMOrAa 
noAHfiTbCfl c noAa m LuaTatomeMCfl noxoAKOM nepeMecTMTbca Ha KpoBaTb b 
cnaAbHKD. CyA^ no TeMHOTe 3a okhom, Ha ABope CTOflAa rAy6oKaa HOHb. 
HyBCTBya ce6a npeAeAbHo pa36nTOM, OHa He CTaAa Aax<e pa3AeBaTbca. Tax m 
AerAa b neM 6biAa m TOTnac npoBaAMAacb b rAy6oKMM coh. To6nac, nocTOAHHo 
4»bipKaa, OCTOpOXKHO o6HKDXMBaA CBOtO X03flMKy, nOHeMy-TO Ha 3TOT pa3 HMKaK 
He peiiiaacb Ha Hee 3a6paTbca. 

yTpoM npocHyAacb ot Toro, hto y Hee crpaHHbiM o6pa30M 3anecaAncb cpa3y 
o6e AaAOLUKM. CnpOCOHbfl B3rAflHyAa Ha HMX M OT HeO>KMAaHHOCTM BCKpMKHyAa. 
Hto Ha npaBOM, hto Ha AeBOM, npMcyTCTBOBaAM oAMHaKOBbie, y>Ke noHTM 
3a>KMBLUMe LLipaMbl, TOAbKO 6AarOAapfl KOTOpbIM OHa M BOCCTaHOBMAa B naMflTM 
Co6blTMfl MMHyBLUeM HOHM. 


r AaBa 6. 

kl3HaHxa mm pa. 

nOCAe MHMUM3UMM KpMCTMHa CAOBHO 3aHOBO pOAMAaCb. \lo BHyTpeHHMM 
omymeHMflM BbirA^AeAo Tax, 6yATO bca ee npex<Hflfl >KM3Hb MCKyccTBeHHO 
noAAep>KMBaAacb b coctoahmm nepMaHeHTHoro CHa. A TyT ee npMHyAMTeAbHO 
pa36yAMAM m OKyHyAM toaobom b HacToamyto peaAbHOCTb, noKa3aB KaKOM OHa, 
cyAfl no BceMy, 6biAa Ha caMOM AeAe. neAeHa 6biCTpo coujAa c rAa3, a KpacKM 
OKpy>KaioLuero MMpa HanaAM BOcnpMHMMaTbca noA coBepiueHHo MHbiM 
paxypcoM. M AaAexo He BcerAa npMflTHbiM. 

noyiBMAaCb 3aMeAAeHHOCTb B AeMCTBMflX, paCTOponHOCTb M HaCTafl COHAMBOCTb. 
BHyTpeHHe OHa Bee name CTaAa omymaTb noTpe6HOCTb 6oAbiuero yeAMHeHMn. 
M xoTfl BeAOMbiM eio o6pa3 >km3hm m npe>KAe CHMTaAca BecbMa OTAaAeHHbiM ot 
TM nMHHbix AtoACKMX Hy>KA, KpMCTMHa OKOHHaTeAbHO 3aMKHyAacb b ce6e, 
OTrOpOAMBLUMCb OT nOBCeAHeBHOM CyeTbl M 6blTOBblX XAOnOT. 

OHa no-npe>KHeMy npeAnoHMTaAa xoAMTb b napK m 6poAMTb TaM cpeAM 
3acTbiBi±iMX b 3MMHeM cn^HKe AepeBbeB. B napxe ASByniKa HaxoAMAa noKoPi m 
rapMOHMK), CAMBaacb c OKpy>xaKDLueM ee npMpoAOM b eAMHoe ueAoe. EoAbLuyio 
nacTb CBo6oAHoro BpeMeHM OHa npoBOAMAa 3a MeAMTauneM b KBapTMpe, 



nOAHOCTbKD paCCAa6nBLUMCb M 3aKpblB npM 3TOM TAa3a. 

"ripOBOAHMK", TaK HeOKMASHHO npOflBMBLUMM Ce6fl B ee CHaX, CTaA nOflBAflTbCfl 
eme name. Hto6w ycAbiwaTb ero toaoc, OTHbme He o6fl3aTeAbHO Hy>KHO 6biAo 
norpy>KaTbCfl b CHOBMAeHMe. Oh B03HMKaA bcakmm pa3, ctomao ePi AMLUb 
OHMCTMTb Co6CTBeHHOe C03HaHMe OT HeHy>KHblX napa3MTapHblX MbICAeM M 
3aAaTb npo ce6a KaKOM-Hn6yAb KOHKpeTHbiM Bonpoc. Ho AaAeKO He BcerAa OHa 
MorAa noAyHMTb weAaeMbiM OTBeT. HeKOTopbie M3 ee BonpocoB nonpocry 
MTHOpHpOBaAMCb. 

- "HaBepHoe noTOMy, hto y MeHfl HeT Ha 3to caHKUMM 1 ' - B3AbixaAa OHa. 

OAHax<Abi bo BpeMfl onepeAHOM MeAMTauMM norpy3MBLUMCb b TpaHC, KpMCTMHa 
McnbiTaAa BMAeHMe HMKorAa npe>KAe He BMAeBLuee. llepeA ee rAa3aMM bo3hmk 
OrpOMHbIM M MpaHHbIM He6oCKpe6 M3 CTeKAa M 6eTOHa, KOTOpbIM 6blA 
HaCTOAbKO BbICOK, HTO OHa He MOrAa riOHflTb, TAe OH 3aKaHHMBaeTCfl. BepXHMe 
3Ta>KM nonpocTy Mcne3aAM b o6AaKax. TAe-TO Ha cepeAMHe bmammom ero nacTM, 
b OKOLUKax oAHoro eAMHCTBeHHoro 3Ta>xa ropeA CBeT, b to Bpeivm KaK Bee 
OCTaAbHbie 6blAM TeMHbIMM. 

- Hto 3TO? - M3yMAeHHO BOCKAMKHyAa OHa. 

- AoKaAbHoe MMpo3AaHMe. -ycAyx<AMBO npo3BynaA toaoc "npoBOAHMKa". 

- MMpo3AaHMe? B BMAe He6ocKpe6a? 

- Aa. HTo6bi Te6e Aynuie 6biAo noHATb ero CTpyKTypy. 3 to AMLUb KapTMHKa, 
MaKCMMaAbHo npM6AM>KeHHaa k TBoeMy TeKymeMy ypoBHio noHMMaHMfl. TaK KaK 
b Te6e noKa OTcyTCTByioT 6oAee aAeKBaTHbie o6pa3bi m cpeACTBa aaa Aynmero 
BOCnpMflTMfl AaHHOM peaAbHOCTM. 

- A rioneMy TOAbKO Ha oahom 3Ta>Ke CBeT ropMT? 

- Ha tom 3Ta>Ke ycAOBHo pacnoAO>KeH tbom MMp. HTo6bi noKa3aTb Te6e 
HaCKOAbKO CAO>KHa CTpyKTypa Bcero MMp03AaHMfl Bbl6paA MMeHHO 3TOT 
cnoco6. 

- 3tO CKOAbKO MX AOA>KHO 6blTb?! - y>KaCHyAaCb OT CaMOM MbICAM AeByiiiKa, - M 
OHM HTO, Bee HaCTOfllUMe? 

-A HaCTOflLUMM AM TBOM MMp? - BOnpOCOM Ha BOnpOC OTBeTMA "npOBOAHMK", - 
MMpOB KaK M 3Ta>KeM B 3TOM 3AaHMM OHeHb MHOTO, HO MX KOAMHeCTBO OTHtOAb 
He 6ecKOHeHHO. 

- M mo>kho nyTemecTBOBaTb no hmm KaK no 3Ta>KaM He6ocKpe6a? 

- ToAbKO ecAM y Te6a ecTb Aocryn Ha nepeABM>KeHMe. Ho Mory CKa3aTb, hto b 
HeKOTopbix M3 hmx Tbi y>Ke ycneAa no6biBaTb b cbomx chobmaghmax. flpaBAa 



Bee ohm 6biAM pacnoAoweHbi HM>Ke TBoero 3Ta>Ka. 

- YAMBMTeAbHO. A KaKMe MMpbl HaXOA^TCfl BblLUe? 

OTBeTa He nocAeAOBaAO. KpMCTMHa noHAAa, hto CTOAKHyAacb c oahom m 3 
3anpeTHbix TeM. 

-A neM npMHLiMnMaAbHO OTAMHaraTCfl oahm 3Ta>KM ot ApyrMX? - peLUMB CAerKa 
nepecjjopMyAMpoBaTb Bonpoc, CHOBa cnpocMAa OHa. 

- ripMHLlMnMaAbHOe OTAMHMe TOAbKO OAHO: MHafl HaCTOTa BM6pai4MM. OHa 
yHMKaAbHa aaa Ka>KAoro 3Ta>Ka. Aaa BepxHMX - nacTOTa BM6pai4MM Bbime neM b 
TBOeM MMpe, AAfl HM>KHMX - HM>Ke. 

- M TaM Be3Ae ecTb cbom >kmtcam? 

- HacTMHHo Aa. MHorne MMpbi o6MTaeMbi Ha hoctoahhom ocHOBe. llpMHeM b 
6oAbLUMHCTBe M3 HMX HaXOAATCfl CymeCTBa He MMeKDLMMe HMKaKOTO OTHOLUeHMfl 
K HeAOBeneCTBy. B HeKOTOpbIX CAOflX >KMByT AKDAM pa3HblX ypOBHeM pa3BMTMfl, 
MAM Te, KTO KOTAa-TO 6blA HeAOBeKOM. >KMByT M Te, KOMy eme TOAbKO 
npeACTOMT mm craTb. EcTb m 3Ta>KM cyry6o TexHMHecKoro xapaKTepa, 
nOCTOflHHafl >KM3Hb TaM OTCyTCTByeT. 

- MMHyTKy! Bbl CKa3aAM, HTO ecTb HeKTO, KOMy eu^e TOAbKO npeACTOMT CTaTb 
HeAOBeKOM... Hto 3to 03HanaeT? 

- HeAOBeneCTBO - AMHIb OAHO M3 npOMe>KyTOHHblX 3BeHbeB TAo6aAbHOM 
3BOAKDI4MOHHOM LienM. KorAa-TO AaBHO ero HblHeiUHlOlO HMLLiy o6MTaHMfl 
3aHMMaAM ApyrMe cymecTBa, cekinac ohm yiuAM b CBoeM pa3BMTMM AaAeKO 
BnepeA- HMLua, mam ecAM xoneiiib 6oAee noHJiTHbiM aaa Te6a Ji3biKOM - 3Ta>K, 
ocbo6oamacji, m Tenepb ero 3aHMMaeTe Bbi, akdah. Ho tot 3Ta>K, OTKyAa b cbokd 
onepeAb npMLUAM Bbi, TO>Ke He nycTyeT. M Ha HeM >KMByT co3AaHMfl, KOTopbiM b 
CA ynae 6AaronpMflTHoro pa3BMTMfl mx 3boakdlimm, b 6yAymeM TOAbKO 
nocHacTAMBMTbca CTaTb AKDAbMM. KpoMe Bcero npoHero, BcerAa npMcyTCTByioT 
m aAbTepHaTMBHbie 3BOAKDUMOHHbie nyTM. rioBToptocb, HeAOBeneCTBO AaAeKO He 
eAMHCTBeHHOe 3BeHO, Hepe3 KOTOpoe BCe pa3yMHbie <|>OpMbl >KM3HM o6fl3aHbl 
npoMTM b CBoeM MeAAeHHOM Kapa6KaHMM "HaBepx". 

- y MeHfl 3 to nAoxo yKAaAbiBaeTca b roAOBe - B3AOXHyB no>KaAOBaAacb 
AeByiuKa. 

- Te6e MHoroe eme npeACTOMT y3HaTb, kohchho b rpaHMuax TBoero AOCTyna. 
Ho Ha ceroAHfl 3 to Bee, hto a Mory Te6e CKa3aTb. Ao cbmashma. 

ri03>Ke, B CBOMX peryAJipHblX CHOBMAGHHbIX nyTeLUeCTBMflX eM npMLUAOCb 
no6biBaTb m b ApyrMX, KyAa 6oAee MpaHHbix m 6e3HaAe>KHbix MecTax. M Be3Ae 



peaAMCTMHHO M KpaCOHHO "npOBOAHMK" nOKa3blBaA ePl TOAnbl HecnaCTHblX 
AKDAeM, B TOM MAM MHOM CTeneHM (j)M3MHeCKM MCTOIHeHHblX M MOpaAbHO 
pa3AaBAeHHbix. HeKOTopbie HaxoAMAMCb b rpynnax, HeKOTopbie 6biAM 
BbiHy>t<AeHbi CTpaAaTb no oAMHOHKe. 

CpeAM HMX AMLUb He6oAbl±iafl HaCTb 0C03HaBaAa npMHMHbl CBOerO npe6blBaHMfl 
TeMHbix CAOflx, KaK m caMo mx npeAHa3HaneHMe. Ho 6oAbuiMHCTBo M3 
CTpa>KAyK)LMMX Aa>Ke TaM npOAOA>KaAO OCTaBaTbCfl AyXOBHO Hepa3BMTblMM M 
Hecnoco6HbiMM noHATb - 3a hto ohm TyAa nonaAM. M nepBbie m BTopbie 6biAM 
3aH?iTbi BbinoAHeHMeM 6eccMbiCAeHHbix m M3HypMTeAbHbix pa6oT, am6o 
MyHMTeAbHO "yMMpaAM" OT BCeB03M0>KHblX TflXKKMX 3a6oAeBaHMM, aHaAOTOB 
nyMbi, paKa, xoAepbi. 

M BCflKMM pa3, nocAe onepeAHoro Bbmy>KAeHHoro cnycKa Ha oamh m3 ypoBHeM 
HM>KHMX peaAbHOCTeM, nOAHOCTbK) npOHyBCTBOBaB Becb CneKTp TaMOLUHMX 
MyneHMM m 6e3HaAe>KHOCTM 6biTMfl, OHa npocbinaAacb nAanymeM. Ee noAyuiKa 
OKa3blBaAaCb HeM3MeHHO BAa>KHOM OT o6MAbHO BbinAaKaHHbIX BO BpeMfl CHa 
CAe3. 

- Ho 3aneM MHe BMAeTb Bee 3 tm crpaAaHMfl?! - oAHa>KAbi He BbiAep>KaB, 
cnpocMAa "npoBOAHMKa". 

- 3to nacTb TBoero o6yHeHM*i. 

Co BpeMeHeM Co6CTBeHHblM MMp AAfl KpMCTMHbl nOKa3aACfl HMHyTb He MeHee 
Mep3KMM, HeM Aa>Ke COBOKynHOCTb HM>KHMX. riopOM eAMHCTBeHHOe, B HeM 
MHCjjepHaAbHafl >KeCTOKOCTb cj)OpMaAbHO OTAMHaAaCb OT >KeCTOKOCTM 3eMHOM - 
3Aecb Bee 6biAo tohko 3aByaAMpoBaHO m yMeAo ynpjiTaHO ot o6biBaTeAbCKoro 
B3rAflAa. I""Ioao6ho HeBKycHOM KOH(f>eTe 3aBepHyTOM b KpacMByra m MaHamyio 
o6epTKy. A TaM, "BHM3y", Hao6opOT - BCe AKDACKMe nOpOKM OTKpbITO 
ASMOHCTpMpOBaAMCb Hapy>Ky M HMHerO HeAb3fl 6blAO yTaMTb: BCeM cpa3y 
CTaHOBMAaCb nOHflTHa TBOfl MCTMHHafl CyLUHOCTb, B KaKOM 6bl HenpMTAflAHOM 
BMAe OHa HM 6blAa... 

Ybmasb HeKMM CBepxbecTecTBeHHbiM cjjeHOMeH, OHa 3anenaTAeBaAa ero b 
co3HaHMM pa3 m HaBcerAa, 3aMenafl m 4>MKCMpya b AaAbHeMLueM HeHTO noxo>Kee 
y>Ke He Hanparaacb. 3aHacTyio 3 to CMAbHO noMoraAO m BbipynaAO no >km3hm. 
AaBaa, k npMMepy, maHC M36e>KaTb B03M0>KHbix olum6ok. 

Cmaa b napKe Ha AaBOHKe m Ha6AK>Aaa 3a nporyAMBaiomMMMCfl BAOAb Aopo>KeK 
AKDAbMM, OHa C AeTKOCTblO M B KaHeCTBe CBOerO pOAa TpeHMpOBKM, HayHMAaCb 
onpeAeAATb AOAroTy OTnymeHHOM mm >km3hm. Ctomao ePi HanpaBMTb cbom 
B 3rAflA Ha onpeAeAeHHoro neAOBeKa m CKOHueHTpMpoBaTb Ha HeM BHMMaHMe, 
KaK KpMCTMHa HeM36e>KHO HanMHaAa BMAeTb CBoeo6pa3Hoe CBeneHMe BAOAb 



KOHTypoB ero <j>M3MHecKoro TeAa. rio ero apKOCTM AeByuiKa oneHb tohho MorAa 
npeACKa3aTb, CKOAbKO TOMy eme ocTaBaAocb HecTM 6peMfl 3eMHoro 
cymecTBOBaHMfl. 

HHcjjopMauMfl k Hen no-npe>KHeMy npMxoAMAa ot "npoBOAHMKa". M AaAeKO He 
BcerAa b cj>opMe Bep6aAbHbix OTBeTOB. OHa MorAa, HanpMMep, 3aKpbiB rAa3a m 
COCpeAOTOHMBLUMCb, nOAyMaTb O HeKOM KOHKpeTHOM MHAMBMAyyMe - M BeCb 
cpoK ero >KM3HeHHoro nyTM BbiCBeHMBaAca nepeA Hen b KpoMeuiHOM TbMe, b 
BMAe orHeHHbix Lineup, BcerAa 03HaHatomnx TOAbKO oaho: o6mee koamhcctbo 
AHen AaHHbix TOMy c po>KAeHMfl. llpaBAa 3to BOBce He rapaHTMpoBaAO, hto 
MMeHHO CTOAbKO OH M npOXKMBeT. BcflKOe MOTAO CAyHMTbCfl M KOe-HTO BIlOAHe 
6blAO CnOCo6HblM M3MeHMTb TO HMCAO B CTOpOHy yMeHbLLieHMfl. 

noHanaAy OHa HaxoAHAa 3 to BecbMa 3a6aBHbiM pa3BAeneHMeM. Ho BpeMJi ot 
B peMeHM, ePi npMxoAMAocb BMASTb m Tex, Hbe CBeneHMe 6biAo TycKAbiM. Mam 
noHTM noraciuMM. TorAa OHa c rpycTbio noHMMaAa, hto TaKMe akdam y>Ke ctoaam 
oahom HoroM b MorMAe. E>KeAM ero Boo6me He 6biAo, to cpoK me a 6yKBaAbHO 
Ha HeCKOAbKO HaCOB, MBKCMMyM Ha CyTKM. UMC|)pbl npOCTynaKDLUMe B TeMHOTe 
co3HaHMfl BCflKMM pa3 TOAbKO noATBep>KAaAM ee npeABapMTeAbHbie AoraAKM. 

OHa nepecTaAa MrpaTb b Mrpbi c pa3yMOM nocAe Toro, KaK 3aMeTMAa napy 
KOAflCOK C MAaAeHUaMM, y KOTOpbIX CBeneHMe nOAHOCTbKD OTCyTCTBOBaAO. 
BMAeTb paAOCTb MOAOAbIX MaM O HeM-TO MM AO IHe 6 eHyiHMX C AeTbMM M 3HaTb, 
hto y>Ke oneHb CKopo ropenb yTpaTbi HeM36e>KHO mx nocTMmeT, a OHa poBHbiM 
cneTOM HMHeM He MO>KeT mm noMOHb, - m Aa>Ke He MMeeT MopaAbHoro npaBa 
HaMeKHyTb 06 3tom, - CMAbHO ymeTaAo KpMCTMHy. 

OHa b onepeAHOM pa3 noHAAa, hto MHoroe b >km3hm npeAonpeAeAeHO 3apaHee 
M >KeCTKO OTMepeHO. A CMepTb - BOBCe He Ta BeLUb, C KOTOpOM MO>KHO 
noMrpaTb b npflTKM. 

A OAHa>KAbi eM yAaAOCb yBMASTb to, o neM BCKOAb3b ynoMAHyAa CTpaHHaa 
CTapyxa b nepHOM nAaTKe b mx nepByio BCTpeny. B oamh m3 TenAbix BeceHHMX 
BenepoB, Aa 6 bi CAerKa pa3BeflTbca, OHa ryAAAa no oAHOMy M3 MHoroAtoAHbix 
LieHTpaAbHbix npocneKTOB KMeBa. KaK o 6 biHHO b 3to BpeMJi b ueHTpe ropoAa 
6 biAo orpoMHoe KOAMHecTBo akdasm: kto-to ycTaAO B03Bpam,aACfl c pa 6 oTbi 
Aomom, kto-to Hao 6 opoT - npa3AHO CMAeA b KacjjemKax mam yBAeneHHO 
3aHMMaAca LuonMHroM, Hy a HeKOTopbie, KaK OHa, coBepmaAM 3Aecb cbom 
6e33a6oTHbiM BenepHMM npoMeHaHA- M Becb 3tot pa3HomepcTHbiM akdackom 
noTOK, norAOTMB ee caobho necHMHKy, Hec HaBCTpeny neMy-TO HOBOMy m 
HeM3BeCTHOMy. 

KpMCTMHa npe6biBaAa b nyAecHOM pacnoAO>KeHMM Ayxa HacAawAaacb KpacoTOM 
CTOAMLlbl, KOTOpafl BOAeKD CyAb6bl CTaAa AAfl Hee pOAHOM. BHe3anHO HTO-TO 



3acTaBMAo ee pa30M HacTopo>KMTbCfl. Becb no3MTMB BeceHHero HacTpoeHMfl b 
oAHonacbe KyAa-TO McnapMAca, a Ha Aywe cpa3y CTaAO MyTopHO m tockambo. M 
AypHoe npeAHyBCTBkie ee He o6MaHyAo. I"lapy ceKyHA cnycTfl oneHb abho 
omyTMAa Ha cnMHe nen-TO Tfl>xeAbiM m xoaoahwm B3rAflA- B3ab ce6a b pyKM m 
MeAAeHHO o6epHyBLUMCb, OHa npaKTMHeCKM cpa3y BbIHAeHMAa M3 OrpOMHOM 
TOAnbi mctohhmk CBoero 6eCnOKOMCTBa. 

Mm OKa3aAacb MaAeHbKaa ASBOHKa AeT ceMM, b AerKOM AeMMce30HH0M naAbTO, 
nyxoBOM LuanoHKe m cano>KKax. y Hee 6biAo MMAoe, iiohtm hto KyKOAbHoe 
AMHMKO, C 6oAbl±JMMM rOAy6blMM TAa3aMM M CBeTAbIMM, BOAHMCTbIMM BOAOCaMM 
cnaAaKDLUMMM ao riAen. OHa CTOflAa B03Ae nemexoAHoro nepexoAa MeTpax b 
nflTM-iiiecTM, c MaMOM Aep>KaBiueM ee 3a pyKy, roTOBacb nepeMTM Ha 
npoTMBonoAOKHyto CTopoHy npocneKTa. M OHa npMCTaAbHo CMOTpeAa Ha 
KpMCTMHy. 

BHeiuHe, b ee B3rA*iAe He 6biAO Hkinero Heo6bNHoro. TMnMHHbiPi pe6eHOK, 
HacynAeHO, ho BecbMa no-ASTCKM cmotpalumm Ha B3pocAoro. MaAO am TaKMX? 
OAHaKO AGByniKa cpa3y nonyBCTBOBaAa b 3tom B3ope HeHTO Hy>xepoAHoe, 
COBepilieHHO He CBOMCTBeHHOe o6blHHblM AKDA^M. BblMA*> M3 IIOTOKa 
MeiuarameM en TOAnbi Ha caMyto o6oHMHy TpoTyapa, OHa CKOHU,eHTpMpoBaAa 
Bee CBoe BHMMaHMe m B3rA*iHyAa Ha AeBOHKy "oco6biM" 3peHMeM. M nyTb He 
BCKpMKHyAa. 

KyKOAbHoe amuo MOMeHTaAbHO MCKa3MAocb m npeACTaAo nepeA Hen b 
coBepmeHHo mhom CBeTe. ripaBaa ero CTopoHa ocTaAacb HeAOBenecKOM, a bot 
AeBaa - M3MeHMAacb KapAMHaAbHO. OHa Bca nonepHeAa ao OTTeHKa ca>KM. 
AeBbIM TAa3 npeBpaTMACfl B BbinyKAbIM HepHbIM Luap AMLUeHHbIM BeK, c 
MaAeHbKOM KpacHOM CBeTflineMCfl tohkom - 3pa*HKOM. B AeBOM HacTM pTa 
Mcne3AM ry6bi m o6Ha>KMAMCb AecHa, BbirmHMBaa Hapy>Ky p^A KpynHbix 6eAbix 
3y6oB. BMecTO meKM noKa3aAocb XMTpoe cnAeTeHMe M3 KpoBaBO-nepHbix 
MyCKyAbHbIX >KTyTOB... 

- rioMAGM Aoporaa, HaM nopa nepexoAMTb yAMLiy - AacKOBO CKa3aAa MaMa, 
AeroHbKO yBAeKaa ee 3a co6om eABa npoxeKTop CBeTOcjjopa CMeHMA LiBeT. 

Pe6eHOK He ABMraacb npoAOA>KaA npMCTaAbHbiM B3rAflAOM M3ynaTb 
OLUapaUJeHHyKD yBMAGHHbIM KpMCTMHy. 

- Hy noMAeM >Ke! 3eAeHbiM He 6yAeT ropeTb BeHHo! - c AerKMM ottchkom 
HeyAOBOAbCTBMfi npo6ypnaAa Ta, nocAe Toro KaK AOHb HMKaK He OTpearMpoBaAa 
Ha nepBoe npeAAo>KeHMe. 

OnflTb HOAb peaKUMM. 

- AoAa! KaKaa Tbi ynpaMaa mhotah! Macm CKopee, y MeHA MaAO BpeMeHM! - b 



roAOce >KeHLU,MHbi nonyBCTBOBaAMCb hotkm yrpo3bi. 

ToAbKO TorAa AeBOHKa HaKOHeij, wamyAa c TpoTyapa Ha Aopory, no3BOAMB 
MaTepM BecTM ce 6 a 3a co 6 om. Aax<e nepexoAfl Ha Apyryra CTopoHy npocneKTa, 
OHa yMyAp^Aacb hm Ha ceKyHAy He npepbiBaTb cbom B3op. Ho yx<e oneHb CKopo 
TOAna rOpOH<aH C npOTMBOnOAOHKHOM CTOpOHbl 6 blCTpO MX norAOTMB, 
3pMTeAbHo CMbiAa pe 6 eHKa c noAfl 3peHMfl AeByujKM. M TOTnac Ha Aywe y Hee 
3aMeTHO noAernaAO, a cepAUe nepecTaAo HbiTb ot tockm. 

BnepBbie B >KM3HM KpMCTMHa CTOAKHyAaCb C HeHTO HywepOAHbIM, >KMByiHMM 
epeAM AKDAeM M MCKyCHO MMMTMpyKDLU,MM MX BHeiUHMM 06 AMK. A TO CymeCTBO, 
HTO CAynaMHO BCTpeTMAOCb eM Ha nyTM, npM BCeM CBOeM >KeAaHMM Ha3BaTb 
neAOBeKOM OHa HMKaK He MorAa. M3-3a rAy 6 oKoro noTpaceHMfl m 
oAHOBpeMeHHO LUOKa ot yBMASHHOM KapTMHKM, 3 tot o6pa3 HaBcerAa 
3anenaTAeACfl b ee co3HaHMM. 

BcKope OHa CTaAa 3aMenaTb TaKMx HeAraAePi HacTOAbKo nacTO, hto cjjaKTMHecKM 
nepecraAa Aa>Ke yAMBAJiTbca AaHHOMy cj>eHOMeHy. Ecam ePi Hy>KHO 6biAo 
Bbi6paTbca b ueHTp ropoAa, to He npoxoAMAO m aha, HTo6bi OHa He yBMAeAa Ha 
yAMLie KaK MMHMMyM Aeyx-Tpex oco6eM noAo6Horo bmas. rioneMy-TO BcerAa 
npeACTaBAflBLUMXCfl b o6pa3e noApocTKOB m AeTeM. 

HyBCTByn b HePi onpeAeAeHHyra cm Ay, ohm caMM HeBOAbHO BbiAaBaAM ce 6 a M3 
TOAnbi. Ho Bee mx cnoHTaHHbie BCTpeHM HMKorAa He nepexoAMAM rpaHMLiy 
AMCTaHLlMOHHOrO BM3yaAbHOrO KOHTaKTa. no BCeM BMAMMOCTM, Te He MMeAM 
HaMepeHMM k 6 oAee 6AM3KOMy 3HaKOMCTBy. KpMCTMHa - TeM 6 oAee. Ccf>epbi mx 
MHT epecoB Apyr c ApyroM abho He nepeceKaAMCb. 

A KeM OHM 6blAM Ha CaMOM AeAe M HTO MM 6blAO Hy>KHO epeAM o6blHHblX AKDAeM 

- aaa Hee ocTaBaAOCb HacToameM 3araAKOM. Eme npM nepBOM BCTpene OHa 
cpa3y omyTMAa xoAOAHoe BeaHMe noTeHU,MaAbHOM onacHOCTM. Ohm, b cbokd 
onepeAb, oneBMAHO noHMMaAM, hto eM 6 biAo AocTyriHO co3epuaTb mx 
MCTMHH bIM 06 AMK M 3TO MM COBepilieHHO He HpaBMAOCb. 

Ho HMKaKMX LUarOB no OTHOLIieHMKD K "BMA^meM" MX AeByLLIKe Te He 
npeAnpMHMMaAM. Bo3mo>kho TeMHbie cymecTBa He CHMTaAM, hto OHa CMO>KeT 
npMHMHMTb mm BpeA- Co CBoeM CTopoHbi, bo BpeMfl onepeAHoro ceaHca 
MeAMTauMM OHa nonbiTaAacb 6biAO noAyHMTb cnpaBOHHyra MHcjjopMauMKD y 
"npoBOAHMKa": moa kto ohm m OTKyAa. Tot noA03pMTeAbHO MOAnaA. 

- OnflTb y MeHfl HeT AOCTyna. - c rpycTbra B3AoxHyAa KpMCTMHa. 

- CeMHac TBOfl 3HepreTMKa noAOLUAa k TOMy ypoBHKD, hto no3BOAaeT Te 6 e 
AeAMTbca era c ApyrMMM. - nepe3 HecKOAbKO MecaueB coo 6 luma en 



"npOBOAHMK", - Tbl MO>KeLUb MCLieAflTb AIOASM, Aapyfl MM HaCTMHKy Co6CTBeHHOM 
CMAbl. 

- McLieAATb Apyrnx? - yAMBMAacb oHa, - Ho KaK? 

- Co BpeMeHeM nOMMeiilb KaK. ToAbKO MMeM B BMAy, HTO He Bee 6oAe3HM 
TaKOBbIMM flBAflIOTCfl. M KpOMe TOrO, AeHeHMe HeKOTOpbIX M3 HMX AAfl Te6fl 
no-npe>KHeMy HeAOCTynHO. 

- rioflCHMTe no>KaAyMCTa. 

- Ecam ahm neAOBeKa coHTeHbi, 3HanMT oh y>Ke npoiueA cbom 3eMHoPi nyrb m 
noAoiueA k ero ecrecTBeHHOMy 3aBepujeHMio. M b 3tom cAynae, Bee 
3a6oAeBaHM>i, hto o6bNHo conpoBOKAatoT ero Ha 3aKaTe 6peHHoro 
CymeCTBOBaHMfl, M3AeHMTb HeB03M0>KH0. rioCKOAbKy Te AMLUb npM3BaHbl 
3aMacKMpoBaTb ecTecTBeHHbiM yxoA- Ho e>KeAM 6eAaa AeHTa >km3hm Bee eme 
MMeeT CBoe npoAOA>KeHMe, to TorAa noflBAflioTCfl m maHCbi Ha MCLieAeHMe. 
OnflTb TaKM, HKDaHCOB MHOrO M Ka>KAblM CAyHaM AOA>KeH paCCMaTpMBaTbCfl 
CTpOrO MHAMBMAyaAbHO. 

- ft KaweTCfl noHAAa... 

- TorAa noMMM ew,e oAHy Bemb. llocAe M3BAeneHMfl M3 TeAa 6oAbHoro 
HeraTMBHOM 3HepreTMKM Bbl3BaBLLieM 6oAe3Hb, Tbl B AKd6oM CAynae AOA>KHa 
6yAeiub npMHATb ee Ha ce6a. M TyT nepeA to6om B03HMKaioT ABa ocHOBHbix 
nyTM, KaK c HeM nocTynMTb. 06a ohm npeBaTbi, ho no-CBoeMy. Tbi MOKeiub, 
nponycTMB Becb HeraTMB nepe3 ce6a, MOMeHTaAbHO nepeKMHyTb ero Ha Aio6oro 
Apyroro neAOBeKa, M3 paAOM HaxoAfliUMXca. llepeHecTM, TaK CKa3aTb, c 
6oAbHoro Ha 3AopoBoro. OAHaKO HeM 3 to o6epHeTca aaa Te6a b nocMepTMM - 
HeM3BeCTHO. BTOpbIM CnOCo6oM Tbl MO>KeiUb nOCTapaTbCfl CMAOM Co6CTBeHHOM 
boam "3aracMTb" 6oAbHyio 3HepreTMKy BHyTpM ce6a caMOCTOATeAbHO. 3 to 
H eM36e>KHO Bbl30BeT B Te6e AOnOAHMTeAbHbie 3HeprO-nOTepM M B 3aBMCMMOCTM 
ot Tn>KecTM 3a6oAeBaHM?i, noTpe6yeT AonoAHMTeAbHoro BpeMeHM Ha 
BOCCTaHOBAeHMe AMHHOTO 3HeprO-6aAaHCa. 06blHHO, AAA 6oAbUJMHCTBa 
6oAe3HeM XBaTaeT HecKOAbKMX AHePi mam Aa>Ke nacoB. B oco6o ta>kkmx CAynaax, 
Tbi 6yAeLUb BOCCTaHaBAMBaTbca AOAro m McnbiTbiBaTb Te >Ke caMbie MyneHMfl, 

HTO M M3AeHeHHblM T 060 M HeAOBeK KOrAa-TO MCnblTblBaA CaM. Tbl Aa>Ke MO>KeLUb 
yMepeTb. ri03T0My 6 yAb npeAeAbHO BHMMaTeAbHOM M TI±|,aTeAbHO Bbl 6 MpaM, 

KOMy M HeM Tbl CTpeMMUJbCfl IIOMOHb. 

3aKpblB TAa3a M CKOHLieHTpMpOBaB CBOM BHyTpeHHMM B30p Ha 6oAbHOM 
neAOBeKe, AeByuiKa MorAa BMAeTb ero BHyTpeHHioio 3HepreTMKy b bmag 
OTT eHKOB ceporo UBeTa. CBeTAo-cepbiM toh BcerAa OTBenaA 3a 3AopoBbiM 
CTaTyc. HeM TeMHee u,BeT - TeM TaweAee 6biAa 6oAe3Hb. TaK>Ke no mx crycTKaM 
M 3aTeMHeHMflM MO>KHO 6blAO AOKaAM3MpOBaTb M MCTMHHbIM LieHTp 



3a6oAeBaHM*i. 


CaMOM xyALuePi CMTyaLiMM cooTBeTCTBOBaAa nepHaa aHepreTMKa. Ee KpMCTMHa 
BM3yaAbHO BoenpMHMMaAa b BMAe "nepHOM nAeceHM 1 ', hto nopa3MB HeKMM opraH, 
MHTeHCMBHO npoHMKaAa b ero nAOTb m co BpeMeHeM - npeBpamaAa b ce6e 
noAo6Hyio cy6cTaHumo. 

- HkiKorAa He 6epncb 3a AeneHMe 6oAbHbix nopa>KeHHbix nepHOM nAeceHbio! - 
CTporo npeAynpeAHA ee "npoBOAHMK", - ripo6AeMbi eto Bbi3biBaeMbie MMeioT 
BHe3eMHbie npMHMHbl M CAeACTBMfl. 

- Ho OTKyAa 3to no^BMAOCb b HaiueM Mkipe? - yAMBMAacb OHa. 

OTBeTa He nocAeAOBaAO. 

BoAe3Hb noAo6Horo poAa, Aa>Ke ripn BceM CBoeM weAaHMM, OHa BbiAeHMTb He 
MorAa. HepHbiM LiBeT noHTM BcerAa o3HanaA TepMMHaAbHyio CTaAmo TflweAoro 
HeAyra m b noAaBAfltomeM 6oAbiuMHCTBe CAynaeB 6biA xapaKTepeH aaa MHomx 
bmaob 3AOKa*-iecTBeHHbix onyxoAeM. 

MHorAa HaAMHkie nAeceHM BHyTpM nopa>KeHHoro opraHa coceACTBOBaAo c 
BecbMa apKMM CBeneHMeM ero BHeniHero KOHTypa. 3Ty npoTMBonoAo>KHOCTb 
KOM6MHai4MM KpMCTMHa o6bflCHflAa npMCyTCTBMeM B OpraHM3Me MCKyCCTBeHHO 
BBeAGHHOM b Hero nporpaMMbi Ha caMoyHMHTO>KeHMe. 

ripMHeM AaHHbIM, cjjaTaAbHbIM BapMaHT pa3BMTMfl Co6blTMM, M3HaHaAbHO B CyAb6e 
MHAMBMAyyMa abho OTcyTCTBOBaA. A 6biA Hao6opoT - npMBHeceH eMy 
HeecTecTBeHHbiM cnoco6oM m KeM-TO oneHb MorymecTBeHHbiM. 

- "Ho 3aHeM?" - oAHa>KAbi 3aAyMaAacb OHa. 

- ripMHMH MHOrO. - 3a3ByHaA TOAOC, - BHeiUHe, o6blHHO 3TO BblTAflAMT KaK 
MeCTb, B BMAe MHBOAbTaLIMM Ha 4»M3MHeCKyKD CMepTb. OAHaKO BHyTpeHHMe 
MOTMBbl MOryT 6blTb CaMbIMM pa3HblMM.‘ Kpa>Ka Hy>KMX, He npO>KMTblX AeT, C 
LieAbKD yAAMHeHMfl Co6CTBeHHOM >KM3HM, 3a6op Hy>KOM 3HepreTMKM AAfl AMHHOM 
3am,MTbl, MAM - C OAC>6peHMfl "BblCLUMx" - 6aHaAbHblM yAap B03Me3AMfl. 

- MMHyTKy! - BCTpeneHyAacb AeByi±iKa, - Bbi MHe caMM KorAa-TO cKa3aAM, hto 
yAAMHMTb CBOKD >KM3Hb HeB03M0>KH0, 6eAaa AeHTa He "pacTarMBaeTca". 

- Bee BepHO. PaCTflHyTb ee HeAb3fl. A BOT "npMLUMTb" K HeM AOnOAHMTeAbHblM 
KycoK Toro >Ke KanecTBa m xapaKTepMCTMKM mo>kho. Ho TOAbKO eAMHMLiaM 
AocTyneH TaKOM BapMaHT... 

Oaho o6cTOATeAbCTBO oco6eHHo CMAbHo oropnaAO. OHa COBepLUeHHO He 
MorAa noMOHb caMOM ce6e. Ecam m 3a6oAeBaAa, Aax<e no nycTAKaM, BpoAe 



6aHaAbHOM 3MMHeM npOCTyAbl, AAfl Bbl3AOpOBAeHMfl npMXOAHAOCb nMTb 
AeKapcTBa. Mam AeHMTbca HapoAHbiMM MeTOAaMM. OKCTpaceHCopMKa b ee 
amhhom CAynae coBepujeHHO He ASMCTBOBaAa. EyATO Ha Hen Ae>KaA HerAacHbiM 
3anpeT Ha MeueAeHMe caMOM ce6a. 

- rioneMy a He Mory noMOHb ce6e? - cnpocMAa OHa OAHax<Abi y "npoBOAHMKa". 

- TaKOB 3aKOH. - nOCAeAOBaA AaKOHMHHbIM OTBeT. 

MMMOAeTHoro B3rA^Aa Ha neAOBeKa 3aHacTyto 6biAO AOCTaTOHHO, HTo6bi OHa 
MOrAa C AerKOCTblO CKa3aTb, HTO ero >KAeT B 6AM>KaMI±IMe HeCKOAbKO AHeM. n P M 
KOHueHTpauMM BHyTpeHHero B3opa, OHa MorAa BecbMa tohho onpeAeAMTb: ecTb 
am cepbe3Hbie 3a6oAeBaHMfl. EbiBLUMe, TeKymMe mam 6yAymMe, ho TaK mam 
MH ane, M3HanaAbHO Ha ero >KM3HeHHOM nyTM nponMcaHHbie. 

KorAa agao KacaAocb ee co6cTBeHHoro 6yAymero, to KaK m co 3AopoBbeM, Bee 
6biAo b TAy6oKOM TyMaHe. riopoM caMy ce6a OHa omymaAa CAenbiM kotchkom, 
TopKaioinMMCfl b TeMHOTe. 3 tot KaHaA MHcJ>opMai4,MM 6biA noAHOCTbKD nepeKpbiT 
m OHa coBepujeHHO He npeACTaBAAAa, KaK ero mo>kho 6biAo 6bi OTKpbiTb. Toaoc 
b roAOBe npeAaTeAbCKM MOAnaA. 

KpoMe Toro, AGByLUKa no-npe>KHeMy He MorAa noHATb, b neM MCTMHHbiM cmnca 
ee cyLuecTBOBaHMfl b 3tom MMpe? 3aneM ePi, BonpeKM ee BOAe, 6biAM AaHbi Bee 
3TM CnOCo6HOCTM? 

KpMCTMHa Ha AMHHOM OnbITe M B IIOAHOM Mepe 0C03HaAa, HTO 3HaHMfl riAOA^T 
CKop6b. BMAeAa MHoroe M3 Toro, hto 6biAo HeAocrynHo npocTOMy B3opy. M 
OTHKDAb He BCerAa 3TO MOrAO 6blTb npMflTHbIM MAM paAOBaTb TAa3. M3HaHKa 
MMpa HanaAa MeAAeHHo npMOTKpbiBaTb nepeA HeM cbokd MCTMHHyra cyTb, 
AeMOHCTpMpyn ce6n bo Been LiioKMpyioLneM Kpace. M HMHero HeAb3fl 6biAo c 
3TMM nOAeAaTb, KpOMe KaK CMMpMTbCJI. 

Aa, OHa MorAa noAynaTb aAeKBaTHbie OTBeTbi Ha MHorne cbom Bonpocbi. Ho 
no-HacTOALueMy Ba>KHbie aaa Hee Bonpocbi nacTHoro xapaKTepa BcerAa 
ocTaBaAMCb 6e30TBeTHbiMM. OHa MorAa noMoraTb akda^m, M3AeHMBan mx HeAyrM. 
Ho b 3HepreTMHecKOM nAaHe 3Ta noMomb HMKorAa He npoxoAMAa aaa Hee 
6eccAeAHO. Aa m HanpaMyio CTOAKHyBLUMCb c (J>eHOMeHOM npeAriMcaHHOM 
CyAb6bl, OHa HaCTO MorAa Ha6AK>AaTb BCKD TAeHHOCTb M <j>aTaAbHOCTb 3eMHOrO 
6blTMfl. M eCAM KOMy-AM6o M3HanaAbHO 6blAO Cy>KAeHO yMTM M3 >KM3HM B CaMOM 
pacuBeTe cma, to c 3tmm y>Ke HMHero HeAb3fl 6biAO noAeAaTb. KoAb nyTb 
McnMcaH, to cnaceHMfl He oKa3biBaAocb. 

KorAa-TO OHa MeHTaAa o >KeHCKOM cnacTbe, ceMeMHOM yioTe m co6cTBeHHbix 
AeTflx. A Tenepb coBepujeHHO nepecraAa omymaTb b ce6e MaTepMHCKMM 
MHCTMHKT. floAOBafl >KM3Hb y Hee TaK>Ke noAHOCTbKD OTCyTCTBOBaAa. OHa y>Ke 



Aax<e He noMHMAa, KorAa b nocAeAHMM pa3 6biAa 6AM3Ka c My>KHMHOM. 


A Bee noTOMy, hto 3aH*iTMfl 3KCTpaceHCopMKOM m AeneHMe 3a6oAeBaHMM 
Tpe6oBaAM TpaT orpoMHoro KOAMHecTBa ncMXMHecKOM 3Heprnn. M OHa 
npMCnOCo6nAaCb TpaHCcjjOpMkipOBaTb Ha 3TM Hy>KAbl CBOKD, AOA>KHblM o6pa30M 
HepacTpaHMBaeMyio ceKcyaAbHyio 3HepreTMKy. Hto y Hee, KCTaTM, BnoAHe 
xopoLuo noAynaAOCb. Ho KaK AOAro 3 to motao npoAOA>xaTbCfl m k neMy b 
KOHL ie kohliob 6bi npMBeAo - OHa He noHMMaAa. 

TaK b noMCKe ce6a m CBoero MecTa noA coAHueM He3aMeTHO npoAeTeAo eme 
ABa roAa. 


T AaBa 7. 

KoHCTaHTMH. 

Cbom TpMAUaTb BTopoPi AeHb po>KAeHMfl KpMCTMHa (BnepBbie 3a nocAeAHkie 
HeCKOAbKO AeT) OTMeHaAa He B nOAHOM OAMHOHeCTBe, CMA« AOMa B KOMnaHMM c 
KOTOM, a C MOAOAbIM HeAOBeKOM B AeTHeM Kacjje. KoHCTaHTMH, TaKOBbIM 6blAO 
ero HOBOe MMfl, AyLUM B HeM He Ha*1A M 6blA TOTOB XOTb AeHb M HOHb HOCMTb Ha 
pyKax. M BeAb 6biAo 3a hto. 

ri03AHMM (JjeBpaAbCKMM BeHepOM ee BbIBeA M3 COCTOflHMfl MeAMTaLIMM 
HeO>KMAaHHblM 3BOHOK B ABepb. OHa HMKOTO He >KAaAa, n03T0My, HeXOTfl BCTaB 
c no3bi AoToca, no6peAa b npMxoxyio. Ha nopore CToriAa xoponio oAeTaa 
nO>KMAafl >KeHIHMHa C BCTpeBO>KeHHblM AMUOM M nOKpaCHeBLUMMM, - CyAfl no 
BceMy ot nacToro nAana, - TAa3aMM. 

- H3BMHMTe 3a CTOAb n03AHMM BM3MT, - BMHOBaTbIM TOAOCOM npOM3HeCAa OHa, 

- Bbi KpMCTMHa AAeKceeBHa? 

- Aa, 3 to a. - AeByniKa y>Ke AoraAaAacb, hto k HeM onnTb npMLUAM npocMTb o 
noMoinM. - y Bac ko MHe KaKoe-TO AeAO? 

- Aa. Ymoa^kd Bac! CnacMTe! - nyTb He nAana BOCKAMKHyAa OHa. - MeHfl 30ByT 
AHTOHMHa TpMLieHKO m mom eAMHCTBeHHbiM CbiH... Moe coKpoBMine... yMMpaeT! 
BpanM He cmotam eMy noMOHb... OAHa TOAbKo HaAe>KAa Ha Bac! 

- Ecam y>K BpanM He cmotam, to noneMy Bbi peLUMAM, hto CMory a? Aa m 
B oo6me, OTKyAa Bbi 060 MHe y 3 HaAM? -ycTaAbiM toaocom npoM 3 HecAa 
KpMCTMHa. 

OHa MaAOCTb He paccHMTaAa CMAbi, noAHMMaa Ha hotm nocAeAHero nauMeHTa: 
napaAM30BaHHyio ABeHaAuaTMAeTHioio AeBOHKy, ot kotopom TaK>Ke OTKa3aAacb 
ocjjMLiMaAbHafl MeAMLiMHa. EoAe3Hb BbmBMAacb HacTOAbKO cepbe3HOM, hto caMa 



6 biAa BbiHy>t<AeHa nepecnyp MeAAeHHO ot Hee OTXoAMTb m Tfl>t<eAo 
BoccTaHaBAMBaTbca. riocAe 3Toro OHa AaAa ce 6 e 3apoK Ha HeKOTopoe BpeMfl 
B006LUe He npMHMMaTb 60AbHblX. 

- KpMCTMHOHKa! 3Haio, Bbi HMKorAa He acjjmuMpyeTe cbomx cnoco 6 HOCTeM, 
MaAo Toro, Bbi 3anpeLuaeTe paccKa3bmaTb o ce 6 e Aa>xe TeM, Koro y>Ke 
MCUeAMAM. Bbi y>K npOCTMTe MeHfl M MOKD npHATeAbHHLiy. KorAa-TO Bbi ePi 
CMAbHO noMorAM, a OHa, bma« Moe rope, He CMorAa MHe OTKa3aTb m 
nopeKOMeHAOBaAa Bac. yMOAflio Bac nocMOTpeTb Mropa, ft yBepeHa, Bbi 
CMO>KeTe eMy noMOHb. 

- Hy hto >Ke, 30BMTe ero cioAa, - M3-3a riAana pa36nTOM ropeM MaTepM He b 
CMA ax CKa3aTb HeT, CMyLueHHo npon3HecAa OHa. 

MkiHyT nepe3 nflTb AHTOHMHa TpkmeHKO BMecTe c cynpyroM npMBeAM noA pyKM 
CMMnaTMHHoro My>KHMHy cpeAHero B03pacTa. Ecam 6 bi He ero cyxaa, KaK 
nepraMeHT, 6 AeAHaa KO>Ka, M3MyneHHoe xyAomaBoe amlio m noBfl3aHHaa 
aHTn 6 aKTepnaAbHafl MacKa c KanAAMM KpoBM Ha Hen, to Mropb 6 biA 6 bi 
HaCTOfllUMM KpacaBLieM. HtO-TO 6 oAbHO KOAbHyAO B rpyAM KpMCTMHbl M CepAUe 
3au4eMMAo KorAa yBMAeAa, b KaKOM nAaneBHOM noAO>t<eHMM tot HaxoAHTcn, m 
T orAa OHa no-HacroflineMy HaA hum oxaAMAacb. 

OAHaKO, eABa B3rAJiHyB Ha Hero oco 6 biM 3peHneM, AeByiuKa cpa3y oueHMAa bckd 
CT eneHb Tfl>xecTM ero coctoahma. BHyTpeHHMM B3opoM OHa pacno3HaAa HeKMM 
crycTOK ny>KepoAHOM 3Heprnn noHTM hto nepHoro LiBeTa, KOTopbiM noAHOCTbio 
nopa3MB 06 a AerKoro 6 oAbHoro, ycneA npoHMKHyTb b Tpaxeio m noA 6 npaACfl 
BnAOTHyiO K pOTOBOM IIOAOCTM. BHeiilHMMM CMMIITOMaMM 3TO COOTBeTCTBOBaAO 
KpaPiHe 3anymeHHOM craAMM Ty6epKyAe3a. 

KpMCTMHa 0Ka3aAacb b iioahom pacrepaHHocTM. OHa npeKpacHo noHAAa, hto 
CAynaPi 6blA KpMTMHeCKMM M AK)6afl HeBHMMaTeAbHOCTb C ee CTOpOHbl MOrAa 
AMLUb HaBpeAMTb ePl CaMOM. ripMHeM BnAOTb AO 4»aTaAbHOrO MCXOAa. Ho KOHTyp 
TeAa Mropa no-npe>KHeMy npoAOA>KaA apKO CBeTMTbca, HecMOTpa Ha 
4>M3MHecKoe yracaHMe. Hto BnoAHe 0AH03HaHH0 HaMeKaAO Ha to, hto 
MCTOHHMKOM erO CTpaA^HHM 6blAa CMAbHeMLJjafl nopna, HaCAaHHaa CO CTOpOHbl. 
A 3HannT - b cyAb6e ero hmkomm o6pa30M M3HanaAbHo He npormcaHHafl. TorAa 
eme ocTaBaAMCb uiaHCbi Ha 6AaronpnflTHbiPi mcxoa, nycTb m BecbMa 
pMCKOBaHHbie. 

- Xopoujo, - nocAe HeKOToporo pa3AyMbfl, B3BecnB Bee 3a m npoTMB, 

3aAyMHMBO npon3HecAa OHa, - ft nocTapaiocb noMOHb BameMy cbmy. ToAbKo 
bo3mo>kho Bee caokmtca TaK, hto MHe caMOM noTpe 6 yeTca y>Ke Bauja 
nOMOLUb... 


- 9\ CAeAaio Bee, hto Bbi CKa>KeTe! - nepe 6 nAa ee AHTOHMHa. - BbiAeHMTe m ft b 



AOAry He ocTaHycb. 

Mropb 6blA yCneLLJHblM TpMAU,aTMLLieCTMAeTHMM 4»MHaHCOBblM aHaAMTMKOM B 
KpynHOM ayAMTopcKOM areHTCTBe. AKD6nMeu >KeHi±i,MH m HanaAbCTBa, oh 
HeM3MeHHo noAb30BaAC?i noBbiujeHHOM nonyAapHOCTbio KaK y KOAAer no 
pa60Te, TaK M y OCTaAbHbIX 3HaKOMblX M Apy3eM. Bee 6blAM TOAbKO paAbl BMAGTb 
ero b CBoeM o6mecTBe m BcanecKM MCKaAM c hum Apy>K6bi. 

ByAyHM XOAOCTbIM M AOCTMmyB K CBOMM TOASM BeCbMa COAMAHOrO nOAO>KeHMfl 
b KopnopaTMBHoPi MepapxMM, My>KHMHa CASAaB Kapbepy HanaA noTMxoHbKy 
3aAyMbiBaTbca m o ceMePiHbix ueHHOCTfix. Ho b oaho xoAOAHoe AeKa6pbCKoe 
yTpo ero >KM3Hb nepeBepHyAacb c hot Ha roAOBy. Hm<orAa npe>KAe He 
>KaAy toinM Men Ha 3AopoBbe, Mropb BHe3anHO m coBepmeHHO 6ecnpMHMHHO 
nonyBCTBOBaA ce6a KpaPme nAOxo m He CMor bwmtm Ha pa6oTy. C 3Toro 
CaMOrO AHfl ero <]>M3MHeCKOe COCTOflHMe CTaAO TOAbKO CTpeMMTeAbHO 
yxyALuaTbca. 

rioflBMAacb nepMaHeHTHO-noBbimeHHafl TeMnepaTypa, BpeMeHaMM 
nepepacTatoLuafl b HacToainMM o3ho6. Ha pobhom MecTe bo3hmk cyxoPi KaweAb 
AepymMM ropAo m oneHb CKopo noiuAM nepBbie KpoBaBbie OTxapKMBaHMfl. A Bee 
TeAa HanaA KaTacTpocjjMHecKM CHMwaTbCJi. 

Bpanki AyniueM kamhmkm CTOAMLibi cpa3y AnarHOCTkipoBaAM 3anymeHHyio CTaAmo 
Ty6epKyAe3a m coBepiueHHO He noHMMaAM, KaK neAOBeK Mor TaK AOAro 
MmOpkipOBaTb nOCeLUeHMe 6oAbHMU,bl, npkl flBHOM HaAMHMM y Hero CTOAb 
CTpaniHbix CMMnTOMOB. A BepMTb b to, hto 3AopoBbe Mropa noniaTHyAOCb 
6yKBaAbHO 3a nocAeAHMe HecKOAbKO AHen, ohm KaTeropMHecKM OTKa3biBaAMCb. 
TaKOe 3KCTpeMaAbHO 6blCTpoe pa3BMTMe 6oAe3HM npOCTO He BnMCbIBaAOCb B MX 
HayHHyKD KapTMHy MMpa. 

EcTecTBeHHO, eMy npMLUAOCb yMTM c pa6oTbi b OTnycK Ha HeonpeAeAeHHbiM 
epOK. Hm pOAMTeAM, HM CaM OH TOAKOM He MOrAM nOHflTb, OTKyAa HM C Toro HM 
c cero B3AAocb 3 to HaBa>KAeHMe. Eme HeAeAKD Ha3aA 6yAynM a6coAtoTHo 
3AOpOBblM, MOAOAOM My>KHMHa BblTAflAeA TaK nAaneBHO, CAOBHO CTpaAaA OT 
Ty6epKyAe3a AOAme roAbi. 

BpaHM, CO CBOeM CTOpOHbl npMAarafl BCeB03M0>KHbie yCMAMfl, AMLLIb c 
HeAOyMeHMeM pa3BOAMAM pyKaMM M KOHCTaTMpOBaAM, HTO AyHLLie eMy OTHKDAb 
He CTaHOBMTca. Hao6opoT, nauMeHT npoAOA>KaA TaaTb Ha rAa3ax m yracaTb c 
Ka>KAblM AHeM Bee 6oAbl±ie M 6oAbl±ie. BmA^, hto OcjjMUMaAbHan MeAMLIMHa 
nacyeT nepeA 6oAe3Hbto Cbma m cjjaKTMHecKM He ocTaBAneT eMy LuaHCOB Ha 
Bbl3AOpOBAeHMe, MaTb OHeHb CMAbHO naAa AyXOM. 

HMKorAa He CHMTaBLuan ce6a peAMTM03H0M, AHTOHMHa coBceM 6 nao 



OTHaflBLUMCb, no6e>t<aAa CTaBMTb CBeHKy m noMOAMTbca 3a 3AopoBbe Mropa b 
6AM>KaMUjyKD uepKOBb. OAHaKO CBena noneMy-TO ynpflMO OTKa3biBaAacb ropeTb. 
OHa CMAbHO naAMAa, a nAaMn oroHbKa KopaBO m npMHyAAMBO M3BMBaacb, 
HeM3MeHHo 3aTyxaAO. 

AHTOHMHa 3a>KrAa HOByio, ho m Ta nonaAMB HecKOAbKO ceKyHA TO>Ke noTyxAa. 
TaK noBTopMAOCb HecKOAbKO pa3 m Ka>KAbiM pa3 c pa3HbiMM CBenaMM. TorAa 
nyBCTBya, hto Aa>Ke uepKOBHaa cpeAa bmammo hhhcm He >xeAaeT ePi noMOHb, c 
ropa m o6nAbi rpoMKO pacnAaKaBLUMCb, OHa Bbi6ex<aAa OTTyAa. 

no Aopore b 6oAbHMU,y Bee >Ke peujMAa OTAbiLuaTbca m ycnoKOMTbca 
rAe-Hn6yAb Ha AaBOHKe b CKBepe. He xoTeAa, HTo6bi Mropb bmaga ee c 
KpaCHbIMM M MOKpbIMM OT CAe3 TAa3aMM. 

- Hto c BaMM CAyHMAocb? Bbi TaK CMAbHO paccTpoeHbi... 

HeKaa ApeBHflfl CTapyLUKa c nepHbiM TpaypHbiM nAaTKOM Ha roAOBe He3aMeTHO 
OKa3aBLUMCb paAOM, BKpaAHMBO noMHTepecoBaAacb y Hee. 

He nonyBCTBOBaB HMHero noA03pnTeAbHoro b CTOAb BHe3anHOM noaBAeHMM 
He3HaKOMKM, HO MCflblTaB KOAOCCaAbHytO nOTpe6HOCTb BblCKa3aTbCfl o 
Ha6oAeBiueM, OHa Bee 6e3 yTaMKM paccKa3aAa tom o rope, Heo>KMAaHHo 
nocTMrmeM ee ceMbio. 

- Aoporaa mojr! - CKpnnyHMM toaocom BocKAMKHyAa CTapyuiKa. - Hto TyT eme 
HenoHflTHoro aaa Te6a? CrAa3MAM TBoero CbiHOHKa, nopny Ha Hero HaBeAM, 
OKaflHHbie! EcAM y>K M UepKOBHbie CBeHM ropeTb OTKa3blBaiOTCfl, TO 3TO BepHbIM 
npM3HaK, HTO KTO-TO HeAC>6pblM peLUMA erO CO CBeTa OKMTb! 

- Aa KaK >Ke TaK?! - McnyraAacb AHTOHMHa. - 3a hto eMy noAo6Hoe HaKa3aHMe? 
Aa m HeT y Hero TaKMx BparoB, HTo6bi co cBeTy OKMBaTb... 

- Ox! HnKorAa He y3Haenib HaBepHAKa. ToBopaT: "Hywaa Aywa noTeMKM"! - 
KaTeropMHHO B03pa3MAa OHa. - Aio6oBb KaKOM-HM6yAb AaMbi noAM OTBepr, 
AerKOMblCAeHHblM, BOT Ta OT OTHaflHMfl M nOLUAa He6oCb Ha KpaMHMe Mepbl... 
Ox, no>KMBeiub c Moe, eme m He TaKoe yBMAMLLib! Hero TOAbKO b 3tom >km3hm 
hm 6biBaeT! 

- Bor Tbi mom! noneMy MHe caMOM 3 to b roAOBy He npMUJAo! - BcnoAoiuMAacb 
AHTOHMHa, BcnoMHMB o BecbMa 6ypHOM moaoaoctm Mrop 9 \. - Hto Tenepb 
AeAaTb to? 

- nepBO-HanepBo, He TepaPi BpeMa! - CTporo CKa3aAa Ta. - CeroAHfl >Ke 
3a6npaM Cbma c 6oAbHMUbi, He noMoryT eMy TaM, Hao6opoT, eme 6biCTpee 
yrpo6flT. nocnpaniMBaM cpeAM 3HaKOMbix, MO>KeT 3HaeT kto ueAMTeAfl 
CMAbHOTO. MMeHHO K HeMy MAM M MOAM O nOMOmu! TOAbKO OH M nOMO>KeT. A 



Bee OCTaAbHbie TaK... TAynOCTM AMLUb HarOBOpflT... 

HecMOTpa Ha to, hto hhkotas paHbine He BepMAa b npoKAATMfl m nponne 
KOAAOBCKkie LUTyHKM, OHa BApyr (oneHb Heox<MAaHHO npe>KAe Bcero aaa caMOM 
ce6a) cpa3y AOBepMAacb peiuMTeAbHbiM CAOBaM CTapyuiKM. Ohm cmotam 
BH yniMTb ePi xoTb KaKyto-TO npM3paHHyto HaAe>KAy Ha MeueAeHMe cbiHa, to, Hero 
He MOTAM eM ASTb Ocj)MI4MaAbHbie CneUMaAMCTbl. 

B TOT >Ke AeHb BpaHM CaMM npM3HaAMCb B CBOeM 6eCCMAMM. OT03BaB B 
CTopoHKy, ohm AOAro noA6MpaAM Hy>KHbie CAOBa, Aa6bi pacKpbiTb nepeA 
6e3yTeLUHOM MaTepbio ropbKyto npaBAy o tom, hto asao rM6Aoe. BoAe3Hb 
nporpeccMpyeT, a Mropb MeAAeHHo yracaeT m Bp^A am oh npo>KMBeT AOAbine 
cAeAyioiUMX noATopbi-AByx HeAeAb. 

M TorAa no>KMAafl >KeHLu,MHa oKOHnaTeAbHo noHAAa, hto nopa 6paTb 
MHMU,MaTMBy b cbom pyKM. Oco3HaB, hto TpaAMLiMOHHaa MeAMLiMHa MCHepnaAa 
cbom bo3mo>khoctm m npM3HaB ce6a npoMrpaBLueM CTopoHOM - cnMcaAa ee 
eAMHCTBeHHoro Cbma co cneTOB, OHa TBepAo noTpe6oBaAa ocBo6oAMTb ero ot 
npMHyAMTeAbHoro Haxox<AeHMfl b 6oAbHMue. 

Moa, ecAM m cy>KAeHO eMy yMepeTb, to nycTb yMpeT b poahom o6cTaHOBKe m b 
Kpyry ceMbM. rioAriMcaB Bee Heo6xoAMMbie 6yMarM m asb rAaBBpany npMAMHHyio 
B3J1TKy, Aa6bl TOT yCKOpMA M CTAaAMA npOUeCC BbinMCKM, AHTOHMHa 3a6paAa 
Mropa aomom. 

AoMa OHa o63BOHMAa Bcex noApyr, cnpawMBaa o akda^x AenainMx 
HeTpaAMLIMOHHbIMM MeTOASMM M OT OAHOM M3 npMflTeAbHMLJ, y3HaAa O 
CymeCTBOBaHMM HeKOM MOAOAOM UeAMTeAbHMLlbl nO MMeHM KpMCTMHa. Ta 
AKo6bi toa Ha3aA ycneujHo BbiAenMAa cbma oahom ee 3HaKOMOM, ho npM 3 tom 
CT poro-HacTporo 3anpeTMAa tom KOMy-AM6o hto-am6o o ce6e paccKa3biBaTb. 

ycAbiujaB 3 to, AHTOHMHa 3aoHHO McnbiTaAa AOBepne m yBa>KeHMe k 
HeM3BeCTHOM eM AeByLUKe M HaCTOflAa, HT06bl npMflTeAbHMLia B KpaTHaMLUMe 
cpoKM y3HaAa ee aApec. Ha CAeAytoiUMM AeHb Hyx<HbiM aApec 6biA HaPiAeH. He 
Tepyifl BpeMeHM, OHa yAo>KMAa y>Ke He CToamero Ha Horax ot MCTOineHMfl Cbma 
Ha 3aAHee CMAeHbe ceMeMHoro aBTO, ycaAMAa cynpyra 3a pyAb m OTBe3Aa Mropa 
npflMMKOM k KpMCTMHe Ha KBapTMpy. 

KpMCTMHa a6cTparMpyacb ot BHeniHero MMpa AOAro MeAMTMpoBaAa, cnpaniMBaa 
y "npoBOAHMKa" Bee B03M0>KHbie nyTM peuieHMfl no M36aBAeHMK> ot HanacTM. 
OTBeTbl KOTOpbie OHa nOAyHMAa B CBOK5 OHepeAb CMAbHO ee 03aAaHMAM. 
HMKorAa npe>KAe eM He npMxoAMAocb 6paTbca 3a CTOAb 3anyTaHHyio m 
CAOKH ytO CMTyaLIMKD. 



MHTyMTMBHO OHa CMOrAa nOHyBCTBOBaTb, HTO 3aKa3HMUeM Ha CMepTb 6blAa 
HeKaa xKeHiuMHa, KOTopaa He MMeAa c MropeM 4»M3MHecKOM 6am30ctm. Xota, 
KOHeHHO, OTcyrcTBMe 6am3octm eme hm b KoePi Mepe He rapaHTMpoBaAO, hto 
Ta, HanpMMep, He MorAa 6bi wvieTb AOCTyna k ero amhhwm BemaM. Mam, hto 
6blAO 6 bl 3HaHMTeAbHO Xy>Ke, K 6MOAOrMHeCKMM >KMAKOCTflM. 

AorMHeCKM nOHMMaAa, HTO CTOAKHyAaCb C CBOeo6pa3HOM MeCTbKD, M 3Ta MeCTb, 
B CBOKD OHepeAb, 6blAa Bbl3BaHa OTBeprHyTbIMM AK>6oBHblMM npMTJmHMflMM. 
3rOMCTMHHblM npMHLIMn: "He XOHeLUb 6blTb MOMM, TaK He AOCTaBaMCfl HMKOMy!" 
yBbi, crap KaK MMp. OAHaKO, ecAM c 3aKa3HMLieM 6biAo 6oAee MeHee noHJiTHO b 
nAaHe ypOBHfl ee AMHHOCTHOTO pa3BMTMfl M ABM>KMMblX MOTMBOB, TO 
HenocpeACTBeHHbiM McnoAHMTeAb 3aKa3a npoAOA>KaA ocraBaTbca b TeHM. 
"ripOBOAHMK" OTKa3blBaACfl BblA^BBTb KaKyKD-AM6o MH(j>OpMai4MK> no 3TOMy 
noBOAy m AeByLUKa b onepeAHOM pa3 noHAAa, hto CTOAKHyAaCb c KeM-TO, 
no-HacTO^LueMy MorymecTBeHHbiM. 

KpMCTMHa AOAro o6AyMbiBaAa pa3Hbie nyTM peuieHMfl npo6AeMbi m npMLUAa k 
oAHOMy eAMHCTBeHHOMy, no ee MHeHMio BepHOMy cnoco6y. Ho npe>KAe Bcero, 
OHa AOA>KHa 6biAa nocoBeTOBaTbca c MaTepbio Mropa m noAyHMTb ee 
oAo6peHMe, a 3aoAHo m noMOLUb b coagmctbmm. CaMa 6bi He cnpaBMAacb. 

- AHTOHMHa, - CAerKa M3AaAeKa HanaAa OHa pa3roBop, KorAa weHLUMHa no 
nepBOM npocb6e MmoBeHHo npMMnaAacb k Hen aomom, - BaM 3HaKOMbi TaKMe 
noHATMfl KaK nopna, crAa3, npoKAATMfl? 

- HeT. Hy to ecTb, Aa. ft npaBAa He noHMMara mx cyTM, ho MHe npMxoAMAocb 
CAbiiuaTb o noAo6Hbix Bemax - HeyBepeHHo OTBeTMAa Ta. 

- Bauiero cbma nocTMTAa aHaAorMHHaa ynacTb. Ha Hero cneunaAbHo HaBeAM 
nopny, npnneM CMAbHeMiuero bmas. C MHBOAbTauMeM Ha CMepTeAbHbiM mcxoa. 
M cAeAaAM 3to Te, kto ero xopoiuo 3HaA. rioneMy? TyT cao>kho OTBeTMTb 
0AH03HaHH0, HO MOfl npaKTMKa M OnblT BCe >Ke nOACKa3blBatOT, HTO o6blHHO 
npMHMHbi KporaTCfl b Hepa3AeAeHHOM akd6bm. 

- Aa, a TO>Ke 06 3tom y>Ke noAyMaAa. - BCXAMnHyAa OHa. 

- y Bac ecTb noA03peHMfl, kto ero Mor TaK B03HeHaBMASTb? 

- y Mropa, KOHeHHO, 6biAO MHoro naccMM, hto ecTb to ecTb. Ho oh HMKorAa 
MeHfi oco6o He nocB^LuaA b cbom aMypHbie AeAa. - yHbiAo npoM3HecAa 
AHTOHMHa. 

- BMAMTe am b neM npo6AeMa. 3to MMeHHaa nopna. Co3AaHHaa aaa Hero 
nepcoHaAbHo. M y Hee, KaKMM 6bi CTpaHHbiM 3to hm Ka3aAocb Aa>Ke aaa MeHfl, 
coBepmeHHO OTcyTCTByeT o6paTHbiPi aApec! 



- HtO Bbl MMeeTe B BMAy? 

-To hto y nopHM, KaK m y o6biHHOM nocbiAKM, BcerAa MMeeTca aApec 
Ha3HaHeHMfl m aApec ompaBHTeAfl. l""lo nepBOMy M3 hmx AerKO mo>kho noHATb, 
AAA Koro OHa npeAHa3HaneHa, a no BTopoMy - KeM co3AaHa m MHMLiMMpoBaHa. 
TaK bot, CAynaPi c HropeM mo>kho CKa3aTb yHMKaAeH TeM, hto aApec 
OTnpaBMTeAfl HanMCTO OTcyTCTByeT. TyT abho nopa6oTaA HacToainMM MacTep 
ot nepHoro MCKyccTBa. yBbi, ft He Mory noHJiTb, KeM OHa 6biAa co3AaHa. 
CooTBeTCTBeHHO, ecAM Aa>Ke MHe m yAacTca ee M3BAenb, ft He CMory OTnpaBMTb 
ee Ha3aA no o6paTHOMy aApecy. A hm k KOMy ApyroMy OHa TaK>Ke He noMAeT, 
nocKOAbKy, KaK ft y>Ke CKa3aAa - nopna MMeHHaa. 

- M hto HaM AeAaTb? - norpycTHeAa AHTOHMHa. 

- EcTb oahh cnoco6 cj>opMaAbHO o6omtm 3to npenaTCTBMe. Ho TyT y>Ke Bee 
3aBMCMT OT BaC. 

- ft cAeAara Bee B03MO>KHoe m Aa>Ke HeB03MO>KHoe aaa Moero eAHHCTBeHHoro 
cbrna! 

- ripeKpacHo! AyMaio LuaHC ecTb, TaK KaK no momm MHTyMTMBHbiM 
omymeHMflM, npki co3AaHMM nopHM 6noAornHecKne MaTepnaAbi Mropa He 6 nam 
3aAeMCTBOBaHbi... 

- Hto 3to o3HanaeT? 

- ToAbKo to, hto ero KpoBb, cAKDHa, cnepMa... - 3anHyAacb KpMCTMHa, - a TaK>Ke 
hottm, BOAocbi m t.a. C03AaTeAeM nopHM He ncnoAb30BaAMCb. Oh, cyA^ no 
BceMy, orpaHMHMAca ero cjjOTorpacjjMeM, noAHbiMM MHMLiMaAaMM m bo3mo>kho 
AMHHOM BeLUbKD. A e>KeAM TaK, TO LUaHC Ha MCLieAeHMe Bee eme eCTb... 

- KaKOM? 

- Mbl AOA>KHbl CaMM CMMBOAMHHO y6klTb MrOpfl... 

- y6nTb Mropa?! - y>KacHyAacb no>KMAafl weHLUMHa. - Ho KaK TaK?! 

- He BOAHyMTeCb, ft MMeAa B BMAy C03AaTb eMy HOByiO AMHHOCTb, y6MB 
npe>KHKDKD. AHTOHMHa, ft He 3HaKD CMO>KeTe AM Bbl 3TO npOBepHyTb M XBaTMT AM 
BaM AeHe>KHbix cpeACTB, ho b KpaTnaMLUMe cpoKM, BceMM npaBAaMM m 
H enpaBAaMM, Hy>KHO cAeAaTb eMy Apyroki nacnopT, c a6coAioTHO HOBbiMM 
AaHHbiMM: HaAoroBbm HOMep, aApec nponMCKM, AaTa m MecTO po>KAeHMfl m 
OHO b nepByio onepeAb - Bee aoa>kho 6biTb ApyrMM! HTo6bi HMHero He 
coBnaAaAo c mx TeKymMMM 3HaneHMflMM... 

- 3to Bee? - noBeceAeAa OHa. 



-A BaM 3TO Ka>KeTCfl MaAO? - MCKpeHHe yAMBMAaCb KpMCTMHa. 

- KpMCTMHOHKa, AOHKa, - OHeHb Cepbe3HO OTBeTMAa eM AHTOHMHa, - ft 
KopeHHaa KkieBAflHKa m bckd >KM3Hb npo>KMAa Ha XpemaTMKe. 9\ MeHn TaM 
xopoiiiaa TpexKOMHaTHan KBapTkipa. 9\ cAeAato pa3MeH Ha ABywKy, Ha MeHee 
npecTM>KHbiM paPioH, ho AocTaHy Hy>KHbie AeHbm. Aawe ecAM He XBaTMT - b 
K paMHeM CAynae npoAaM, paAM cnaceHMfl eAMHCTBeHHoro Cbma MHe HMHero He 
>KaAKO. A CAeAaTb hobwm nacnopT Amub ynMpaeTca b onpeAeAeHHyio cyMMy 
AeHer, Tbi caMa npeKpacHO noHMMaeuib b KaKoe Bpeivm Mbi >KMBeM: Bee 
npoAaeTca m noKynaeTca. KpoMe Toro, mom Myx< ao BbixoAa Ha neHCMKD AeT 
TpHAuaTb npocAy>KMA b opraHax roc6e3onacHocTM, y Hero ao cmx nop 
OCTaAMCb KOe-KaKMe CBA3M... yBepeHa, OH CMO>KeT BbIMTM Ha "Hy>KHblx" HaM 
AKDAeM. 

- ripeKpacHO ecAM TaK, - o6AerneHHO B 3 AOXHyAa AeByuiKa, - TOAbKO MMeMTe b 
BMAy, HTO 06 3 TOM HMKTO He AOA>KeH 3 HaTb. HmKTO, KpOMe "Hy>KHblx" BaM 
AKDAeM! Bee OCTaAbHbie AOA>KHbl a6cOAKDTHO nOBepMTb B ero flKo6bl "CMepTb". 

M eme. rioKa Bbi 6yAeTe 3aHATbi ocjjopMAeHMeM, n 6yAy 6AOKMpoBaTb nopny, 
M30AMpoBaB ee 3HepreTMKy ot 3HepreTMKM caMoro Mropa. ToAbKO 
nOCTapaMTeCb yAO>KMTbCfl B HeCKOAbKO AHeM, MOMX CMA HaAOArO He XBaTMT 
CAep>KMBaTb CTOAb MOLU,HblM Hanop. 

KorAa nepe3 HeAeAKD AHTOHMHa paAocTHO coo6uj,MAa, hto HOBbie AOKyMeHTbi y 
Hee y>Ke Ha pyKax, CMAbi KpMCTMHbi 6 wam noHTM Ha MexoAe. He Tepaa BpeMeHM, 
oHa npoMHCTpyKTMpoBaAa xKeHiuMHy HacneT AaAbHeMiiiMx maroB mx o6meM 
CTpaTerMM. 

riepBO-HanepBo, b HecKOAbKMx ropoACKMx ra3eTax 6biAM nponenaTaHbi 
HeKpoAorM, nocBflineHHbie TparnnecKM m npe>KAeBpeMeHHO CKOHnaBLueMycfl 
MOAOAOMy neAOBeKy, c yKa3aHMeM ero noAHbix AMHHbix AaHHbix m c TpaypHbiMM 
4>OTOrpa4>MflMM B HepHOM paMOHKe. 

Bot Bcex 6AM3Ae>Kauj 1 MX uepKBflx 6biAM 3aKa3aHbi m meApo onAaneHbi MOAe6Hbi 
3a ynoKOM AyLUM pa6a 6o>Kbero Mropa, CTOAb paHo noKMHyBiuero 6eAbiM CBeT... 

BceM ero Apy3bflM m 3HaKOMbiM, a Taioxe KOAAeraM no pa6oTe, 6wam pa30CAaHbi 
MHAMBMAyaAbHbie npMrAauieHMfl Ha noxopoHbi. l""lo >KeAaHMKD poAMTeAeM Cbma 
"xOpOHMAM" B 3aKpblTOM rpo6y. B KaneCTBe 0<{>MI4MaAbH0M npMHMHbl CMepTM 
yKa3biBaAOCb ocTpoe o6ocTpeHMe Ty6epKyAe3a. Bee nponiAo AOBOAbHO rAaAKO 
M 6e3 CpbIBOB, nOCKOAbKy KpynHbie AeHe>KHbie nOAKynbl TBOpMAM C HyXKHbIMM 
AKDAbMM nyAeca noxAeme HacToaineM MarMM. A AHTOHMHa, 3aAO>KMB cbokd 
3AMTHyKD TpeniKy, c noMOLUbKD Myx<a neKMCTa oneHb yMeAO MorAa MrpaTb Ha 
CTpyHax HeAOBenecKOM CAa6ocTM. 

Ha noxopoHax Bee OTKpoBeHHO HeAoyMeBaAM: noneMy noAo6Hoe BOo6me 
np0M30l±IA0 C nblLLiyiUMM 3AOpOBbeM My>KHMHOM, OAHaKO npMHflB TOpbKyKD BeCTb 



3a HMCTytO MOHeTy, AKDAM MbICAeHHO C HUM nonpomaAMCb. M TOAbKO HeCKOAbKO 
neAOBeK, M3 HMCAa caMbix nocBflineHHbix, 3HaAM, KyAa Ha caMOM AeAe AeAca 
Mropb. 

A Mropb, CTaB KoHCTaHTMHOM, AOCTaTOHHO 6blCTpO CyMeA BblKapa6l<aTbCfl 
M3-noA nepHOM HanacTM, mcaachho ero no>KMpaBiueM. KaK TOAbKO KpMCTMHa 
nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto Bee 3HaBLUMe ero cbato yBepoBaAM b AMnoByto 
MHCLieHMpoBKy, a caM oh MeHTaAbHO OKMACfl co cbomm HOBbiM "fl", OHa npoBeAa 
oco6biM pMTyaA no M3rHaHMio M3 ero TeAa napa3MTapHOM cymHOCTM, KOTopaa 
Bee 3TO BpeMfl yCMAMflMM CaMOM AeByLUKM MCKyCCTBeHHO nOAAep>KMBaAaCb B 
COCTOflHMM KOHCepBaLlMM. 

Cpa3y nocAe M3maHMfl, OHa 3acTaBMAa napa3MTa noBepMTb b m6eAb CBoero 
HOCMTeAfl. A TaK KaK ero HOBafl AMHHOCTb AflpBe 6blAa HeM3BeCTHa M M3HanaAbHO 
npn ee co3AaHMM 6MOAorMHecKMM MaTepnaA Mropa McnoAb30BaH He 6biA, to 
cooTBeTCTBeHHo m AocTyna k 6biBi±ieM >KepTBe Ta y>Ke He MMeAa. 

TaKMM o6pa30M CblH AHTOHMHbl 6blA CnaCeH. EMy 6blA AapOBaH LUaHC >KMTb, HO 
npn ycAOBMM AMCTaHU,MpoBaHMfl (xotji 6 bi Ha nepBoe BpeMfl) ot npe>KHero 
o6pa3a >km3hm. Hto tot b AaAbHeMLueM m nocrapaACfl b noAHOM Mepe 
ocymecTBMTb. 

TeM BpeMeHeM, BHyTpM CaMOM KpMCTMHbl HTO-TO CMAbHO M3MeHMAOCb. OHa 
BApyr 3aHOBo oco3HaAa ce6a CAa6on weHiuMHOM, KOTopaa TaK>Ke McnbiTbiBaeT 
nOTpe6HOCTb Ato6MTb M 6blTb AKD6MMOM. BblXa>KMBafl KoHCTaHTMHa, CaMa Toro 
He 3aMenafi BAio6MAacb b Hero 6e3 naMATM. Bo3mo>kho, hto mmchho ee 
CMAbHbie HyBCTBa K HeMy M >KeAaHMe nOMOHb BO HTO 6bl TO HM CTaAO, BnAOTb AO 
caMono>KepTBOBaHMfl co6om, CbirpaAM ocHOBHyio poAb b ero MCLieAeHMM. BeAb 
OHa Aa>Ke m MbiCAM He AonycKaAa, hto MO>KeT no3BOAMTb eMy yMepeTb. 

A Ha TpMAUaTb BTopoM ee AeHb po>KAeHMJi, tot BApyr caM npM3HaAca, hto 
AyLUM b Hen He naeT m xoneT BMAeTb ee b KanecTBe weHbi m MaTepM cbomx 
6yAyLMMx AeTePi. 

KpMCTMHa npn akd6om MexoAe He CTaAa 6bi AeAaTb Ha Hero npMBopoT. KaK 
hmkto ApyroPi OHa npeKpacHO noHMMaAa, hto MCKpeHHOCTM nyBCTB 
HaCMAbCTBeHHOM npMBfl3KOM HMKOTA& He AOCTMHb. Ho yCAblLUaB npM3HaHMe B 
akd6bm CKa3aHHoe mm no amhhom MHMLiMaTMBe, MOMeHTaAbHO B3AeTeAa Ha 
ceAbMoe He6o ot cnacTba. He CTaB AOMaTbca m weMaHMTbca, OHa cpa3y 
npMHAAa n p e AAo>Ke h m e pyKM m cepAua. 

CBaAb6y Ha3HanMAM Ha KOHeu, mk>aa Toro >Ke roAa. KoHCTaHTMH 6AaroAapa 
ycneiiiHOM agaobom Kapbepe CHMTaAca BecbMa cocTOATeAbHbiM neAOBeKOM. Ho 
o6cTOATeAbCTBa ero nyAecHoro MCLieAeHMfl Tpe6oBaAM ot Hero noAHOM CMeHbi 



npe>KHero OKpyweHMfl. >Kn3Hb cjjaKTMHecKM 6biAo Heo6xoAHMO HanaTb c HyAfl. 

Ha ocraBLUMecfl c6epe>KeHMfl b oahom m3 K»KHbix ropoAKOB KpbiMa My>KHMHa 
KynMA AByxKOMHaTHyio KBapTMpy c bmaom Ha HepHoe Mope, b KOTopyio ohm m 
nepeexaAM. 06BeHnaAMCb b MecTHOM uepKByniKe, a oneHb CKpoMHyio CBaAb6y 
OTMeTMAM b TecHeMiueM ceMeMHOM Kpyry. 

ripMTOM, HTO CO CTOpOHbl HeBeCTbl BOo6lHe He 6blAO HMKaKMX pOACTBeHHMKOB 
m noApyr, BBMAy mx noAHoro OTcyrcTBMfl. Pa3Be hto kot To6Mac, KOToporo 
oHa, ecTecTBeHHo, 3a6paAa c co6om. Ot KoHCTaHTMHa npMcyTCTBOBaAM TOAbKo 
ero no>KMAbie poAMTeAM. Ohm, KaK m mx CbiH, AyLUM He na^AM b CBoePi HeBecTKe. 

Ka3aAOCb, Bee HanaAo CKAaAbiBaTbca BecbMa yAaHHO m >KM3Hb ASByuiKM o6peAa 
noAAMHHbiM CMbiCA. BnepBbie 3a MHoro AeT, OHa 3aHOBO nonyBCTBOBaAa ce6a 
KOMy-TO HyXKHOM, HaKOHeU,-TO M36aBMBLUMCb OT HyBCTBa TOTaAbHOTO 
oAMHonecTBa, hto npecAeAOBaAO ee ax< co CMepTM akd6mmom TeTyniKM. 

CKopo, oAHaKO, CAyHMAocb HeHTO KpaMHe HenpMflTHoe, KOCBeHHo Aaeiiiee eM 
noHATb, hto ee npoujAoe 6 yAeT HanoMMHaTb o ce 6 e BcerAa. M TaK npocTO y>Ke 
He OTnycTMT. 

B oAHy M3 rpo30Bbix HonePi HanaAa aBrycra, 3aHMMaacb c cynpyroM Aio6oBbio b 
nocTeAM, KpMCTMHa BApyr McnbiTaAa bmaghmc, ot y>Kaca KOToporo ee bcio 
nepeAepHyAo. OHa Ae>KaAa Ha cnMHe m Heo>KMAaHHO, b momcht KorAa BcnbiLUKa 
MOAHMM 3a OKHOM Ha MTHOBeHMe OCBeTMAa TeMHyiO KOMHaTy, yBMASAa 3a 
cnMHOM HaxoA^Luerocfl CBepxy KoHCTaHTMHa CTpaHHyio TpoMLiy no>KMAbix 
AtoAeM, KOTopbie 6oAee neM ABa roAa TOMy Ha3aA oneHb CBoeo6pa3HO ee 
MHMLIMMpOBaAM. 

AoBOAbHO flCHO OHa pa3rAAAeAa noAynpo3paHHbie 4>Mrypbi ApeBHeM CTapyuiKM c 
HepHbIM nAaTKOM Ha rOAOBe, >KeHLU,MHbl, HTO 6blAa B KpaCHOM KOC{)Te c 
nbILUHbIMM 30A0TMCTblMM BOAOCaMM M yrpiOMOrO CTapMKa B cj)ypa>KKe M HepHOM 
>KMAeTKe. Ohm ctoaam b noAyMpaKe y M3HO>Kbfl KpoBaTM m Aepx<a Apyr Apyra 3a 
pyKM BHMMaTeAbHO Ha6AK>AaAM 3a nOAOBbIM aKTOM MOAOAO>KeHOB. Ty6bl MX 
6e33ByHHO LUeBeAMAMCb, CAOBHO OHM HeMy-TO MOAMAMCb. 

BbirA^AeAM npM 3tom KaK TpexMepHbie roAorpaMMbi, HeBecTb OTKyAa 
B03HMKLLIMe nOCpeAM KOMHaTbl. KpMCTMHa BCKpMKHyAa M 3a>KMypMAacb. 
KoHCTaHTMH BCKOHMB C AO>Ka, HeMeAAeHHO BKAKDHMA B CnaAbHe CBeT. BMAeHMfl B 
MTHOBeHMe OKa MCHe3AM. 

CepAUe CMAbHO OKaAOCb M TOCKAMBO 3aHblAO. MHTyMTMBHO OHa nonyBCTBOBaAa, 
HTO AOA>KHO np0M30MTM HTO-TO OHeHb nAOXOe C ee HOBOM CeMbeM. yBMAeTb MX 
BnepBbie nOCAe MHMUMaUMM 0AH03HaHH0 MOTAO rOBOpMTb TOAbKO 06 oahom: b 
ee >km3hm onflTb rp^AyT nepeMeHbi. M BOBce He cj>aKT, hto k AynmeMy. 



OcTaBLuytoca nacTb hohm KoHCTaHTMH 6biA BbiHy>t<AeH ao yTpa yTeiuaTb m 
ycnoKaMBaTb pbiAaBiuyto HaB3pbiA KpMCTMHy. 


r AaBa 8. 

Bo3BpameHne. 

ripOnAaKaB BCIO HOHb M TOAbKO nOA yTpO 3a6blBLUMCb B TpeBO>KHOM CHe, OHa 
npocHyAacb y>Ke 6AM>Ke k o6eAy. Heo>KMAaHHoe BOAHeHMe oxBaTMAo AeByuiKy, 
ee TeAo 6ma mcakmm 03ho6 m CAerKa noATaiuHMBaAO. TaK m npoAe>KaAa b 
nocreAM ao Benepa CTapaacb hm o neM He AyMaTb, ycneB pa3Be hto k npMxoAy 
My>Ka y>KMH eMy npnroTOBMTb. 

KoHCTaHTMH nOCAe CMeHbl AMHHOCTM pa30M nOTepflA AOCTyn KO BCeM CBOMM 
npe>KHMM B03M0>KH0CTflM M CBfl3flM. 3AeCb, B MaAeHbKOM npMMOpCKOM 
ropoAHLUKe, eABa CMor ycTpoMTbca b nacTHoe oxpaHHoe npeAnpMflTMe. Ho m 
oco6o He nepe>KMBaA no 3TOMy noBOAy, >kmb ocTaAca m Ha tom cnacn6o. Ha 
nepBoe BpeMA TaKaa pa6oTa ero BnoAHe ycTpaMBaAa, a b 6yAymeM oh 
o6*i3aTeAbHO HTO-Hn6yAb npMAyMaeT m noAbimeT ce6e Ayn lu m m BapMaHT. 

- Aoporaa, Tbi y>Ke CAbimaAa MecTHyto HOBOCTb? - noueAOBaB >KeHy b meKy, 
B036y>KAeHH0 nporoBopMA My>KHMHa yca>KMBaacb 3 a ctoa. 

OHa AHLUb oAapMAa ero HeAoyMeHHbiM bsta^aom. 

- ripeACTaBb ce6e, M3 MecTHoro poAAOMa MAaAeHU,a noxMTMAM, -ynAeTaa 
6eKOH coo6luma ePi cynpyr, - 3tom HOHbio, ara. Hy a y mmamlimm, KaK o6bNHo, 
HeT HMKaKMx 3aij,enoK! 

- Ho kto?! - nonyBCTBOBaB KaK KOAbHyAo b cepAue, Mopmacb ot 6oam 
BOCKAMKH yAa OHa. 

- 3araAKa aaa Bcex! Pe6eHOK poAMAca BHepa BenepoM, a y>Ke nepe3 HecKOAbKO 
nacoB ero m CAeA npocTbiA. Hmkto, hm nepcoHaA 6oAbHMLibi, hm KaMepbi 
6e3onacHOCTM, HMHero He 3aMeTMAM m He 3acf>MKCMpoBaAM. Bee b LUOKe ot 
CA yHMBLuerocfl. 

- Bo>Ke, KaKoe HecnacTbe! A MaTb, hto c HeM? 

- no CAyxaM, HecnacTHajq 6beTca b MCTepMKe. ToBopaT, to 6wa ee nepBeHeu... 

HanaAo aBrycTa AePicTBMTeAbHO LUOKMpoBaAO Bcex ropo>KaH BecbMa 
HeTMnMHHbiM aaa ashhom MecTHOCTM npoMCiiiecTBMeM. Aaa COHHOrO TOpOAKa 
npecTynAeHMe noAo6Horo poAa CTaAo HacToamePi ceHcauMeM. A Bee noTOMy, 
HTO MeCTHbie >KMTeAM B OTAMHMe OT o6MTaTeAeM MeranOAMCOB, - He TOBOpfl 
y>Ke o caMOM CTOAMue, - k cnacTbio 6biAM He camlukom M36aAOBaHbi 



pa3HOo6pa3MeM KpMMMHaAbHOM >KM3HM 3a OKHaMM Co6CTBeHHblX KBapTMp. 

no TeAeBMAeHMKD, KaK o6blHHO, nOTOK HeraTMBHbIX HOBOCTeM CO Bcero Mkipa 
AMACfl Ha hmx eweAHeBHO. OAHaKO noBceAHeBHaa peaAbHOCTb BcerAa 
OKa3blBaAaCb Ha nop^AOK CnOKOMHee Tex Co6blTMM, O KOTOpbIX TpaAMLIMOHHO 
npMBblKAM CTpamaTb C TB 3KpaHa. 

noaTOMy M BeCTb O MCHe3HyBLUeM HOBOpO>KAeHHOM Cpa3y CTaAa M3Alo6AeHHOM 
TeMOM aaa o6cy>KAeHMM m cnAeTeH bo Bcex noAbe3Aax m ocTaHOBKax ropoAa Ha 
6AM>KaMiiine HecKOAbKO AHePi. A OTcyTCTBkie y npaBooxpaHMTeAbHbix opraHOB 
KaKMX-An6o 3au,enoK k AeAy, eme 6oAbiiie noAAMBaAO MacAO b oroHb m 
6yAopa>KMAo co3HaHne o6biBaTeAePi. 

HaxoAHBLUMecfl Ha AewypcTBe MeAcecTpbi m 6AeAHbiM, c TpacymMMMCfl ot 
BOAH eHMfl pyKaMM TAaBBpaH OTAeAeHMfl HMHeM nOMOHb CAeACTBMKD TaK M He 
CMOTAM. nOCKOAbKy CaMM TOAKOM He nOHMMaAM, KaK nOAo6HOe BOo6lJ4e MOTAO 
np0M30MTM B MX 6oAbHMLJ,e. nOXMLUeHHbIM MAaASHeLl, B OTAMHMe OT 
6oAbLUMHCTBa ApyrMX, pOAMACfl a6cOAKDTHO 3AOpOBblM M C npeKpaCHbIMM 
4»M3MHeCKMMM 3aAaTKaMM. Oh HaBepHflKa MOT 6bl CHMTaTbCfl o6pa3U,OBblM 
MaAbiLUOM no BceM noKa3aTeAAM, ecAM 6bi He Mcne3 TaK BHe3anHo m 6e3 CAeAa. 

K CAOBy CKa3aTb, ero hmkto m HMKorAa 6oAbi±ie He bmaca: hm >KMBbiM, hm 
M epTBbIM. 

KpMCTMHa cpa3y nonyaAa b 3tom AeAe HeHTO HeAaAHoe. OHa MHTyMTMBHO 
nbiTaAacb 6biAO HacTpoMTbcn Ha npecTynAeHMe m ohmctmb pa3yM CTaAa 3aAaBaTb 
"npoBOAHMKy" Hy>KHbie Bonpocbi. Ho c yAMBAeHMeM BApyr o6Hapy>KMAa, hto tot 
TO>Ke KyAa-TO nponaA. C 3Toro caMoro aha ero toaoc He npo^BMA ce6a hm 
pa3y, HTO 6blAO, KOHeHHO, AAfl Hee HecKOAbKO CTpaHHbIM M OAHOBpeMeHHO, 
HeMHoro nenaAbHbiM o6cTOATeAbCTBOM. OHa, OKa3biBaeTca, CMAbHO ycneAa k 
HeMy npMBbiKHyTb 3a nocAeAHMe Aaa roAa. 

Ho BCflKMM pa3 KorAa KpMCTMHa AyMaAa o noxMineHHOM MAaAeHLie, OHa 
<j)M3MHeCKM OmymaAa B03HMKaK>W,MM B TpyAM HenpMflTHbIM XOAOAHbIM KOMOK, a 
cepAue b 3to Bpeivm 3anoAHAAa yHbiAaa TOCKa. Ot HaKaTa noAo6Hbix nyBCTB 
BcerAa xoTeAocb noe>KMTbCfl m pa3pbiAaTbca. M TorAa MHTyMTMBHO OHa noHAAa, 
hto pe6eHKa y>Ke HeT b >kmbwx, m hto 3a6paAM ero c oahom eAMHCTBeHHOM 
LieAbKD -y6MTb. npMHeM y6MTb pMTyaAbHO, npMHeCfl B >KepTBy B o6MeH Ha 
KaKyKD-HM6yAb ycAyry mam >KeAaHMe. 

K TOMy >Ke, ee CMAbHO HaCTOpa>KMBaAO TO, HTO nOXMLUeHMe np0M30LUA0 B HOHb, 
KorAa OHa yBMAeAa HenpMflTHoe BMAeHMe AByx BeAbM m KOAAyHa. OHa 
OnaCaAaCb CBJ13blBaTb 3TM Co6blTMfl Me>KAy C060M, HO KaK Ha3AO, MHTyMLIMfl 
HaCTOMHMBO M HeyCTaHHO CTaAa HaMeKaTb Ha MX B03MO>KHyiO CBfl3b. OAHaKO 



o6cy>KAaTb c My>xeM B03HMKLUMe y Hee noA03peHMfl AeByuiKa He pMCKHyAa. Oh, 
HeCMOTpfl Ha HyTKOCTb M LUMpOTy B3rAflAOB, He 6blA nOAXOA^I-UMM AAfl 3TOTO 
HeAOBeKOM M He COBCeM MOr 0C03HaTb TO, HTO OHa MMeAa B BMAy. 

A nepe3 Mecflu Heo>KMAaHHO nonyBCTBOBaAa ce6a b noAo>xeHMM. OHa BcerAa 
3AMAaCb Ha AMHHyKD HeCn 0 C 06 H 0 CTb BMASTb Co6CTBeHHOe 6yAymee. ri03T0My o 
3apo>KAeHMM BHyTpki ce6a hobom >km3hm en noHanaAy HaMeKHyAO OTcyTCTBMe 
MecflHHbix. TecT Ha 6epeMeHHOCTb, a BOBce He 3KCTpaceHCopHaa cnoco6HocTb 
K npOBMASHMKD, OKOHHaTeAbHO 3TO IIOATBepAHA. 

C rpycTbto aaa ce6a OHa TaK>Ke oco3HaAa, hto AMLUMAacb m Tex cnoco6HOCTeM, 
KOTopbiMM o6AaAaAa npex<Ae. Aap MeueAeHMfl, AMamocTMKa 3a6oAeBaHMM, 
npocMOTp amhmm >km3hm - Bee 3to pa30M OKa3aAOCb BHe ee AOCTyna. no Been 
bmammoctm, (j>opMMpyK>mMMCfl b yTpo6e nAOA OTHMMaA Bee ee ncMXMHecKMe 
CMAbl Ha CBOM pOCT M pa3BMTMe, M Ha BpeMfl npeBpaTMA KpMCTMHy B 
coBepujeHHo o6bNHoro neAOBeKa. 

BepeMeHHOCTb, k cAOBy CKa3aTb, npoTeKaAa HecriOKOMHO. nocAe BToporo 
MeCflLia ee HaHaA M3MaTblBaTb nepMaHeHTHbIM T0KCMK03 Bbl3blBaiOmMM pBOTy m 
roAOBOKpy>KeHMe. nojiBMAacb Hpe3MepHaa yTOMAaeMOCTb. no HonaM nacTeHbKO 
CHMAMCb TpeBO>KHbie CHbl, KOTOpbie OHa TOAKOM nepeCTaAa 3anOMMHaTb M OT 
KOTopwx BHe3anHo npo6y>KAaAacb, 6yAynn bca b amiikom noTy. M Amub 
npMcyTCTBMe p^aom MkipHO cnamero cynpyra npMAaBaAo ePi HeMHoro 
MOpaAbHbIX CMA M HaAe>KAbl, HTO BCe y HMX CAO>KMTCfl xopoiiio. 

KoHCTaHTMH, KCTaTM, BeCbMa 6ypHO OTpearkipOBaA Ha HOBOCTb, HTO CKOpO 
CTaHeT otuom. Oh 6e3yMHO ak>6ma KpMCTMHy, KorAa y3HaA o ee MHTepecHOM 
noAO>KeHMM, to nyTb c yMa He comeA ot cnacTbfl. Bmaa ero 6e3MflTex<HO 
paAOCTHbIM OT OAHOM TOAbKO MbICAM, HTO B MX CeMbe BCKOpe 0>KMAaeTCfl 
nonoAHeHMe, OHa Bee HMKaK He peujaAacb noAeAMTbca c hmm TpeBO>KHbiMM 
OLuymeHMflMM m BHyTpeHHMMM CTpaxaMM. He xoTeAa b ero rAa3ax Ka3aTbca 
nepecnyp MHMTeAbHOM, Aa m amiuhmm pa3 o6ecKypa>KMBaTb ero cbommm 
T apaKaHaMM b roAOBe. 

nOCKOAbKy AAfl KpMCTMHbl (KaK, BnpOHeM, M AAfl KoHCTaHTMHa) 3TOT pe6eHOK 
6biA 6 bi nepBeHeu b mx >km3hm, tot cpa3y HacTOflA, HTo6bi OHa peryAapHO 
OTMenaAacb b MecTHoPi noAMKAMHMKe, Aep>Ka noA noAHbiM KOHTpoAeM Bee 
pa3BMTMe 6epeMeHHOCTM. AoraAbIBaAaCb, HTO HOCMT ASBOHKy, HO HT06bl 6blTb 
yBepeHHOM b 3tom OKOHHaTeAbHO, k KOHuy rmToro MecflLia cAeAaAa Y3M. 
OnpeAeAMTb noA nAOAa 3KCTpaceHCopHbiMM MeTOAaMM y>xe He noAynaAocb. Bee 
CnOCo6HOCTM 6blAM >KeCTKO 3a6AOKMpOBaHbl. 

TaK He3aMeTHO npoAeTeAM AeBflTb MecaueB. HacTynMA KOHeij, anpeAfl 2013 
roAa. no Mepe npM6AM>xeHMfl k 3tom AaTe, OHa craHOBMAacb Bee 6oAee 
MpaHHOM M HaCTOpOXKeHHOM, npeKpaCHO nOMHfl CBOM COH npo TaMHCTBeHHOe 



KAaA6nme. OHa ao cmx nop He npmuAa k 0AH03Ha*HH0My MHeHMra, KaK ePi 
CAeAyeT TpaKTOBaTb AaHHoe BMAeHMe. AeByuiKa 6biAa b noAHOM 
3aMei±iaTeAbCTBe, a TpeBora c Ka>KAbiM AHeM Bee CMAbHee OKyTbiBaAa ee pa3yM. 

Ho HecMOTpa Ha Bee 3tm o6croflTeAbCTBa, OHa no-npe>KHeMy M36eraAa 
nocB^maTb KoHCTaHTMHa b CBoe BHyTpeHHee cocroaHMe. A oh, npn3HaTbca, 
xoTb m akd6ma ee MCKpeHHe m BceMM 4»n6paMM AyLUM, ho caM, noneMy-TO, 
nepecTaA 3aMenaTb, hto BOAHeHMe MeAAeHHO oxBaTbiBaeT cynpyry, AeAaa ee 
M3AMLLIHe nyrAMBOM M HepB03H0M. B CBoe BpeMfl OH TaK>Ke He MOr 
nonyBCTBOBaTb m nacTbie ee npo6yx<AeHMfl ot HOHHbix KOLUMapoB. 

OnepeAHoPi nAaHOBbiM bm3mt k Ha6AraAarameMy Bpany asa ePi noHATb, hto 
poAbi MoryT HanaTbcn b ak>6om momcht c ABaAuaTb agbatoto anpeAfl no 
nepBoe Mas. B OTAMHMe ot 4>M3MOAorMHecKMX TpyAHOCTen nepBbix MecaueB, 
Tenepb Bee boluao b HopMy m xoa 6epeMeHHOCTM npoTeKaA BecbMa crAa>KeHO, a 
Bpan, cooTBeTCTBeHHO, He BMASAa aaa Hee HaAo6HOCTM Ao>KMTbCfl Ha 
npe>KAeBpeMeHHoe coxpaHeHMe. 

PoAHAbHOe OTAeAeHMe MeCTHOM 6oAbHMI-lbl HaXOAHAOCb AOCTaTOHHO 6AM3KO k 
mx Merry >KMTeAbCTBa. A TaK KaK po>KaTb OHa AOA>KHa 6biAa BnepBbie m B03pacT 
y>Ke BbiLueA 3a paMKM onTMMaAbHoro, aoktop Hao6opoT coBeTOBaAa ePi KaK 
mo>kho name 6biBaTb Ha CBe>KeM B03Ayxe, coBepwafl, HanpMMep, peryAapHbie 
nporyAKM BAOAb Ha6epe>KHOM. EAaro, hto noroAHbie ycAOBMfl Ha rare CTpaHbi 
HyAecHbiM o6pa30M k 3TOMy pacnoAaraAM. 

KpMCTMHa Mcne3Aa BHe3anHo. TpMAUaToro anpeAa OHa BepHyAacb c He6oAbuiOM 
yTpeHHen nporyAKM b ropHOM napKe, KyAa My>K cbo3ma ee Ha amhhom aBTO, 
3aTeM oAHa noAHAAacb b KBapTMpy Ha TpeTMM 3Ta>K. KoHCTaHTMH 3arHaA 
ManiMHy b rapa>K m AecflTbra MMHyTaMM no3>Ke TaraKe noAHflAca HaBepx, oAHaKO 
o6Hapy>KMA coBepnieHHo nycTyra WMAnAomaAb. 

YAMBAeHHO OH o6oiiieA BCe KOMHaTbl, HO >KeHbl HMTAe He OKa3aAOCb. My>KHMHa 
He CMor 3aMeTMTb HMnero Heo6bNHoro, KpoMe crpaHHoro noBeAeHMfl To6Maca. 
ByAyHM Becb B3bepomeHHbiM, c McnyraHHbiM bmaom m noA>KaTbiMM ymaMM, kot 
3ao6ho LUMneA m >KaAo6Ho MJiyKaA, naAflCb Ha 6oAbiuoe CTapoe 3epKaAo 
BMCflLuee b npMxo>KeM Ha CTeHe. 

KpMCTMHa b CBoe BpeMfl KaTeropMHecKM 3anpeTMAa eMy 6paTb hto-am6o m 3 
BemeM c ero CTOAMHHbix anapTaMeHTOB. M HTo6bi coBceM He nepee3>KaTb 6e3 
HMHerO M He 6blTb BblHy>KAGHHblMM npMo6peTaTb BCe C HyAfl, OHa 
npeAycMOTpMTeAbHO 3a6paAa Becb MHBeHTapb co CBoero npe>KHero >KMAMina. 
BKAranaa m to 3AonoAyHHoe 3epKaAO, nepeiueAUJee eM no HacAeACTBy ot 
T eTyujKM. 





OHHyBLUMCb ot rAy6oKoro o6MopoKa, oHa o6Hapy>KMAa ce6a Ae>xameM Ha 
cnMHe, coBepmeHHo roAoPi, c o6e3ABM>xeHHbiMM pyKaMM m HoraMM. rioBepTeB 
toaobom, OHa noHAAa, hto Ae>KMT Ha neM-TO TBepAOM, BHyTpki 6oAbiuoro 
KpacHoro Kpyra c BnMcaHHoPi b Hero LuecTMKOHeHHOM 3Be3AOM, no nepMMeTpy 
KOToporo 6biAo paccTaBAeHHO MHO>KecTBO ropflLMMX CBenePi M3 KpacHoro BOCKa. 

PyKM m Horn AGByniKM KO>KaHbiMM peMHAMM 6biAM HaMepTBO npMCTemyTbi K 
noAy m pa3HeceHbi no BepuiMHaM 3 tom 3Be3Abi. Eme OAHa M3 BepniMH 
npnxoAHAacb Ha roAOBy, nocAeAHaa - ocTaBaAacb cbo6oahom. OHa 6biAa b 
aKKypaT nocepeAMHe, Me>KAy ee LUMpoKO pa3ABMHyTbiMM m CAerKa comyTbiMM b 
KOA eHflX HoraMM. Ee CMAbHO MyTMAO. 

KorAa co3HaHne BepHyAocb k Hen oKOHnaTeAbHo, KpMCTMHa BcnoMHMAa m 
3HaKOMyiO o6CTaHOBKy KOMHaTbl, B KOTOpOM Tenepb HaXOAHAaCb. 3tO 6blAa Ta 
caMaa AepeBeHCKaa M36a, c hm3kmm AspeBnHHbiM noTOAKOM m 6oAbLUOM 
pyccKoPi neHKOM b yrAy, rAe KorAa-TO m npon30LUAa ee MHMLiMauMfl Ha BeAbMMH 
nyTb. 

riapy MrHOBeHMM cnycTfl, OHa yBMASAa m Tex, kto b onepeAHoPi pa3 CTaAM 
npMHMHOM ee noxMineHMfl. C yx<acoM y3HaAa b hmx cbomx npe>KHMX 3HaKOMbix: 
ApeBHtoio, CMopLueHHyto CTapyxy b nepHOM TpaypHOM nAaTKe, >KeHLU,MHy b 
K pacHOM KOc|)Te, MpanHoro CTapMKa b >KMAeTKe m canorax. Bee Tpoe cmagam 3a 
KpyrAbIM CTOAMKOM B ApyrOM KOHUe nOMemeHMfl M C flBHbIM yAOBAeTBOpeHMeM 
BHMMaTeAbHO ee paccMaTpMBaAM. 

- Hy 3ApaBCTByPi. - CKpnny*HMM m Top>KecTBeHHbiM toaocom npon3HecAa 
HaKOHeu CTapyxa, bmaa hto Ta OKAeMaAacb. - Bot m HacTaA tot BeAMKMpi AeHb, 
KOTopbiM Mbi Bee c HeTepneHMeM >KAaAM nocAeAHMe TpMAUaTb neTbipe roAa. 
OcTaAocb, npaBAa, eme coBceM nyTb nyTb m... 

- Hto Bee 3to 3HannT?! - nepe6nAa ee paAOCTHyio penb HacMepTb 
nepenyraHHaa KpMCTMHa. - Kto Bbi TaKMe?! Hto a TyT AeAaio?! 

- He BOAHyMCfl, ASTOHKa. - npMTOpHO-AaCKOBO OTBeTMAa OHa. - Tbl 3AeCb, 
noTOMy hto TBoe npeAHa3HaneHMe 6biTb 3Aecb. M CKopo Tbi caMa Bee 
noMMeiiib... 

- Hto BaM ot MeHfl HaAo?! TAe mom Myx<?! 3aneM Bbi npMTainMAM MeHfl ckw?! 
MHe CKOpO pO>KaTb, pa3Be Bbi He BMAMTe B KaKOM a nOAO>KeHMM?! 

- ripeKpaCHO BMAMM, ASTOHKa. MMeHHO n03T0My Tbl M 3AeCb. riocKOAbKy Te6e 
CKOpO pOH<aTb... 

- Aa HTO Bbi OT MeHfl XOTMTe?! 

- Hy hto >k. 9\ He 6yAy re6a AOAro MyHMTb m paccKa>Ky to, hto tm, ynMTbiBaa 
o6cTOATeAbCTBa, cnycTfl CTOAbKo AeT 3acAy>KMAa TaKM y3HaTb. - CKa3aAa 



CTapyxa, CAerKa OKaAMBiimcb HaA o6eccMAeBLueM b noTyrax copBaTb peMHM c 
pyK m Hor, pacnaTOM Ha noAy Kpmctmhom. 

- Tboa 6a6yniKa, - HanaAa oHa cbom paccKa3, - KpMCTMHa reHpMxoBHa, b CBoe 
Bpeivm 6biAa >KeHLUMHOM oneHb He npocroM.... OHa 6biAa BeAbMOM, npMHeM 
caMOM HacTOflinePi! llpaBAa, CTaAa era He c po>KAeHMfl, a no3>Ke. PoAHAacb OHa b 
caMOM HanaAe ABaAuaToro BeKa m poaom npoMexoAMAa M3 o6pyceBiiinx 
noBOA>KCKMX HeMLieB, npeAKOB KOTopbix caMa EKaTepMHa cbommm MaHHcf>ecTaMM 
npkirAacMAa c repMaHCKMX 3eMeAb b PoecMMCKyio MMnepmo. l"lpo>KMBaAa ee 
ceMbfl b 6oAbLiioM HeMeuKOM noceAeHMM, rAe-TO b rAy6nHKe CaMapcKOM 
ry6epHMM m CHMTaAacb BecbMa 3a>KMTOHHOM. Tbom npaAeA, TeHpMx UlTOAbLi, 
MMeA co6cTBeHHbie kohkdluhm m pa3BOAHA nopoAHCTbix AouiaAeM. KpoMe Toro, 
BAaAeA OH 6oAbLUMMM HaAGAaMM 3eMAM, TAe BbipaLUMBaA mueHHLiy M AHMeHb. B 
xopoume BpeMeHa Ha Hero 6aTpaKOB cto pa6oTaAO, a 6biBaAo m no6oAee. 

BbiAM m nocroflHHbie pa6oTHMKM. IIommmo TBoePi 6a6yniKM, y Hero 6nao eme 
Tpki Aonepn m ABa cbma. Bee agtm cbi3MaAbCTBa npMyneHbi k TpyAy, k nopaAKy, 

K Heo6xOAHMOCTM o6eCneHMBaTb AOCTaTOK B 6oAbliiytO M Apy>KHyiO CeMbKD. 

- OAHaKO riepBaa MkipoBaa BHecAa orpoMHeMLUMM xaoc b mx ceMeMHbiM yKAaA- 
OKTfl6pbCKaa PeBOAKDUMfl, a BCAeA 3a Hen m HaHaBiuaflCfl T pa>KAaHCKaa BOMHa - 
eme 6 oAbiiie ycyry 6 nAM noAOweHMe, ocHOBaTeAbHO pa3opnB CTaporo TeHpMxa 
m npMHeca eMy HOBbie 6 eAbi m pa3onapoBaHMfl. Eme b HeTbipHaAuaTOM roAy 
CbIHOBbfl 6 blAM npM3BaHbl Ha 4>pOHT, TAe BCKOpe M nOrn 6 AM. BoAbLUeBMKM, 
npMAfl k BAacTM m HanaB pacKyAaHMBaHMe, k KOHLiy AeBJiTHaAuaToro roAa 
Ao 6 paAMCb m ao TBoero npaAeAa. B oAHonacbe noTepaA oh Bee M3 ocTaTKOB 
6 biAoro 6 AaronoAyHM?i. Bee ero 3eMAM, kohkdluhm, AOMa m ckot 6 biAM 
KOH<|>MCKOBaHbl HOBbIMM X03fleBaMM >KM3HM. A ero CaMOrO, C OCTaBLUMMMCn B 
>KMBbix HAeHaMM HeKorAa 6 oAbUJoro m npou,BeTaKDmero eeMeMCTBa, KpacHbie 
o6fl3aAM pa 6 oTaTb B MMM C03AaHH0M K0AX03e. EAMHCTBeHHOe, HTO n03B0AMAM 
eMy OCTaBMTb 3a C 060 M, 6 blA OAMH M3 ero HeCKOAbKMX AepeBflHHbIX AOMOB. 
Tenepb TaM CKOnOM 6 blAM BblHy>KAeHbl KDTMTbCfl Bee pOACTBeHHMKM. 
HeyAMBMTeAbHO, HTO AMLUMBLUMCb BCerO M Cpa3y, eeMbfl HanaAa 6 eACTBOBaTb. 

- KorAa TBOeM 6a6yLUKe MCnOAHMAOCb ABaAUaTb AeT C HeM npMKAKDHMAOCb OAHO 
BecbMa CTpaHHoe npoMCLuecTBMe. OHa b to BpeMA pa6oTaAa AonpKOM b 
K0AX03H0M KOpOBHMKe M B OAHy M3 HOHeM KOHLia OKTfl6pfl IIO HeBeAOMOM MHe 
npMHMHe CMAbHO npMno3AHMAacb Ha pa6oTe. Aomom B03BpamaAacb oAHa, b 
KpOMeLUHOM TeMHOTe. riyTb ee 6blA He TaKMM y>K M AAMHHbIM, M Ae>KaA MMMO 
CTaporo, y>Ke TorAa noAHOCTbKD 3a6poujeHHoro AepeBeHCKoro norocTa. Ha HeM 
KorAa-TO 6wam noxopoHeHbi mx npeAKM, nepeceAeHLibi nepBoro noKOAeHMfl. 
Ba6yLUKa tboa He OTAMnaAacb po6kmm xapaKTepoM. Bbipocujaa b Tex MecTax, 
OHa Cbi3MaAbCTBa 3HaAa KAaA6Mme BAOAb m nonepeK m HMKorAa ero He 6oaAacb. 

- rio3TOMy, He AyMaa hm o HeM iiaoxom, OHa npocTO LUAa mmmo Hero aomom. 
BApyr HeHTO Heo6biHHoe 3acTaBMAo ee 3aMeAAMTb mar m HacTopo>KMTbCfl. 



ripMCAyiiiaBLUMCb K npOH3MTeAbHOM TMLUMHe 6blBLLierO nOrOCTa M HepBHO 
BCMaTpMBaacb BnepeA, OHa 3aMeTMAa KaK HeKaa TeMHaa cj>Mrypa, 6yATO TeHb, 
B03HMKAa Ha ee nyTM. Onrypa CMyTHO BbiAeAflAacb Ha c{)OHe o6inePi TeMHOTbi 
MecTHOCTM, TeM He MeHee, MHTyMTMBHO OHa nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto BnepeAM, b 
HeCKOAbKMX MeTpaX OT Hee, npMTaMAOCb HTO-TO XKMBOe M flBHO Hy>KepOAHOe. 
Oho He 6biAO noxo>Ke Ha >KMBOTHoe m He M3AaBaAo k TOMy >xe HMKaKMX 3ByKOB, 
a npocTO MOAna CMOTpeAo Ha Hee, caobho M3ynafl npn 3tom. M KpMCTMHa 
TeHpMXOBHa He bmaa rAa3 3Toro cymecTBa, BceM TeAOM TpeneTHO omymaAa Ha 
ce6e ero npMCTaAbHbiM B3rA^A. BoKpyr 3aMeTHO noxoAOAaAo m y Hee bo3hmk 
amiikmm CTpax, KOTopbiM HanaA OBAaAeBaTb ee BOAePi. OneHb 6bicrpo oh CKOBaA 
en KOHeHHOCTM, napaAM3ya ao coctoahma AeA^Horo CTonopa. 

-Mb MOMeHT, KorAa OHa c y>KacoM noHAAa, hto y>Ke He cnoco6Ha noiueBeAMTb 
Aa>Ke KOHHMKOM MM3MHLia, TeHb pe3KO 6pOCMAaCb Ha Hee M AeByLUKa rpOMKO 
BCKpMKHyB, noTep^Aa co3HaHne. 06Hapy>KMAM ee oAHOceAbnaHe Ha paccBeTe 
CAeAytomero aha, Bee eme Aewamen b rAy6oKOM o6MopoKe. B TaKOM 
coctoahmm m npMHecAM aomom. BcKope OHa npmiiAa b ce6a, ho Hkinero 
Bpa3yMMTeAbHoro paccKa3aTb o tom, hto c Hen npon30LUAo B03Ae CTaporo 
KAaA6mna TaK m He CMorAa. A nepe3 HecKOAbKO nacoB HanaAMCb cepbe3Hbie 
npo6AeMbi. ByAyHM m TaK MCTOineHHOM ot CKyAHoro rmTaHMfl, m k TOMy >Ke - 
ocAa6AeHHoPi 4»M3MHecKM, OHa eme 6oAbiue ocyHyAacb m no6AeAHeAa, a KO>Ka 
ee Bca ropeAa ot bwcokom TeMnepaTypbi. y Hee noaBMAca 03ho6, KOTopbiM 
CKopo nepepoc b caMyio HacToamyio AMXopaAKy. 

- O tom, HTo6bi Be3TM ee b ropoA, noKa3aTb TaMouiHMM BpanaM, He motao 
6biTb m penki. Ao 6AM>KaMLuero ye3AHoro ropoAKa Ao6pbix ABaAuaTb nflTb MMAb 
oceHHero 6e3Aopo>Kbfl. CBo6oAHbix AoiuaAeM asbho y>Ke He 6biAo b HaAMHMM. 
MecTHbiPi ceAbCKMM AeKapb AeAaA ot ce6a Bee B03MO>KHoe, Aa6bi cnacTM 
6oAbHyKD, HO COBepUJeHHO 6e3pe3yAbTaTHO. KpMCTMHe TeHpMXOBHe CTaBMAM 
rop^HMe KOMnpeccbi, meApo OTnaMBaAM CHaAo6beM, MCCTynAeHHO MOAMAMCb 
HaA ee M3roAOBbeM, ho Hkinero He noMoraAO. BcKope AeByniKa HanaAa 6peAMTb. 
B 6peAy, 6ecco3HaTeAbHO m rpoMKO, OHa BbiKpMKMBaAa pa3Hbie CAOBa, 
6oAbLUMHCTBO M3 KOTOpbIX HeB03M0>KH0 6blAO IIOHflTb, B BMAy ABHOrO 
OTcyTCTBMfl b hmx CMbiCAa. B AMXopaAOHHbix npMnaAKax OHa ropbKO nAaKaAa, 
rpa3Ho 6paHMAacb, a nopoPi Aa>Ke m MCTepMnecKM xoxoTaAa. A MHorAa m 
CTpaHHbie 3ByKM, CAOBHO HanOMMHaKDLU,Me HeKyKD MOAMTBy, npOCKaAb3blBaAM c 
ee ycT. Ho b ueAOM, ee 6peAOBaa penb MaAo neM HanoMMHaAa HeAOBenecKyio, 
KyAa 6oAbine OHa noxoAMAa Ha pbinaHMe XMLMHoro 3Bepa nonaBLuero b 
3anaAHto. 

-TaK HecKOAbKO AHeM npoMyHMB ce6a m OKpy>KatoLnnx, m noHTM y6eAMB Bcex b 
CBOeM AKo6bl OAep>KMMOCTbKD HeHMCTbIM, KpMCTMHa TeHpMXOBHa OAHMM 
HOfl6pbCKMM yTpOM HeO>KMAaHHO OnpaBMBLLlMCb, nOAHOCTbK) npMLLJAa B 
co3HaHMe. Cno3apaHKy, KaK hm b neM hm 6biBaAO, OHa BCTaAa co cBoero Ao>Ka m 



3aHflAaCb npMBbIHHbIMM AAfl Hee AOMaiJJHMMM o6fl3aHHOCTflMM. ECTeCTBeHHO, 

HTO BCe 6AM3KMe M pOAHbie 6blAM KpaMHe yAHBAeHbl ee CTOAb BHe3anHblM 
Bbl3AOpOBAeHMeM. ByAyHM OAHaKO AKDAbMM npM3eMAeHHblMM M TAy6oKO 
peAnrno3HbiMM, ohm nocneLUMAM Bee cnncaTb Ha 6o>Kbto 6AaroAaTb. KaK, 
BnpOHeM, M Ha AeMCTBeHHOCTb CBOMX KOAAeKTMBHbIX MOAMTB OTHMTaHHbIX no ee 
rpeLUHyto Aywy... 

- KaK 6bi to hm 6biAo, TBOfl 6a6yniKa MCLieAMAacb TaK >Ke BHe3anHo, KaK m 
3a6oAeAa. Ho to 6biAa y>Ke He npewHaa KpMCTMHa TeHpMxoBHa. HenTO, 
HeBMAMMOe o6blHHblM B3TAAAOM, nOCeAMAOCb B HeM pa3 M HaBCerAa. Ee CTaAM 
6eCnpMHMHHO 6oflTbCfl K0AX03Hbie AOLUaAM M KOpOBbl. OHM 6AeflAM M MbIHaAM, 
BCTaBaAM Ha Abi6bi m ycMAeHHo MOTaAM MopAaMM, He >KeAaa noAnycKaTb ee m 
6am3ko k ce6e. AoMaujHMM kot c co6aKOM LUMrm m CKyAfl ujapaxaAMCb ot Hee b 
pa3Hbie CTOpOHbl. C AOA>KHOCTM AOflpKM, KOHeHHO, npMLUAOCb yMTM. CoceAM, 
3aMenafl Bee 3 to, McnyraHo HaKAaAbiBaAM Ha ce6a KpecT, crapaacb amluhmm pa3 
He nonaAaTbca ePi Ha rAa3a. A AeByuiKa, TeM BpeMeHeM, MHTyMTMBHO 
nonyBCTBOBaAa, hto MO>KeT AeAaTb TaKoe, o HeM ocTaAbHbiM He npMxoAMAOCb m 
M eHTaTb. Em BApyr npMOTKpblAOCb MHO>KeCTBO pa3HblX M HeOpAMHapHbIX 
cnoco6HOCTeM. M Bee ohm 6wam m 3 pa3paAa nyAecHoro. 

- y Hee AerKO m HenpMHy>KAeHHO noAynaAoeb AeHMTb MHome XBopM 
3arOBOpaMM, HaCTOMKaMM M3 TpaB M npOCTbIM HaAO>KeHMeM pyK Ha 6oAbHOe 
MecTo. OHa cxoAy yKa3biBaAa rAe HaxoAMTcn noTepaHHaa, am6o KeM-To 
yKpaAeHHaa Bemb. BcerAa tohho npeAnyBCTBOBaAa CMepTb neAOBeKa 3a 
HeCKOAbKO HeAeAb AO ero KOHHMHbl. Ho npM >KeAaHMM, MOrAa npOCMOTpeTb M 
Becb >KM3HeHHbiM nyTb, He Ba>KHO, c ero BeAOMa mam 6e3. BbiAa cnoco6Ha 
npMBopo>KMTb mam Hao6opoT - OTBaAMTb, CAeAaTb TaK, HTo6bi HeKTO, HaBCerAa 
noKMHyA poAHbie eMy Kpaa. Akdam npo3HaB npo ee cnoco6HOCTM CTaAM eme 
6oAbLue 6oflTbca KpMCTMHy TeHpMXOBHy. Ho HeAOBenecKafl npMpoAa TaKOBa, 
hto Aa>Ke TaM rAe ecTb CTpax m HenoHMMaHMe, oAHOBpeMeHHO npMcyTCTByeT m 
npe3MepHoe AK>6onbiTCTBO. Aa m M3BeHHyra noTpe6HOCTb b HacToaineM nyAe 
eme hmkto He OTMeHflA. CnycTfl HeKOTopoe BpeMJi MHorne KpecTbflHe c 
OKpecTHbix ceA m AepeBeHb, npocAbimaB o moaoaom ueAMTeAbHMLie m 
npoBMAMue, CTaAM caMM k HeM CbewaTbca. M b o6MeH Ha Hy>KHyKD b xo3AMCTBe 
Bei±J,b MAM npOBM3MKD, OHM npOCMAM ee O BCflKOM. A OHa, no Mepe CBOMX CMA M 
B03M0>KH0CTeM, BcerAa CTapaAacb mm noMOHb. 

- CKopo akdam CTaAM 3aMenaTb 3a HeM BecbMa CTpaHHyra oco6eHHOCTb, hto-to 
BpOAe 3aKOHOMepHOCTM. KpMCTMHa TeHpMXOBHa C OAHOM CTOpOHbl nOMOraAa 
akda^m o6AernaTb mx CTpaAaHMfl, a c ApyroPi - HeT HeT, Aa m npMHMHAAa mm 
flBHbIM BpeA CBOMM KOAAOBCTBOM. K npMMepyi AeCflTepbIM o6paTMBLUMMCfl K HeM 
c npocb6oPi HaMTM nponaBLuyKD Beum - noMO>KeT, m aaa Ka>KAoro M3 hmx Bemb 
ero HaPiAeT. A noTOM y oahoto m3 npocMBLUMX, hm c Toro hm c cero, BApyr bca 
M 36a m cropMT! M noMAeT no MMpy ueAaa ceMbfl... Mam noAHMMeT OHa Ha Horn 



HeCKOAbKO 6e3HaAe>KHO 6oAbHblX CTapMKOB, a y KOrO-HM6yAb M3 MX 6AM>KaMLJJMX 
pOACTBeHHMKOB, 6eCnpMHMHHO M BHe3anHO, 3AOpOBblM pe6eHOK yMpeT! 
MHTyMTMBHO HyBCTByfl Me>KAy l"IOAo6HblMM Co6blTMflMM HeKyKD HeBMAMMytO 

CBfl3b, akdam CTaAM pe>Ke k HePi o6pamaTbca. O AeByuiKe HanaAa 

pacnpocTpaHATbCJi AypHaa MOABa. 

- ripeACKa3biBafl npM 6 AM>KeHMe b mx Kpae BeAMKOM pa3pyxM m OTKpbiTO roBopa 
BCeM OAHOCeAbHaHaM O Heo 6 xOAMMOCTM ye3>KaTb AK> 6 blMM nyTflMM M KaK 
mo>kho 6 biCTpee, KpMCTMHa TeHpMXOBHa BonpeKM BOAe OTU,a, b B03pacre 
ABaAuaTM oAHoro roAa npMXBaTMB c co 6 om AByx MAaALUMX cecTep, noKMHyAa 
noceAeHMe m noAaAacb b CaMapy. M TeM caMbiM, cjjaKTMnecKM, cnacAa mx ot 
toaoahom CMepTM. A AaAee, CAeAya npM3biBy BHyTpeHHero roAoca, y>Ke caMa 
nepe 6 paAacb b MocKBy. TaM, noAHOCTbto 3aTepflBLUMCb b ropoACKOM cyeTe 
HOBOM CTOAMLlbl, HaHaAa >KM3Hb 3aHOBO. >KMAa OKa3aHMeM BCeB03M0>KH0M 
MarMHecKOM noMOLU,M. OAHaKO OHa HMKorAa He BbicraBAflAa pacueHKM 3a cbom 
ycAyrM, BcerAa AOBOAbCTBOBaAacb TOAbKO TeM, hto akdam caMM MorAM eki 
npeAAO>KMTb. 

- MeHfl OHa noAo 6 paAa yMMpatomeM ot MCTOineHMfl, roAy d ask b AeaAuaTb 
neTBepTOM, - CKa3aAa crapyxa, - ft TorAa m roBopMTb to toakom eme He yMeAa. 
KeM 6 biAM mom HacTOflLUMe poAMTeAM m noHeMy OKa3aAacb Ha yAMue, ft He 
3HaAa. Ho BpeMfl TorAa 6 biAo TaKoe, CMyTHoe. B pe3yAbTaTe AByx bomh m 
peBOAKDLIMM, KpynHbie TOpOAa 6 yKBaAbHO KMLLieAM CMpOTaMM M 
6eCnpM30pHMKaMM Bcex B03paCT0B. Bo 3MO>KHO n03T0My HMKTO M He 
3aMHTepecoBaAca, OTKyAa BApyr y moaoaom XKeHLUMHbi no^BMAacb Ha 
noneneHMM MaAeHbKaa AeBOHKa. Bee noneMy-TO M3HanaAbHO CTaAM CHMTaTb 
MeHfl ee AOHepbKD. OHa MeHfl BbIXOAMAa, BbIKOpMMAa, Aa TaK M OCTaBMAa >KMTb 
npM ce 6 e. 

- CAeAya tom MOAe Ha MMeHa, KpMCTMHa TeHpMxoBHa Ha3BaAa MeHn 
TepTpyAOM. KorAa MHe McnoAHMAOCb ceMb AeT, OHa noAeAMAacb co mhom 
H aCTMHKOM Co6CTBeHHOM KpOBM M npM 06 ni,MAa K CBOMM 3HaHMJ1M. KpOBb, 

BMAMLLIb AM, COBepLLieHHO OCo 6 afl >KMAKOCTb B TeAe HeAOBeKa. Akdam o 6 blHHO 
CMAbHO HeAOOLieHMBaKDT ee 3Ha*HMMOCTb, a BeAb OHa CaMOM npMpOAOM 
npMcnoco 6 AeHa aaa nepeAaHM yMeHMM ot oAHoro >kmboto k ApyroMy. Ho 
o 6 biBaTeAM 06 3tom Aa>Ke He AoraAbiBaKDTca, m 6 o 3hbhmm y hmx KaK TaKOBbix m 
b noMMHe HeT. CooTBeTCTBeHHO m nepeAaBaTb Apyr Apyry mm TO>Ke Henero. Hy, 
pa3Be HTO XBOpM TaM BCflKMe... 

- CTapMKa flKOBa OHa ycbiHOBMAa BecHOM copoK rmToro, b3ab ero 
HeTbipexAeTHMM pe 6 eHKOM. ripeAHyBCTBya HanaAo hobom rpaHAM03H0M bomhw, 
OHa eme b KOHue TpMAUaTbix nepeexaAa M3 MocKBbi Ha YpaA, rAe m HaiuAa ero 
B OAHOM M3 3BaKyMpOBaBLUMXCfl AeTAOMOB. Pe 6 eHOK OKa3aACfl pOAOM M3 
MMHCKa m 6biA KpyrAbiM CMpoToPi: oTeij, norM 6 Ha cjjpoHTe, a MaTb 6 biAa c hmm, 
nflTMMecflHHbiM, KorAa yroAMAa noA 6 oM 6 e>KKy b MKDHe 1941. I""Ioao 6 ho mhotmm 



>KMTeAflM ropoAa OHa He CMorAa cnacTMCb, ho ycneAa nepeA CMepTbio 3aKpbiTb 
^KOBa cbomm TeAOM, oh m yueAeA. MaAbHHK CAerKa noApoc m KpMCTMHa 
r eHpkixoBHa ero Towe MHMLiMMpoBaAa Ha OKKyAbTHbiM nyTb, pa3AeAMB c hum 
cbokd KpoBb. Hy m HaKOHeu MapTa - nonaAa k HaM b HanaAe LuecTMAecflTbix, 
6yAynn naTMAeTHeM CMpoTOM-MHBaAMAOM, nyAOM BbiwMBLueM nocAe CTpaiuHOM 
aBTOKaTacTpocjjbi. 06a ee poAMTeAa norn6AM MrHOBeHHo. Tboa 6a6yniKa y>Ke 
roTOBMAacb BbiMTM Ha neHCMio, ho CTporo CAeAyfl HaKa3y BHyTpeHHero roAOca, 
OHa HaiuAa b ce6e CMAbi Aa6bi BbiAeHMTb ee, noAHATb Ha Horn m BoenMTaTb. Em 
OH a TaK>Ke nepe3 KpoBb noAapMAa nacTb CBoero MarMHecKoro onbiTa. 

- Bot TaKMM o6pa30M m CAoxKMAacb Haiua cyAb6a: Mbi Bee craAM ee npneMHbiMM 
ASTbMM. Bee 6blAM eiO nOAo6paHbl, BbIKOpMAeHbl, BOCnMTaHbl, MarMHeCKOM 
npeMyApocTM o6yneHbi m Ha >KM3HeHHbiM nyTb nocTaBAeHbi. CTaB ee 
HaCTOflLUeM CeMbeM, Mbl 3aMeHMAM eM KpOBHbIX pOACTBeHHMKOB M AeTeM. OHa 
TaK M He BblLLIAa 3aMy>K, BMAMMO HMKOrAa He MCnbITbIBaAa nOTpe6HOCTM B 6paKe. 
XoTfl, KOHeHHO, OTHOUJeHMfl C My>KHMHaMM y Hee MMeAMCb. M HeMaAO. A TBOfl 
MaTb 6blAa ee eAMHCTBeHHbIM pOAHbIM pe6eHKOM. KpMCTMHa TeHpMXOBHa He 
>KeAaAa MMeTb co6cTBeHHbix AeTeM. Ho b oAHy M3 AeTHMX HonePi y Hee 6biAo 
BMAeHMe BO CHe, B KOTOpOM HeKTO B npMK33HOM nOpflAKe BeAeA eM CpOHHO 
3a6epeMeHeTb. Hto OHa m CAeAaAa, 6yAynM y>Ke npaKTMnecKM copoKaAeTHeM 
>KeHIHMHOM. ToAbKO B OTAMHMe OT HaC, 3a60TMTbCfl O TBOeM MaMe He CTaAa. 
Poamb ee nepeA caMbiM HanaAOM BOMHbi, OHa cpa3y OTAaAa MAaAeHU,a Ha 
noneneHMe Asyx MAaALUMX cecTep. M noAHOCTbio o HeM 3a6biAa. 

- M3HanaAbHO Mbi AyMaAM, OHa nocTynMAa TaK noTOMy, hto He xoTeAa aaa Hee 
cxo>KeM cyAb6bi. Ho Aa>Ke to o6cTOflTeAbCTBO, hto OHa HMKorAa, BnAOTb ao 
cbomx nocAeAHMX AHePi, c aohkom He o6maAacb - HaAMHMe KpoBHoro poACTBa 
Me>KAy hmmm o6epHyAocb aaa TBoeM MaMbi 3AbiM poKOM. Ao Tex nop, nOKa 
6a6yujKa 6biAa >KMBa, He MorAa AioAMMAa HopMaAbHo 3a6epeMeHeTb m poAMTb 
3AopoBoro pe6eHKa. BMAaTb camlukom CMAeH 6biA HeraTMB TnHyinMMcn k HeM no 
AMHMM KpOBM. Tbl CMOrAa pOAMTbCfl y>Ke nOCAe ee KOHHMHbl. Ho Tbl pOAMAaCb 
OHeHb 6oAe3HeHHOM M C KOpOTKOM AMHMeM >KM3HM. llpaBAa 6blAa B TOM, HTO 
cpoK TBoero npe6biBaHMfl b 3tom MMpe orpaHMHMBaAcn Bcero AMLUb TpeMfl c 
nOAOBMHOM TOAaMM. 

- KpMCTMHa TeHpMXOBHa 3HaAa KorAa OHa yMpeT, 3aAOAro ao CBoeM 
<|>aKTMHeCKOM CMepTM. BceM HaCTOfllUMM BeAbMaM M KOAAyHaM M3HanaAbHO 3TO 
M3BeCTHO. KaKMMM 6bl CMAbHbIMM Mbl HM 6blAM, Mbl, yBbl, TaK>Ke CMepTHbl, KaK M 
Bee ocTaAbHbie akdam. M BceM HaM OTnymeH pa3HbiM, ho CTporo onpeAeAeHHbiM 
0Tpe30K nyTM. KorAa OHa yMepAa, Mbi npMAo>KMAM Bee cbom 3HaHMn m yMeHMfl, 
Aa6bi HaMTM to MecTO b nocMepTMM, KyAa eM cy>KAeHO 6biAo nonacTb. llocAe 
AOArMX noMCKOB m 6Ay>KAaHMM no 3arpo6HbiM MMpaM, Mbi cmotam ee 
o6Hapy>KMTb b noABeiiieHHOM m HeonpeAeAeHHOM coctoahmm. OHa OKa3aAacb b 
oahom M3 MpaHHbix, 3aMKHyTbix npocTpaHCTB, HanoAHeHHbix pa3Be HTO TyCTblM 



TyMaHOM m 6ecnpeAeAbHbiM oAMHonecTBOM. M 6biAa o6peneHa oAHa 
OAHHeLUeHbKO 6eCKOHeHHO AOArO 6pOAMTb no nyCTblHHOM MeCTHOCTM, OTKyAa, 
Ka3aAocb, He 6biAo hm eAMHoro LuaHca Ha cnaceHkie. 

- ECTeCTBeHHO, Mbl CTaAM MCKaTb Cn 0 C 06 Bbl3BOAMTb ee OTTyAa M HanpaBMTb Ha 
HOBOe pOKAeHMe B 3eMHOM KDAOAM. MarHHeCKHMH MeTOAaMM Mbl npocMOTpeAM 
MHO>KeCTBO pa3HblX BapMaHTOB M npMLUAM K OAHOMy eAMHCTBeHHOMy BepHOMy 
peiiieHHKD. Mbl nOHflAM, HTO LUaHC yCKOAb3HyTb C CyMpaHHOrO Mkipa eM MO>KeT 
AaTb TOAbKO LienOHKa npaKTMHeCKM HeOCyLMeCTBMMbIX Co6blTMM. Bo-nepBbIX, 
OHa, OKa3biBaeTca, AOA>KHa nepepoAMTbca MCKAioHMTeAbHO b npeBe 
Co6CTBeHHOM BHyHKM. M CTpOrO nOCAe Toro, KaK Ta nOCpeACTBOM KpOBHOM 
MHkmnai 4 MM 6yAeT npno6meHa mmchho k tom CMAe, KOTopaa caMy KpMCTMHy 
TeHpMXOBHy TBepAO BeAa no >KM3HM. Bo-BTOpbIX, BHyHKa AOA>KHa C pO>KAeHMfl 
6biTb ee Te3KOM m poAMTb ee CTporo b HOHb c TpMAUaToro anpeAfl Ha nepBoe 
Mas. Ha MOMeHT poAOB ePi aoa>kho 6biTb noAHbix TpMALiaTb TpM roAa. M eme 
OHa AOA>KHa yMepeTb npjiMO bo BpeMfl... 

- Hto 3a 6peA Tbi Heceujb, Kapra CTapaa! - npepBaB CTapyxMH paccKa3, b y>xace 
3aKpMHaAa KpMCTMHa M BCfl 3a6MAaCb B KOHByAbCMflX OT HepBHOTO 
nepeHanpa>KeHMfl. 

- 3to HMCTeMnian npaBAa, hto a Te6e paccKa3biBaio, ASTOHKa, - nponycTMB ee 
rpy6ocTb mmmo yuieM, matko napnpoBaAa TepTpyAa, - noMMM HaKOHeu,, Tbi b 
CBoePi >km3hm eme HMKorAa He 6biAa TaK 6AM3Ka k MCTMHe KaK ceMnac. M6o bca 
TBOfl >KM3Hb Ha nOBepKy OKa3aAaCb AMLLIb MAAKD3IOpHOM MTpOM, M TOAbKO Tenepb 
Tbi nocTeneHHO npMxoAMLUb k oco3HaHMio, no HbMM npaBMAaM Ha caMOM AeAe 
>KMAa. TaK CAyiuaM BHMMaTeAbHO, nocKOAbKy AaAeKO He Ka>KAbiM yAocTaMBaeTca 
necTM KorAa-AM6o npMKOCHyTbca k toaom npaBAe b ee HacToameM noHMMaHMM. 

- Ho M 3TOrO 6blAO flBHO HeAOCTaTOHHO. - npOAOA>KMAa Ta npepBaHHblM 
paCCKa3, - PoAbl y KpOBHOM BHyHKM AOA>KHbl 6blTb ee nepBblMM, 6e3 eAMHOM 
nonbiTKM 3a6epeMeHeTb paHbLue. HMKaKMe a6opTbi m BbiKMAbiniM KaTeropMHecKM 
He AonycKaAMCb. OHa AOA>KHa 6biAa 3anaTb HOBoe TeAo KpMCTMHbi TeHpMxoBHbi 
MMeHHO ot Toro My>KHMHbi, KOToporo MamePi cnacAa 6bi ot HeMMHyeMOM 
TM6eAM. Ho M CaMa OHa AOA>KHa >KMTb B3aMMbl, 3a CHeT HbMX-TO He npO>KMTblX 
AeT. CHanaAa Mbl AyMaAM - 3TO 3aMKHyTblM Kpyr C B3aMMOMCKAIOHaiOLUMMM 
yCAOBMflMM M HOBOe pO>KAeHMe HeOCymeCTBMMO. OAHaKO CO BpeMeHeM Mbl 
noHAAM, Bee Ha CBeTe bo3mo>kho m BnoAHe pemaeMO. TAaBHoe - TepneAMBO 
Ao>KMAaTbCfl CBoero naca m 6biTb b Hy>KHoe BpeMfl, b Hy>KHOM MecTe. 

- ripeKpacHO 3Haa, hto Tbi AOA>KHa 6biAa yMepeTb b B03pacTe Tpex c 
nOAOBMHOM AeT, Mbl 0praHM30BaAM TBOeM MaMe "CBMAaHMe" C AyLUOM TBOeM 
6a6yujKM. Ta m paccKa3aAa ePi o bo3mo>khoctm noAapMTb cboio >KM3Hb 
yMMpaioLueM AonepM. Mbi 3apaHee npeAnyBCTBOBaAM, hto MaTepMHCKMM 
mhctmhkt cAeAaeT CBoe AeAo m AioAMMAa, Aa>Ke He 3aAyMbiBaacb o 



nocAeACTBMflx, paAM TBoero 6Aara CAeno no>t<epTByeT co6om. Ao 3Toro, 
KOHeHHO, Mbl OCHOBaTeAbHO "npOCMOTpeAM" M BepOflTHOCTHyiO AMHMIO CyAb6bl 
ee caMOM. EyAynM rAy6oKo oLuapaiueHbiMM pe3yAbTaTaMM, Mbi y3HaAM, hto ee 
ecTecTBeHHaa CMepTb M3HanaAbHO npnxc>AHAacb Ha HOHb c TpHAUaToro anpeAfl 
Ha nepBoe Maa cero roAa. M TorAa, HaKOHeu, Mbi noHAAM, hto Ta CkiAa, hto 
B ceAMAacb b KpMCTMHy r eHpkixoBHy B03Ae 3a6poiueHHoro ceAbCKoro KAaA6mJ4,a, 
caMa Bee npeAycMOTpeAa m paccHMTaAa 3aAOAro 3apaHee. Mbi, TaK>Ke KaK m Tbi, 
OKa3aAMCb AMLLIb npOCTbIMM MCnOAHMTeAflMM HbeM-TO "BblCLlieM" BOAM. M6o 
HaKa3 poAMTb pe6eHKa m OTAaTb ero Ha BocnMTaHMe poACTBeHHMKaM, y>Ke TorAa 
noApa3yMeBaA MCTMHHoe npeAHa3HaneHMe TBoen MaMbi... 

- Cboaohm! Mpa3n! - 3aKpnnaAa ouieAOMAeHHafl ycAbimaHHbiM KpMCTMHa. - Aaa 
Bac HeAOBenecKafl >KM3Hb coBceM Hkinero He 3HannT, Aa?! 

- ycnoKOkicfl, AeTOHKa! - pe3KO BCTaBMAa CTapyxa. - Hy noneMy He 3HannT? 
3HanMT. y Ka>KAoro neAOBeKa cioAa npMxoAflinero ecTb CBoe npeAHa3HaneHMe. 
y Koro-To oho 3HannMoe, y koto-to He oneHb. BeAb b 3tom Mkipe Bee 
OTHOCMTeAbHO, He TaK AM? BoT M UeAb TBOeM MaMbi 3aKAK3HaAaCb AMLLIb B TOM, 
HT 06 bl Te6fl poAMTb M nOAapMTb Te6e nOAOBMHy CBOeM >KM3HM. Pa3Be He 
6AaropoAHO c ee CTopoHbi? 

- He 3aroBapMBaPi MHe 3y6bi, crapaa BeAbMa! - npoAOA>KaAa nAana b MCTepMKe 
KpMnaTb AeByLUKa. - 3Haio a Bauiy cnoco6HOCTb Bee M3BpaTMTb m npenoAHecTM 
3 ao KaK 6AaroL 

- Tbi nocAymaM, hto 6biAO AaAbuie, ASTOHKa, - cnoKoPmo CKa3aAa TepTpyAa, - 
Te6e 6blAa AapOBaHa >KM3Hb B3aMMbl, nOCKOAbKy OCHOBHail pOAb B 3TOM 
TaMHCTBe 3aBMceAa y>Ke ot Te6a. Mbi npMCTaAbHo Ha6AioAaAM 3a to6om Bee 3 to 
B peMfi, CTapaacb BcanecKM o6eperaTb ot AypHoro. Mbi BOBpeMfl ycTpaHHAM c 
TBoero nyTM BceB03M0>KHbie npenaTCTBMfl, KOTopbie MorAM 6bi noMemaTb 
CBbiLue npeAHanepTaHHOMy nAaHy no B03BpameHMio HameM npMeMHOM MaTepM. 
Mbl yBOAMAM M3 TBOeM >KM3HM BCeX My>KHMH, Aa6bi npeAOTBpaTMTb Te6fl OT 
npe>KAeBpeMeHHOM 6epeMeHHocTM. CaMoe TpyAHoe HaM npMiiiAocb 
n0B03MTbCfl C BAaAMMMpOM. C HMM y Te6fl ASMCTBMTeAbHO npOCMaTpMBaACfl 
6paK m po>KAeHMe Asyx AeTeM, Hero Mbi KaTeropMHecKM He MorAM AonycTMTb. 
ripMLUAocb ero cAerKa ot Te6a noABMHyTb... 

- Mbl MHMLIMMpOBaAM Te 6 fl Hepe3 KpOBb, nOAGAMBLUMCb C T 060 M HaCTMHKOM 
HaillMX o 6 lUMX 3HaHMM M yMeHMM. M 60 HaCTOflmeM BeAbMe KpaMHe 
He>KeAaTeAbHO pO>KAaTbCfl B HpeBe npOCTOM >KeHU 4 MHbl. ri03B0AMB Hepe3 
"npOBOAHMKa" BMAGTb CyAb 6 bl ApyrMX M AeHMTb nOCTOpOHHMX, Mbl 3aKpblAM 
Te 6 e B03M0>KH0CTb BMASTb Co 6 CTBeHHyiO CyAb 6 y M AeHMTb CaMy ce 6 fl. TaKOBbl 
npaBMAa, yBbl. A TO o 6 CTO*ITeAbCTBO, HTO B OAMH M3 CnyCKOB B HM>KHMe MMpbl 
oh noKa3aA Te 6 e Hacroflinyio AaTy TBoePi CMepTM, 6 biA AMLiib HaniMM 
HeAOCMOTpoM. He TyAa Tbi 3a6peAa, AeTOHKa. Ho Bee >Ke Mbi pernMAM 



nocneuiMTb. BbiKpaB Te6a nocpeACTBOM np^Moro 3 epKaAbHoro nepexoAa - TyT 
CTapyxa naAbueM yKa 3 aAa b yroA KOMHaTbi, rAe KpMCTMHa TOAbKO cennac 
3 aMeTMAa CToamee TaM 6oAbinoe m CTapoe 3 epKaAo, noAHbiM aHaAor Toro, hto 
B kiceAO b ee npMxowen, - Mbi npMHyAMTeAbHO nocBATMAM Te6a Ha Haw o6lmmm 
riyTb. 

- UbiraHKa c ee raAaHMeM TO>Ke, KCTaTM, OKa 3 aAacb b TBoeM >km 3 hm noMMMO 
Hawen boam. HeAorAAAeAM Mbi 3a to6om m b tot pa3. K cnacTbio, KaK m 
noAo>KeHo HacTOALUMM raAaAKaM, Aaypa He CTaAa Te6a nyraTb m pacKpbiBaTb 
nepeA to6om bcio npaBAy. Xota, BnoAHe acho ee m nonyBCTBOBaAa, Mep 3 aBKa!.. 

- nepeA TeM, KaK noAowAo Hy>KHoe BpeMfl 3 a 6 epeMeHeTb, Mbi Bbi6paAM aaa 
T e6a noAxoA^mero no cj)M3MHecKMM 3aAaTKaM caMua. TAynbiwKa! HeyweAM Tbi m 
B npaBAy noAyMaAa, hto ecAM 6bi Mbi AePicTBMTeAbHO 3 axoTeAM y6nTb Hropa, He 
cmotam 6 bi 3Toro CAeAaTb? B3Aop! Mbi cneukiaAbHo nocTaBMAM nepeA to6om 
3 aAany con 3 MepnMyio c tbommm cnoco6HOCTflMM. BcnoMHM, no oAHOMy M 3 
ycAOBMM B 03 BpaLueHMfl TBoePi 6a6ywKM, Te6e npeACTOAAo noHecTM ot 
M y>KHMHbl, KOTOpOrO Tbl CaMa AOA>KHa 6blAa CnaCTM OT CMepTM. ToAbKO 
noaTOMy Mbi He CTaAM AeAaTb nopny Ha ocHOBe ero KpoBM, cnepMbi mam boaoc, 
TorAa y>K noBepb, Aa>Ke Tbi 6bi ero He BbiAeHMAa! Ho TeM He MeHee, Mbi 
AoraAbiBaAMCb, hto paHO mam no 3 AHO, b TBoe yMMWKO Bee >Ke npMAeT 
eAMHCTBeHHoe BepHoe peweHMe KaK nocTynMTb. 

- Co 3 AaB eMy HOByiO AMHHOCTb MarMHeCKM y6MB npe>KHKDKD, Tbl CAOBHO 
B 03 poAMAa ero M 3 nenAa, noAo6Ho nTMLie (DeHMKC. BepHyAa o6paTHo b MMp 
>KMBblX M 3 MMpa MepTBbIX, KyAa OH HyTb 6blAO He yrOAMA. nOCAe 3 TOrO Mbi 
3 aHOBO "bKAKDHMAm" TBOM MaTepMHCKMM MHCTMHKT, HTO 6blA npe>KAe B 
ymeTeHHOM coctoahmm. M 3 to Mbi 3 acTaBMAM Bac noAio6MTb Apyr Apyra, CAeAaB 
Ha o6omx B 3 aMMHbiM npMBopoT. 3 to Mbi BHeApMAM eMy B C 03 HaHMe MAeiO 
nepeexaTb b kdwhwm ropoAOK, TaK KaK m caMM >KMBeM TyT HenoAaAeKy. A c 
6 AM 3 Koro paccTOAHMfl 3 a to6om m Ha6AK>AaTb 6biAo 6 bi npoLue. B npouecce 
3 anaTMfl, KorAa Aywa 6a6ywKM y>Ke roTOBa 6biAa BceAMTbca b 3 apo>KAaioiJj 1 MMCfl 

b TBoeM npeBe nAOA, HaMM 6biA npMHeceH b >KepTBy b tot >Ke AeHb 
poAMBWMMcn m a6coAioTHO 3 AopoBbiM MAaAeHeu,. Mbi 3 HaAM, hto eMy 
npeAHa 3 HanaAacb AOAraa m noAHOLieHHaa >KM 3 Hb. no 3 TOMy-TO Bbi6op Ha Hero m 
naA. B Hy>KHbiM momcht ero Aywa 6biAa ycnewHo o6MeHAHa Ha Aywy 
BbinopxHyBwePi M 3 AMM6a KpMCTMHbi TeHpMxoBHbi. Hto cBoero poAa 6biAo 
OKKyAbTHbIM o6MeHOM, nOCAeAHee M 3 yCAOBMM ee B 03 BpaLUeHMfl CKDAa. M60 
HeAb 3 fl nOKMHyTb HM>KHMM MMp, He npMBeA^ B Hero KOrO-TO paBHOUeHHOrO 
B3aMeH. 

- Ha Becb nepMOA 6epeMeHHOCTM Mbi noAHOCTbio "otkaiohmam" Bee 
AapoBaHHbie Te6e MamnecKMe cnoco6HOCTM m ycTpaHMAM "npoBOAHMKa", Aa6bi 
TOT He BBOAMA Te6fl AMWHMM pa 3 B MCKyweHMe y 3 HaTb, KOTO Tbl Ha CaMOM AeAe 
b ce6e HOCMWb. npMMepHO 3 a ABeHaAuaTb nacoB ao ecTecTBeHHbix poaob, Mbi 



BblKpa.AH Te6fl TeM CnOCo6oM, KaKMM M npe>KAe B0Cn0Ab30BaAMCb AAfl TBOeM 
MHMU,Mai4MM. M BOT, HaKOHeU, Tbl 3AeCb. Tenepb, AeTOHKa, Tbl 3HaeLUb BOO 
npaBAy. Hy mam noHTM bcio. KaK m OTKpbiBLueecfl Te6e TBoe MCTMHHoe 
npeAHa3HaneHMe b 3tom >km3hm. 

- Akob, MapTa! - rpoMKo no3BaAa ocTaAbHbix CTapyxa. - ripMroTOBbTecb! 
EAM3MTCfl nOAHOHb M HaLLI6M AOpOrOM MaTyLUKe nopa OnflTb nOflBMTbCfl Ha 3TOM 
6eAOM CBeTe. Ox, nyBCTByio a, poAbi 6yAyT HenpocTbiMM. M cnycTfl AOArnx 
TpMAu,aTM neTbipex AeT, a CHOBa CMory CHflTb TpaypHbiM nAaTOK... 

- Aa Bbi Bee TyT 6oAbHbie Ha roAOBy! - 3aKpMnaAa b CAe3ax nepenyraHHaa 
HacMepTb KpMCTMHa. - Hto Bbi co6MpaeTecb co mhom CAeAaTb?! 

- Hnnero, hto He bxoamao 6bi b npeAHanepTaHHbiM CBbime nAaH - cnoKOMHO 
OTBeTMAa eM TepTpyAa. - MapTa - npeKpacHaa aKymepKa, c ee noMombio Tbi 
pOAMLUb. PoAMLUb HaCTOflLUytO KpMCTMHy. A nOTOM Tbl yMAeUJb... yMAeillb TyAa, 
oTKyAa o6biHHo y>Ke He B03BpamaiOTOi. 3to tboa cyAb6a, AeTOHKa. A oHa, 
BMAMLUb am, BecbMa CTpaHHaa LUTyKa. Am6o Tbi npMHMMaenib ee npaBMAa m 
>KMBei±ib corAacHO mm, am6o... ee Hy>KHO AOMaTb. A cyAb6y CAOMaTb - ox KaK He 
npocTO... Aa m He BceM asho. 

- Aa, bot eme! - o>KMBMAacb CTapyxa. - BcnoMHM, AeTOHKa, hto a Te 6 e 
roBopMAa b napKe, b Hamy nepByio BCTpeny: 

"Po>KAeHMe pe6eHKa MO>KeT 6biTb m HacTOflLUMM CMbicAOM cymecTBOBaHMJi. n P M 
yCAOBMM, KOHeHHO, HTO TOT, B OTAMHMe OT CBOMX nyCTbIX pOAMTeAeM, 
AePicTBMTeAbHO npeACTaBAfleT aaa >km3hm HeHTO Ba>KHoe m ueHHoe..." 


3nMAor. 

KoHCTaHTMH HyTb c yMa He coiueA ot ropa KorAa oco3HaA, hto ero Aio6MMyio 
KpMCTMHKy kto-to HacMAbCTBeHHo noxMTMA. Oh o6e>KaA boo OKpyry M 
OnpOCMA Bcex HaXOA^LUMXCfl Ha yAMI4e >KMAbUOB MH0T03Ta>KKM, HO HMKTO M 
HMHeM He cmotam eMy noMOHb. Aee CTapyuiKM CMA^mMe Ha AaBOHKe y 
coceAHero noAbe3Aa 3aMeTMAM, npaBAa, KaK HeKaa MOAOAaa >KeHinMHa Ha 
no3AHeM cpoKe 6epeMeHHOCTM 3axoAMT b mx aom. Ho BbixoAMAa am OHa 
OTTyAa, OHM y>Ke He BMAeAM, COCAaBLUMCb Ha CAa6oe 3peHMe. B MMAMLieMCKOM 
ynacTKe Ha ero 6eAy OTpearnpoBaAM KpaPme xoaoaho m cj>opMaAbHo: 
nocoBeTOBaAM npMMTM m HanMcaTb 3aaBAeHMe o npona>Ke cynpyrM TOAbKO no 
MCTeneHMM ABaAuaTM neTbipex nacoB c MOMeHTa ee MCHe3HOBeHMfi. Becb 
OCTaTOK AHfl M AO CaMOM n03AHeM HOHM pa3be3>KaA OH no npMMopcKOMy 
ropoAKy, uenAflacb 3a Aio6yio HaAe>KAy rAe-HM6yAb ee BCTpeTMTb. Ho Bee 
yCMAMfl OKa3aAMCb TLU,eTHblMM. KpMCTMHa MCnapMAaCb TaK >Ke TaMHCTBeHHO M 



6 eccAeAHO, KaK HeKorAa m HOBopo>KAeHHbiM MAaAeHeij, M3 MecTHoro poAAOMa. 

06eCCMAeBLUMM OT AHeBHOM 6 erOTHM M yMMbl nOTpaneHHblX HepBOB, 
KOHCTaHTMH MOMeHTaAbHO OTKAtOHMACfl, eABa erO yCTaBLUee TeAO KOCHyAOCb 
KpOBaTM. M eMy npMCHMACfl OHeHb peaAMCTMHHbIM COH, B KOTOpOM OH, HaKOHeU, 
HameA cbokd >KeHy. Oh He ihomhha KaK Ta BoniAa b KOMHaTy, 3aMeTMA ee y>Ke 
CTOflLU,eM y M3HO>KMfl MX o 6 lJ 4 eM KpOBaTM: BOO B 6 eAOM OAeflHMM, HanOAo 6 Me 
AAMHHOM HOHHOM py 6 aLUKM. Ee KO>Ka MMeAa Hepecnyp 6 AeAHblM OTTeHOK, a 
HepTbl AMU,a Ka3aAMCb HeeCTeCTBeHHO 3aOCTpeHHblMM. C BCeAeHCKOM CKOp 6 bKD B 
rAa3ax OHa MOAna CMOTpeAa Ha Hero, - m bo BceM ee B3rA*iAe HMTaAacb oAHa 
eAMHCTBeHHaa ropbKaa MOAb 6 a: 

- ripOCTM MeHfl, KoCTfl! ripOCTM 3a Bee. 9 \ AGMCTBMTeAbHO He 3HaAa, HTO TaK 
nOAyHMTCfl... 

KoHCTaHTMH yBMAGA, hto HacTb ee 6 eAOM py 6 aniKM, npMxoAflLu,aflCfl Ha hm 3 
>KMBOTa, noneMy-TO HanMHaeT CTpeMMTeAbHO KpacHeTb. Bot OHa y>Ke bca 
npOnMTaHa KpaCHbIM LIBeTOM M TeMHaa >KMAKOCTb, o 6 MAbHO npOCTynMB, 
HanMHaeT MeAAeHHo creKaTb no HoraM. OHa BbirA^AHT KaK car/iaa HacToainaa 
KpOBb M OH C y>KaCOM 3TO nOHMMaeT. BApyr OH MHTyMTMBHO nOHyBCTBOBaA, HTO 
b cnaAbHe noMMMO hmx npMcyTCTByeT kto-to eme. lloAyMpaK KOMHaTbi CAerKa 
OTCTynMA M 3a CnMHOM CynpyrM nOKa3aACfl BbICOKMM M TeMHbIM CMAy3T My>KCKOM 
4>Mrypbi. Onrypa nAaBHO npM6AM3MAacb m b Hen oh cmot pacno3HaTb My>KHMHy, 
b nepHOM nAame m LUAflne, c lumpokmmm - 3aKpbiBatoLUMMM eMy noAOBMHy am 14 a 

- noAAMM. KpMCTMHa, Bee eme CMOTpeBLuaa Ha Hero B3rA*iAOM noAHbiM rpycTM, 
MbicAeHHo CKa3aAa: 

- Oh npMineA 3 a mhom. MHe nopa. llpomaM... 

He3HaKOMei4 noAO>KMA pyKy ePi Ha nAeno, caobho AaBaa noHATb, hto mx 
MOAH aAMBbIM AMaAOT OKOHHeH. KoHCTaHTMH, BCe eme Ae>Ka Ha KpOBaTM, XOTeA 
6 blAO BCKOHMTb M OTCTpaHMTb erO OT CynpyrM, HO TOTHaC OLUyTMA, HTO 
co 6 cTBeHHoe TeAO eMy coBepujeHHO He noAHMHaeTCfl. llonbiTaACfl 3aKpMnaTb, 
oAHaKO m roAoc KyAa-TO nponaA. Mynaacb 6 eccMAMeM hto-am6o cAeAaTb, oh 
peniMA 3anoMHMTb xoTfl 6 bi BHeniHOCTb Hy>KaKa, Ha CAynaPi ero AaAbHeMLuero 
ono3HaHMfi. Ho eABa oh npMCTaAbHO b Hero BrAflAeAca, KaK cpa 3 y 6 e 33 ByHHO 
BCKpMKHyA OT y>KaCa. TaMHCTBeHHbIM BM3MTep BOBCe He HanOMMHaA HeAOBeKa. 
ripocMaTpMBaeMafl, hm>khji 51 nacTb ero am 14 a, BbirA^AeAa o 6 yrAMBLueMCfl, 
6e3ry6biM poT o 6 Ha>KaA p^A KpynHbix 6 eAbix 3y6oB, a BMecTO meK BMAHeAacb 
LieAaa CMCTeMa XMTpoyMHO cnAeTeHHbix - noAo 6 HO >KryTaM - KpoBaBO-nepHbix 
MyCKyAOB. 

B 3TOT MOMeHT KoHCTaHTMH BHe3anHO npOCHyACfl, 6yAyHM Becb B XOAOAHOM M 
AMnKOM noTy. Oh pa30M Bee oco3HaA. 
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